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Challenging Cover-Ups 


ance of a joint Cable News Network (CNN) and Time magazine 
report on the US-Vietnam War-era “Operation Tailwind,” 
charging that US military deserters were secretly targeted and 
hunted down for assassination, and that deadly Sarin nerve gas 
was employed in the operation. Once again, this story wasn't 
shocking because of actual charges made, since the charges 
themselves are very plausible for anyone remotely familiar with 
the genocidal strategies and tactics em- 
ployed by the US in its Indochina inva- 
sions and wars—including the mass civil- 
ian assassinations by the CIA-directed 
Phoenix program. The real shock was 
that such a report was allowed to air in 
the corporate media, obviously the result 
of a miscalculation (on the part of the 
reporters and producers involved) of how 
much official government cover stories 
can be questioned in the pursuit of high- 
er media ratings. 

Since the story came out, the reporters have been fired, CNN 
has apologized for airing it, and the the rest of the corporate 
press has closed ranks to systematically attack, belittle and 
successfully marginalize this challenge to officially accepted US 
government cover stories. Sound familiar? 

And much more efficiently than with the lengthy, long- 
delayed and ultimately still classified CIA reviews of the “Dark 
Alliance” charges, the Pentagon has swiftly issued a review of 
itself absolving the US military of all charges. Wasting little 
time, the Pentagon report was issued shortly over a month after 
the CNN/Time “Operation Tailwind" revelations appeared. This 
time the (cover-up) review is a brief 77 pages, completely 
denying any document that was examined—‘“military order, 
after-action report, briefing paper or official military history— 
mentions pursuit of US defectors as Tailwind's mission" or that 
any document checked mentions the use of Sarin nerve gas by 
US troops, all with the advantage that the Pentagon review isn't 
classified because (unlike the CIA's “Dark Alliance” review) it 
doesn't make the mistake of actually revealing anything. 

But lucky for us, stories like these can't be completely 
covered-up as long as a few courageous reporters continue to 
sneak them into the mainstream media, and an alternative press 
exists to pursue them outside the control of corporations and 
state. You can find out the details of Gary Webb's “Dark 
Alliance” series in his new book from Seven Stories Press, Dark 
Alliance: The CIA, the Contras, and the Crack Cocaine Explosion. 
While more details of the CNN/Time “Operation Tailwind" 
story continue to appear as the former CNN reporters fight the 
Pentagon/press cover-up. We haven't heard the last of either. 
Stay tuned to alternative media for further revelations. 

Jason McQuinn, Editor 


Stories like these can't be 
completely covered-up as long 
as a few courageous reporters 
continue to sneak them into the 
mainstream media, and as long 
as an alternative press exists to 
pursue them outside the con- 
trol of corporations and state. 


wo recent US government reports of internal 
investigations reveal once again how contemptu- 
ously the political bureaucracy in Washington 
views the general populace. And, not surprising- 
ly, the corporate press has largely played the role of security- 
state watchdog in its news accounts of these investigations. 
Anyone who pays much attention to the corporate-controlled 
mass media had to be shocked by the 
original appearance of reporter Gary 
Webb's courageous “Dark Alliance" arti- 
cle series in the San Jose Mercury News in 
1996. The series documented clear ties 
between a California drug dealer (Ricky 
Ross, who sold tons of cocaine to L.A. 
street gangs) and the US/CIA-controlled 
Contra army which had been organized 
to destroy the Sandinista revolution in 
Nicaragua. Webb argued in the series 
that, while this massive drug-dealing went 
on under the noses of CIA agents, the cocaine involved fueled 
the incipient crack epidemic in L.A. while profits flowed to fund 
the illegal, semi-secret US war the CIA was directing in Nicara- 
gua. This was real, investigative journalism, eposing the tragic 
connections between the callous internal and oppressive interna- 
tional practices of the US government, a government which was 
cynically willing to stand by protecting the birth of the crack 
epidemic in order to help fund a terrorist war by proxy against 
a popular Nicaraguan government. What was most surprising, 
however, was that a CIA exposé like the *Dark Alliance" series 
ever was allowed to appear in the mainstream press in the first 
place, when most of the economic and political forces control- 
ling the mass media constantly militate against such leaks. 
Unsurprisingly, since the original appearance of Gary Webb's 
revelations, he has lost his job, the Sar: Jose Mercury News has 
been forced to apologize for running the story, and the rest of 
the corporate press has closed ranks to systematically attack, 
belittle and successfully marginalize this challenge to officially 
accepted US government and CIA cover stories. Predictably, the 
attack on the “Dark Alliance" was led by the Washington Post, 
a newspaper with longstanding CIA ties, and pursued with espe- 
cial vengeance by other corporate media with CIA connections. 
And now the final strategic piece of the cover-up has ap- 
peared, a new 500-page review compiled by the CIA on its own 
activities, which supposedly (at least, so the CIA and the main- 
stream press report) exonerates the CIA of the major charges. 
However, you won't be able to read this review. It remains 
classified due to the corroborating evidence it contains for the 
massive CIA-Contra-drug ties which neither the CIA nor most 
of the mainstream press wish to reveal. 
Even more shocking, however, was the very recent appear- 
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focus on media critique—this time cover- 
ing Pacifica radio, public radio, and the 
crucial collusion between mainstream 
media and the CIA—we take a look at 
several major fronts of social repression 
as this century comes to its bitter end. 
Nikki Gershbain and Bill Andriette exam- 
ine what at first sight might seem to be 
disparate phenomena, but in actuality 
may be two aspects of the same sexually 
repressive reaction to the very incomplete 
sexual "revolution" which began in the 
'60s. While Christian Parenti delineates 
the theoretical basis for a new wave of 
brutal, urban police repression. And on a 
more cheerful note, Brenda Loew gives us 
the story behind her one-woman pro- 
sexual publishing crusade in EIDOS mag- 
azine, while the *do me" feminists at Bust 
magazine celebrate the sexual body with 
admirable gusto in “Power to the Pussy!" 

So we're back, and we're excited about 
the future again! Thanks for your pa- 
tience during our publication drought of 
the last year. Thanks to all those who 


address, you need to notify us at least 6 weeks 
before your address changes in order to help 
insure that copies mailed actually reach you. The 
post office does not forward magazines. 
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Alternative Press Notes 


Ws to another new issue of Al- 
ternative Press Review at last! Regu- 
lar readers and subscribers have undoubt- 
edly been wondering where we've been 
for the past year. The simple answer is 
attempting to recover from a long, drawn- 
out bankruptcy of our formerly major 
distributor, Fine Print Distributing. This 
isn't the first time that C.A.L. Press has 
been left with empty hands when a large 
distributor has bit the dust. But it was by 
far our worst experience, with a loss of 
roughly $13,000, doing wonders for the 
old *cash flow." Not to mention disrupt- 
ing our ability to get magazines out to all 
of the bookshops and newsstands where 
most people get their copies. 

AS you can see, however, we're back in 
print! New distributors have been ar- 
ranged. New contributors have come on 
board. And we're anticipating a return to 
our old quarterly schedule with a Fall 
issue due out in October and a Winter 
issue due out in December. 

In this issue of APR besides our regular 


Alternative Press Review is an independent not- 
for-profit quarterly publication of C.A.L. Press. 


Subscriptions 

Regular Subscriptions are $16/year by third 
class mail and $32/two years. 

First class subscriptions are $22/year and $44/ 
two years. 

International subscriptions are $24/year by 
surface mail and $48/two years. 

International airmail subscriptions are $32/year 
and $64/two years 

Subscriptions for prisoners are $8/year by third 
class & $12/year internationally by surface mail. 


Sample copies and back issues 

Sample copies of the current issue or copies of 
back issues are available for $6.00 each ($7.00 
each by first class mail). 


Make your check or money order to: C.A.L. 
Press and send it to; POB 1446, Columbia, MO. 
65205-1446. All subscriptions are in U.S. dollars. 
Checks and money orders in other currencies 
must add the equivalent to US $15 for conversion. 
Allow two to four weeks for first class and airmail 
delivery. Allow two to four months for third class 
delivery. Subscriptions are guaranteed. If you are 
not completely satisfied at any point the remainder 
of your subscription will be refunded on request. 

Please keep in mind that if you move to a new 
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An Associated Press report quotes Avin 
Mark Domnitz, executive director of the 
ABA, as saying, "The lawsuit alleges 
there are these practices which keep the 
playing field far from level. We're strug- 
gling for the existence of independent 
booksellers. The dominance of the na- 
tional chains is not in the best interest of 
the American culture." Barnes & Noble 
claims it conforms to industry practices. 

According to the AP, bookseller Clark 
Kepler says independent bookstores are 
being priced out of the market, which 
hurts both booksellers and readers be- 
cause the smaller stores "spur publishers 
to produce a variety of literature and to 
take risks with authors who are of less 
commercial but greater critical appeal. 
The fight is about preserving what Amer- 
ica is able to read." 

In response, Borders claims its stores 
each carry more than 200,000 books, peri- 
odicals and other products, many from 
small and independent presses. 
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Booksellers sue chains 


ndependent booksellers have joined 

with the American Booksellers Associa- 
tion to jointly sue Barnes & Noble Inc. 
and Borders Group Inc., two of the larg- 
est bookstore chains, claiming that they 
use their influence with book publishers 
to obtain cheaper prices and preferential 
treatment. 

The ABA, the major trade group repre- 
senting independent book store owners, 
accused the two chains of requesting spe- 
cial discounts on both large and small 
orders, and threatening to return large 
amounts of books in order to secure extra 
discounts. The anti-trust lawsuit filed in 
U.S. District Court maintains the huge 
bookstore chains are threatening the 
survival of independent bookstores by 
these tactics, especially in (California, 
where both chains have focused much of 
their expansion. 


ALTERNA 


have continued to subscribe, and to those 
who have made special contributions to 
help keep this magazine and our sister 
magazine, Anarchy, going. Especial thanks 
to A. Hacker and Sally Gonick, two long- 
time contributors to C.A.L. Press, who 
have made very a generous unsolicited 
donation that has helped inspire us to 
keep this magazine alive through the 
beginning of the next millennium. 

To help complete our recovery from 
the Fine Print bankruptcy, please consider 
subscribing to APR and Anarchy, renew- 
ing your current subscriptions early, or 
even sending a donation to help this non- 
profit project continue to provide critical 
information and perspectives for a world 
all too sadly in need of them. 

Look for a major reorganization and 
editorial renewal of Alternative Press 
Review with the upcoming Fall issue. 

In the meantime, enjoy your reading and 
thanks for your continuing support! 
-Jason McQuinn, Editor 
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appointed place." May I ask 
how every one can be their? 
Surely it should be his (unless, 
of course, the subject is known 
to be a female in which case it 
should be her). 

On page 54 the word super- 
seded is misspelled. 

On page 3 you have "...the 
media allows..." Please be 
advised that the media allow. 
The singular is medium. Bacte- 
ria are, data are, agenda are. 

There are numerous other 
grammatical indelicacies. 
Sincerely, 

Alan Rosen 
San Diego, CA 


Would you like to volunteer 
as a proofreader? -Editor 


list of simpler spellings and 
what U can adapt. We hope to 
hear from U. 

Very cordially, 

Joe Little 

Managing Director 

American Literacy Council 
680 Fort Washington Avenue 
New York, NY 10040 
www.under.org.alc 


Grammatical 
Indelicacies 


Dear sir: 

I have just come across the 
Winter '96 issue of APR and 
am astounded by the numer- 
ous illiteracies therein. 

On page 4 you have "...that 
helps keep everyone in their 


ES DARN.. 


simpler spellings in its texts. 
What's the angle? Since your 
journal is an alternative venue, 
it may be instinctively looking 
to set itself apart as progres- 
sive and provocative. The 
appearance of an occasional 
simpler spelling would be a 
suttle, powerful means to that 
end—yet is easily read by an 
audience. Indeed, the artist 
once known as Prince and the 
tabloid still known as The 
Daily News use the spellings 
‘U’ (you) and ‘cigaret’ (ciga- 
rette). Others too... 

We at the ALC [American 
Literacy Council] are agents of 
constructive change and we 
want U to join with us. Please 
carefully consider the enclosed 


Letters are welcome! 


As many letters to Alternative 
Press Review——concerning ap- 
propriate topics of potential inter- 
est to readers——will be published 
as is possible given the space 
limitations of this format. All 
letters should be no more than 
one typed, double-spaced page 
(no longer than 600 words). For 
anything of greater length, please 
query first to see if there is any 
chance we will be able to publish 
it. Letters will include the writer s 
name, city and state, province or 
country, unless otherwise re- 
quested. Send all letters to A/ter- 
native Press Review, c/o C.A.L. 
Press, POB 1446, Columbia, MO 
65205-1446. 


Simplify Spelling 


Dear Editor/Publisher, 
Taking a look at some of 
the variations of conventional 
English spelling isn't pritty, is 
it? Tho linguists in ivory tow- 

ers can explain it away, the 
illogic of English spelling con- 
tinues to serve as a hoop thru 
which millions of folks must 
jump in order to become liter- 
ate. 

Most succeed, of course. Yet 
millions of others, despite 
equal levels of blud, sweat, 
tears, and smarts, can't get 
thru the hoop; thay fail to 
become literate in their native 
English tung! Thay become 
marginally literate, just like 
their predecessors. Until the 
past few decades that wasn't a 
problem: pick & shovel jobs 
were plentiful. But no more. 

More importantly, these 
folks aren't able to access the 
fruit of your editing labors. 
That's your loss and theirs, 
too. Thay have no say in the 
matter, but U do. As editor, 
U're either an agent of con- 
structive change—or a propo- 
nent of the conservative, ar- 
chaic, status quo HOOP. U're 
one of the other. That said, 
since your journal is listed in 
the Alternative Press Index, U 
seem like the former. That's 
our hope. 

Yours is the only publish- 
ing/print medium that would 
conceivably have reason to use 
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chorman Dan Rather could be seen re- 
porting live on an attack on Baghdad. 
CBS trotted out some dazzling computer 
graphics showing cruise missiles and their 
targets and simulated live footage of 
attacks on Baghdad. At one point, Rather 
described how it was not known how 
many casualties were caused by the 
bombings. This rehearsal for war was 
transmitted to affiliates for 20 minutes 
confusing some viewers who thought it 
looked like a real broadcast. 


ALL THE NEWS NOT AT TO PRINT 


According to the March 20, 1998 issue 
of Media Culture Review, the massive 
mergers of media corporations continues 
unabated and the results are “creating 
latent forms of censorship.” Peter Phillips, 
the director of Project Censored, writes 
that the basic tenets of journalism are 
being degraded by media owners and 
managers who are economically motivated 
to please advertisers and business elites in 
order to get bigger returns for sharehold- 
ers. This places limits on journalists who 
have less freedom to “diverge from the 
bottomline view of owners and manag- 
ers.” Phillips cites one example of jour- 
nalistic restrictions put into place at the 
Los Angeles Times where the new CEO 
has assigned a business manager to each 
section of the paper. Their job is to make 
sure “that a proper profit-oriented prod- 
uct was developed and to help maintain a 
corporate climate that reflected the desire 
of the board of directors.” 


ALL THE NEWS NOT AT TO PRINT (PART 2) 


Since last September, cartoonist Tom 
Tomorrow has been contributing a bi- 
weekly cartoon to the U.S. News & World 
Report, arguably one of the dreariest rags 


to grace a magazine rack in modern. 


times. Alas, this tiny step to liven up the 
news magazine by actually allowing some- 
one to present a point of view which 
strayed from conventional thinking was 
squashed six months later, reportedly at 
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Bits & Pieces 
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the situation seriously and in great 
depth.” The great depth the publishers 
are referring to must revolve around 
determining how far up their asses they 
chose to insert their heads. 


THE NATION GOES TO WAR 


Two contributors to the Nation maga- 
zine, a publication of supposed left-wing 
intellectualism, made for a surrealistic 
discussion on MSNBC in February. Ac- 
cording to the investigative newsletter 
CounterPunch, “Viewers on February 20, 
were treated to those Rambos of the 
Nation magazine, Eric Alterman and 
William Arkin discoursing on how the 
[Iraqi] war should be fought.” While 
grassroots groups were organizing anti- 
war demonstrations in California, New 
York and Washington, DC, and heckling 
Clinton administration war mongers in 
Ohio and Minnesota, these supposedly 
left-wing pundits were busy criticizing the 
UN’s decision to allow Iraq to sell more 
oil in return for food and angrily snap- 
ping at a concerned caller who had the 
audacity to question the motives of the 
President. CounterPunch reports that 
Alterman “lost all patience when a caller 
phoned in to say that his son was on an 
aircraft carrier in the Gulf, and had told 
his dad that he and his shipmates had lost 
all respect for President ‘Zipperboy,’ who 
was playing with fire in Iraq to distract 
attention from the Lewinski scandal. 
Alterman snapped back that the caller’s 
son should shut up and follow orders. He 
had no business, Alterman said, saying 
such rude things about the Commander in 
camer,” 


While the liberals from the Nation 
were busy beating the war drums, CBS 
NEWS was already rehearsing its cover- 
age of a U.S. bombing run on Iraq—a 
rehearsal that was mistakenly beamed to 
television affiliates via satellite. In a full 
monty “Wag the Dog” presentation, an- 
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Tom Wheeler 


SORDID COVERT ACTION 


or the past two decades, Covert Ac- 
rF tion Quarterly (CAQ), which started 

out as a CIA watchdog newsletter 
and has evolved into a well-respected 
investigative magazine, has always been a 
voracious critic of corporate tyranny and 
an unwavering champion of the worker. 
Despite the exalted rhetoric in its pages 
that workers ought to own and control 
the means of production, the publishers 
of CAQ summarily fired its own workers 
with no notice, taking back the presses 
from the very people who do all the work. 
One quiet Sunday morning in early May, 
plain white envelopes were placed under 
the doors of the workers' apartments and 
a security company hired by the publisher 
changed the locks at the CAQ offices, 
effectively barring them from their own 
workplace. This occurred shortly after 
CAQ swept this year's Project Censored 
awards for the second year in a row. Even 
more bizarre was the fact that just days 
before the purge, the very same publish- 
ers wrote the workers praising the latest 
issue as "terrific" and "one of the best." 
Despite the praise, the three fired work- 
ers, editor Terry Allen, associate editor 
Sanho Tree, and staff member Barbara 
Neuwirth claimed they often battled with 
the publishers over journalistic ethics, 
refusing to be bullied into "publishing 
whacko-conspiracy theories and articles 
that served their agenda but failed to 
distinguish between facts and political 
fairy tales." The publishers, however, 
maintain the firing had nothing to do with 
the content of the magazine, insisting the 
reason for the firings was the “absolutely 
intolerable” conduct of the staff. The inci- 
dent that sparked their actions concerns 
a poster Neuwirth had on her cubicle 
showing a man with his head up his ass 
with the caption “Publisher” written 
underneath. The publishers were not 
amused. In their termination letter the 
publishers wrote that while this incident 
was not the reason for their dismissal, it 
was “the catalyst that caused us to review 
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the lengthy labor dispute over the firing 
of striking dockworkers. Earlier that 
evening the band opened with a version 
of their hit single *Tubthumping" and 
changed the lyrics to *New labour sold 
out the dockers just like they sold out the 
rest of us." In a statement issued by 
Chumbawamba, “It’s not very often you 
get the chance to come face to face with 
the bastards who rule the world and : 
remind them that they are fucking people 
over." The statement further explained 
that if Prescott had the nerve to show up 
at this event in a vain attempt to make 
Labour seem cool and trendy, “then he 
deserves all we can throw at him.” This is 
just the latest controversy for the band 
since its signing to a major label last year. 
A few weeks before this water tossing 
event, Virgin Megastores pulled 
Chumbawamba's CDs off the shelves and 
stored them behind the sales counters 
after another band member, Alice Nutter, 
made remarks on the Politically Incorrect 
television show that Virgin claimed advo- 
cated shoplifting their albums from the 
big corporate chain stores. In October of 
1997 the band had a run-in with Wash- 
ington, DC officials who pulled the plug 
on a free show, claiming the sponsor, 
WHFS-FM, did not have the proper 
permits. In December 1997, Nobacon was 
arrested in Italy and thrown in jail for 
wearing a skirt. 


NATIONAL PROPAGANDA RADIO 


In a recent filing, National Public Ra- 
dio (NPR) opposed new petitions from 
the FCC designed to allow microradio 


EVENTUALLY, HE VANISHES FOREVER FROM 
OUR ZEITGEIST. BUT HE WANTS HIS 
FORMER FANS To KNOW THAT HE HAS 


E-MAIL: DEREK ITY @ ComPUSERVE. Com 
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by demanding the reporters include 
known falsehoods in their series and for 
violating Florida’s “whistleblower” law. 
The attempt to make the story more 
“Monsanto-friendly” was done after 
Monsanto sent a pair of letters to Fox TV 
executives warning of “dire consequences” 
if the series aired in its original version. 
According to the reporters, the stories 
were heavily edited by Fox management 
and their lawyers and included false infor- 
mation to appease Monsanto. The re- 
porters, Steve Wilson and Jane Akre, 
refused to broadcast the new version and 
were prepared to file an official complaint 
with the FCC. The station then tried to 
pay off the reporters by offering $200,000 
if they would agree to a gag order which 
included a pledge not to ever disclose the 
alleged hormone dangers or to reveal how 
the story was handled, according to the 
lawsuit. Wilson and Akre refused and 
were eventually fired. File this one under 
“No Good Deed Should Go Unpun- 
ished.” 


CHUMBAWAMBA CONTINUES 
TO COURT CONTROVERSY 


Despite recent claims that Chumba- 
wamba has “sold out” or watered down 
its radical politics, the band continues to 
court controversy with its involvement in 
high-profile stunts. At the Brit Awards in 
February, British Deputy Prime Minister 
John Prescott was drenched when band 
member Danbert Nobacon dumped a 
bucket of ice water over his suit. Nobacon 
was heard yelling “That’s for the Liver- 
pool [England] dockers!”—a reference to 
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the behest of the magazine's owner, Mort 
Zuckerman, who wasn't enthused with 
Tom Tomorrow's brand of political hu- 
mor. Apparently, this firing is an example 
of what U.S. News’ columnist John Leo 
spoke of at the recent American Society 
of Newspaper Editors convention when 
he told the assembled audience of the 
great importance of “intellectual diversi- 
ty” in journalism. The bizarre allegory he 
used to illustrate this lofty ideal was his 
claim that if a bomb exploded in a build- 
ing, the victims would be from different 
ethnic backgrounds but they would all 
“think the same thoughts.” In the upside- 
down world of corporate journalism, inde- 
pendent thinking gets you fired while 
thinking in lockstep is hailed as “intellec- 
tual diversity.” 


LIES, DAMN LIES AND FOX TELEVISION 


The fact that powerful corporations can 
intimidate TV stations and news pro- 
grams into killing stories and re-writing 
the news is nothing new. Nor should 
anyone be surprised to see these mono- 
lithic corporate conglomerates getting rid 
of aggressive, independent-minded televi- 
sion reporters. That’s what happened 
when a pair of award-winning investiga- 
tive reporters for Fox television affiliate 
WTVT in Tampa, Florida, were fired for 
refusing to follow the orders of their 
corporate bosses who wanted the report- 
ers to water down their report on 
Monsanto’s controversial milk hormone, 
rBGH (recombinant Bovine Growth Hor- 
mone). Now the pair have filed a lawsuit 
charging that WTVT violated its license 
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lenge the FCC and publicly dared the 
FCC to come arrest them. Thankfully, no 
arrests occurred and all the stations are 
still on the air.... at least for now. 


JERICHO ‘98 


On Friday, March 27, thousands of 
people from all over the country attended 
Jericho '98 in Washington, DC, a grass- 
roots demonstration to call attention to 
the dozens of political prisoners languish- 
ing in U.S. prisons. The chanting and 
singing protesters marched through DC 
halting traffic and surrounding the White 
House in what was described as the big- 
gest protest ever in support of U.S. politi- . 
cal prisoners. Although the event did 
receive some coverage in the radical 
press, the national media and even all the 
local outlets in the DC area completely 
ignored the event. Of course, the U.S. 
media does not have any problem report- 
ing on the issue of political prisoners—so 
long as they are abroad. That very same 
day, the media provided saturation cover- 
age of a somber Bill Clinton posing for 
photographs with South African president 
Nelson Mandela at Robben Island, where 
Mandela spent many years as a political 
prisoner. | 


PELTIER PAROLE DENIED AGAIN 


Another story completely ignored by 
the corporate media was the news that 
native political prisoner Leonard Peltier 
was again denied parole on May 4th. 
According to Peltier, the parole hearing 
was “a complete set-up in which the deci- 
sion had been made before he and his 
attorneys had even arrived." His attorneys 
shouldn't have even bothered to attend 
this sham. They were forbidden to speak 
at the hearing. Peltier has already said 
that he has “no faith in the system, nei- 
ther should we." A protest is being mobi- 
lized on behalf of Peltier on June 27 at 
the Ellipse Park in front of the White 
House in Washington, DC. For more 
information email: lpdc@idir.net. 


AMERICA’S COMPETITIVE SPIRIT 


Propagandists, historians and politicians 
are quick to tout America’s competitive 
spirit and generous sense of fairness. 
Another shining example of this can be 
found in Colorado, which has a yearly 
“Bolder Boulder Marathon.” Unfortu- 
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While NPR claims it fully 
supports "fostering a 
diversity of broadcast 
voices," it also makes the 
absurd claim that it does not 
believe that "diversity of 
media voices" will result 
from microradio. 


individual creativity, cooperation and 
initiative. Although fundraising revenues 
have gone up and Pacifica's budget has 
increased by a million dollars, much of it 
has been spent on union-busting activities, 
hiring PR spin doctors and adding an 
additional layer of upper managers who 
are out of touch with grassroots move- 
ments. Despite Scott's resignation, the 
pacification program implemented by 
Scott and her ilk will likely continue, and 
the unaccountable and  authoritarian 
structure now in place will be stubbornly 
defended by the managerial class who run 
the organization. So much for the idea 
that “those who work in the mills ought 
to own them." 


MICRORADIO FIGHTS BACK 


In March, Steal This Radio, a 20-watt, 
unlicensed station on Manhattan's Lower 
East Side, shut down after the FCC 
threatened to raid the station with Feder- 
al Marshals and seize all of its equipment. 
A few weeks later, the station decided to 
fight back. It went back on the air on 
April 15th, minutes after suing the FCC, 
Attorney General Janet Reno and the 
Justice Department for violations of the 
First Amendment. And they're not the 
only unlicensed station to fight back. In a 
show of solidarity, pirate stations in Mil- 
waukee, Boston, Iowa City, and Tampa, 


all of which had been harassed and shut 


down by the FCC, defiantly returned to 
the airwaves the same day as Steal This 
Radio. Joining them was Radio Mutiny in 
Philadelphia, which was also harassed by 
the FCC but not shut down, which chose 
that day to broadcast in front of the 
Liberty Bell. Radio Mutiny had main- 
tained a low profile since it started broad- 
casting in 1996, but after the FCC began 
to go after them, they decided to chal- 
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broadcasting. While NPR claims it fully 
supports “fostering a diversity of broad- 
cast voices,” it also makes the absurd 
claim that it does not believe that “diver- 
sity of media voices” will result from 
microradio. Setting aside the FCC’s subtle 
attempt to float the idea of regulating 
and controlling microradio (the carrot) 
rather than expending considerable re- 
sources to try to shut them down by what- 
ever means necessary (the stick), NPR’s 
assertions that it fully supports “diversity” 
on the airwaves is a bit disingenuous. Up 
until the late 1970s, the FCC allowed 
nonprofit and student organizations to 
obtain permits for low-watt broadcasts. 
Unfortunately, this “diversity of broadcast 
voices” just happened to be in the way of 
NPR. The Corporation for Public Broad- 
casting lobbied quite successfully to have 
the FCC remove these voices from the 
FM band so they could be occupied by 
NPR affiliates and their narrow brand of 
bland programming. Despite NPR’s con- 
tinued efforts to spew self-serving non- 
sense about “diversity” and the increasing 
concentration of corporate consolidation 
in media which continues to narrow the 
kinds of voices and music available on the 
dial, the number of unlicensed microradio 
stations featuring a diversity of communi- 
ty programming continues to increase 
dramatically. 


PACIFICATION PROGRAMMING 


The combative executive director Pat 
Scott, who was responsible for some of 
Pacifica’s most controversial policies 
which infuriated some staff and support- 
ers, announced she will resign effective 
this fall. During her four year reign, she 
ushered in an authoritarian, top-down 
management hierarchy which included 
hiring anti-labor consultants to write 
union contracts, implementing strict gag 
rules on employees, conducting secret 
meetings, shifting programming priorities 
more towards the mainstream at the ex- 
pense of community-oriented programs, 
driving dozens of people out of the orga- 
nization and even banning dissident pro- 
grammers. In Pacifica’s “Strategic 5- Year 
Plan” commissioned by the now departing 
Scott and crafted in secret by a carefully 
screened group, the goals included the 
elimination of “anarchic” systems within 
the organization and to “establish lines of 
authority.” No surprise here since Scott 
has done her level-headed best to squash 
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in Great Britain in 1991 and is bankrolled 
in part by the ethically-challenged Body 
Shop, hopes to develop a “healthy ad 
base” and eventually expand and move 
into other parts of southern California. 
According to Making Change editor 
Jennafer Waggoner, The Big Issue ap- 
pears bent on “McDonaldizing the street 
paper movement.” Apparently lost on The 
Big Issue is the fact that it is a member 
of the International Network of Street 
Newspapers and its charter states no 
member will enter the selling territory of 
another street paper. But like the Body 
Shop, ethics takes a back seat to exploit- 
ing a potentially lucrative market to fi- 
nance its corporate charity services and 
other do-gooder PR stunts. While Making 
Change is an authentic grassroots paper 
which actually incorporates homeless 
people in the process, helps generate an 
income relatively independent of the 
corporatized charity circles and pays its 
vendors 90 cents of each dollar, The Big 
Issue is corporate-sponsored astroturf, 
with only 60 cents of every dollar going to 
the vendors. 


ARRESTING ART 


Weighing in on the battle between a 
group of artists calling themselves "Art- 
ists’ Response to Illegal State Tactics" 
(A.R.T.LS.T.) who are fighting for the 
right to free expression, including the 
right to display and sell their art in public 
spaces, and New York City authorities 
who are engaged in a pattern of 
harassment, arrests, and other efforts to 
curtail their ability to do so, The New 
York Post printed a scathing editorial on 
May 17th blasting those artists as 
“talentless troublemakers,” as well as 
criticizing their “noisy demonstrations” 
and their “drawings of the mayor 
[Giuliani] as Adolf Hitler.” But what 
really proved interesting was that the idea 
of these artists “likening themselves to 
the democracy protesters in Tiananmen 
Square” was, according to the New York 
Post, “a ludicrous and offensive com- 
parison.” As it turns out, the protesting 
artist who originally made the com- 
parison, Wei Zhang, was in fact a 
Tiananmen Square protester who had his 
art destroyed by the Chinese Communist 
Police, although he was never arrested.... 
until he came to New York City and dis- 
played his art. 
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MAKING CHANGE vs. BIG ISSUE 


Making Change is a grassroots newspa- 
per devoted to issues relevant to homeless 
people, focusing mostly on pressing social 
issues and human rights concerns. It is 
also written, controlled and sold by home- 
less people in the Los Angeles area. 
Unfortunately, it is about to receive some 
unwanted competition. In April, The Big 
Issue, which claims it also aims to ماعط“‎ 
the homeless help themselves" invaded 
the LA area, publishing their corporate- 
financed, puffy entertainment rag featur- 
ing the latest Hollywood gossip, celebrity 
interviews, and irrelevant pop culture 
bullshit. The Big Issue, which started up 
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nately, corporate sponsors of the event 
had a big problem with the results of the 
1997 race. Six of the top eight finishers 
were from Kenya. So, what to do? Well, 
if you can't win fair and square, cheat. To 
insure more Americans finished among 
the leaders, race officials passed a new 
rule limiting the number of runners from 
Kenya, or any other country, (the U.S. 
exempted) to three. In a crass example of 
Orwellian doublespeak, race director Bill 
Reef said, “We hope to level the playing 
field.” In a fine example of competitive 
spirit and an overriding sense of fairness, 
the sponsors promised to double the prize 
money for athletes finishing in the top 
five....but only for American athletes. 


CHRISTIAN ANGST 


Well it's no wonder the 

kide don't enjoy reading! 
The only thing in here ig 
a bunch of boring words! 
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CENSORED STORIES 


Topping this year's list of the most cen- 
sored or underreported news stories 
identified by Project Censored, Sonoma 
State University's media watch outfit, is 
the Clinton Administration's aggressive 
promotion of U.S. arms sales throughout 
the world. According to their newly re- 
leased yearbook, Censored 1998: The 
News that Didn’t Make the News, the 
mainstream media in the U.S. has failed 
to report that America’s share of the 
global arms market in the last 10 years 
has grown from 16 percent to 63 percent. 
In turn, these arms sales are then used to 
justify increased weapons spending and 
development to achieve superiority over 
forces U.S. arms merchants have 
equipped and trained. Other stories cited 
in their top 10 list include “Big Business 
Seeks to Control and Influence U.S. 
Universities,” “U.S. Companies Are 
World Leaders in the Manufacture of 
Torture Devices for Internal Use and 
Export,” which notes that 42 firms of 100 
worldwide that produce such devices are 
based in the U.S., “Exposing the Global 
Surveillance System,” which reports on 
U.S., Britain, Canada, Australia and New 
Zealand's continued efforts to operate 
secret Cold War-era intelligence system 
to monitor telephone, e-mail and telex 
communications throughout the world, 
and *Little Known Federal Law Paves the 
Way for National ID Card" which reports 
that The Illegal Immigration Reform and 
Responsibility Act of 1996 contains the 
framework for establishing a national ID 
card for the American public. For addi- 
tional information you can email Project 
Censored at censored@sonoma.edu. You 
can visit Project Censored’s Web site at 
http://www.sonoma.edu/ProjectCensored/ 


CONSERVATIVE THINK TANKS 
DOMINATE IN 1997 


According to a study released by Fair- 
ness & Accuracy in Reporting (FAIR), 
conservative or right-leaning think tanks 
dominated much of the national debate in 
1997. The study found that right-leaning 
think tanks accounted for 53 percent of 
the media citations, while progressive or 
left-leaning ones received 16 percent in 
1997. The study also found that the politi- 
cal orientation of all think tanks were 
often not identified in media reports. The 
Heritage Foundation's conservative ideol- 


"Nobody can make the 
world a better place by 
shopping and in fact the 
world's problems will only be 
tackled by curbing 


consumerism—one of the 


fundamental causes of world 
poverty, environmental 
destruction and social 
alienation." 

-London Greenpeace 


point out the Body Shop "pays their 
workers low wages and are opposed to 
trade unions, ensuring that they keep 
labour costs down and that employees are 
not able to organize to improve their 
working conditions." The leaflet has been 
posted on the worldwide web at: 
www .mcspotlight.org/. 


BEATING SWORDS INTO PLOWSHARES 


On May 17, 1998, the 30th anniversary 
of the Catonsville Nine protest, five peace 
activists ^beat swords into plowshares" at 
an air show outside Washington, D.C. 
Calling themselves the Gods of Metal 
Plowshares, they hammered and poured 
blood on a B-52 bomber during the De- 
partment of Defense Open House at 
Andrews Air Force Base, located outside 
Washington, D.C. in Prince George's 
County, Maryland. After the five activists 
hammered, leafleted, prayed and threw 
their own blood, military and civilian 
police placed the five religious activists 
under arrest. Amy Goodman and another 
journalist from WBAPs DEMOCRACY 
NOW, a public radio show, were also 
taken into custody. The journalists were 
released without charge after six hours, 
but their film and audiotape were confis- 
cated. The five members of the Gods of 
Metal Plowshares will face up to 30 years 
in jail and fines as high as $500,000. 
Given Pentagon procurement procedures, 
that might be enough to cover to cost of 
as many as half a dozen toilet seats. The 
military eventually did return the confis- 
cated film to the journalists. 


JOURNALISM—A THREAT 
TO NATIONAL SECURITY 


Investigative journalist Allan Nairn was 
arrested by security forces in Jakarta, 
Indonesia in March, citing “national secu- 
rity violations.” Nairn was then taken into 
custody where security agents questioned 
him about his contacts in the country. 
Nairn managed to enter the country 
undetected by the military despite being 
blacklisted by authorities. He was origi- 
nally banned from Indonesia after he was 
injured during a massacre of 270 civilians 
in East Timor by Indonesian troops in 
1991. His arrest came on the heels of a 
press conference he held at a hotel where 
he released documents which revealed 
ongoing U.S. training of the Indonesian 
KOPASSUS, a commando unit deployed 
against demonstrators this year and ac- 
cused of torturing and killing civilians. 
The documents also revealed ongoing 
assistance to other Indonesian military 
forces responsible for human rights abus- 
es and atrocities, despite a Congressional 
ban on such training. He was expelled 
from the country shortly after his arrest. 


LONDON GREENPEACE 
TAKES ON THE BODY SHOP 


London Greenpeace, famous for its 
leaflet attacking McDonalds and the 
subsequent and wildly successful battle 
with the fast food giant in the McLibel 
trial, has recently produced for public 
distribution a thoroughly researched 
leaflet about ‘green’ consumerism focus- 
ing on the Body Shop. This new campaign 
and leaflet is called ^What's Wrong With 
The Body Shop?—a criticism of ‘green’ 
consumerism" and was launched with a 
picket outside a Body Shop in Central 
London on March 21, 1998. London 
Greenpeace states that "Nobody can 
make the world a better place by shop- 
ping and in fact the world's problems will 
only be tackled by curbing consumerism— 
one of the fundamental causes of world 
poverty, environmental destruction and 
social alienation." The leaflet charges that 
contrary to their image and reputation, 
the Body Shop makes wide use of petro- 
chemicals, synthetic colors, fragrances and 
preservatives, it exploits indigenous 
peoples, and it has threatened or brought 
legal action against those who have 
criticized it in an attempt to stifle 
legitimate public discussion. They also 
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509 St. Clair Ave., West Toronto, Ontario 
M6C 1C0, Canada for $10.00, including 
postage and handling. For future editions, 
TASC is seeking books, magazines, pam- 
phlets, political manifestos, etc., from any 
movement for radical social change, from 
Christian pacifists to rank and file labor 
activists to those pushing the boundaries 
of sexual liberation. Training manuals 
from groups doing training in conflict 
resolution and non-violent resistance are 
especially welcome. Material for review 
should be sent to 20 Spruce St., Toronto, 
Ontario, MSA 2H7, Canada. The email 
address is burch@web.net. 


1998 ANARCHIST YELLOW PAGES 


The 1998 on-line edition of the Anar- 
chist Yellow Pages is available on the 
internet and can be found at: 
http://flag.blackened.net/agony/ayp.html. 
There is also a printed version which 
hopefully will be distributed by AK Press. 
For more information contact AYP/Nihil 
Press, 339 Lafayette St, Room 202, New 
York, NY 10012, USA or email to: 
nihilpress@hotmail.com 


GUSTAFSEN LAKE STANDOFF 


The Montreal Anarchist Black Cross 
has published a booklet entitled The 
Gustafsen Lake Crisis—Statements from 
TS'Peten Defenders, about the 1995 
conflict between native Indians and the 
Canadian government in the British Co- 
lumbia province. This 50-page booklet 
contains interviews with Shuswap elder 
Wolverine, James “OJ” Pitawanakwat’s 
statement to the court, articles by Settlers 
in Support of Indigenous Sovereignty 
(SISIS), artwork by Kwakiutl artist and 
activist Gord Hill. The booklet gives a 
first hand account by participants of the 
origins of the summer 1995 standoff, 
along with articles and a detailed chronol- 
ogy. Profits from the sales of this booklet 
are sent to the Free the Wolverine Cam- 
paign to directly support the two remain- 
ing prisoners of war. To order a copy 
send $6 to: Montreal Anarchist Black 
Cross, 2035 St. Laurent, 2eme étage, 
Montreal, Québec, H2X 2T3, Canada. 


“Bits & Pieces” welcomes interesting 
news, information and feedback. Contact 
Tom Wheeler at PO Box 4710, Arlington, 
VA 22204, USA or email to: 
rabblement@juno.com 
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pressed his displeasure with Jen Angel's 
role shortly before his death and removed 
her from the zine coordinator position, 
demoting her to a regular “shitworker” 
whose duties were reduced to handling 
the articles and news section of the zine. 
Shortly after his death, Jen Angel decided 
to bail out and has left MRR for good. 
Don't look for her to return as a regular 
columnist to Punk Planet. She has pretty 
much ruled out the idea. However, it 
appears she will have more time to de- 
vote to her own zine Fucktooth in the 
near future. 


FAST FOOD EMPLOYEE SUPPORT NETWORK 


Drive Thru is a newsletter put out by 
the Fast Food Employees Support Net- 
work, a grassroots organization represent- 
ing employees in McDonalds, Wendys, 
Burger King, Subway, Taco Bell, among 
others. The network hopes to highlight 
worker concerns by providing a forum for 
employees, countering the National Res- 
taurant Association's lobbying and decep- 
tive public relations efforts, applying 
pressure on the labor movement to orga- 
nize restaurants, and expose industry 
violations of labor laws and unethical 
practices. The newsletter provides perti- 
nent information about the fast food 
service industry and actively seeks em- 
ployee observations, horror stories and 
grievances as well as relevant news clip- 
pings, management-oriented magazines, 
and information on union activities. The 
network is especially interested in man- 
agement training materials and informa- 
tion about labor activism within fast food 
restaurants. Currently, there are no mem- 
bership fees to join. You can get a copy 
of the newsletter by sending a dollar to 
Drive Thru, 1997 Misner Road, Williams- 
port, PA 17701. 


RESOURCES FOR RADICALS 


Toronto Action for Social Change 
(TASC) has published its first annual edi- 
tion of RESOURCES FOR RADICALS. 
This is an annotated bibliography of 
books and magazines for those involved 
with movements for radical social change. 
The first issue consists of some 75 pages 
of mini-reviews of peace, animal rights, 
labor, socialist, anarchist, communist, 
feminist and native rights books, pam- 
phlets and magazines. Copies can be 
ordered from TASC at PO Box 73620, 
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ogy was mentioned in only 24 percent of 
reports while the progressive-oriented 
Economic Policy Institute was given a 
political identification in 29 percent of its 
mentions. The corporate links of the four 
leading think tanks (Heritage, Cato, 
American Enterprise Institute and the 
Brookings Institute) were rarely if ever 
noted. 


ORGANIZATION FOR A 
LIBERATED SOCIETY (OLS) 


Anarchists and progressives of any 
stripe are being encouraged to join a new 
organization called the Organization for 
a Liberated Society (OLS). The OLS is 
attempting to gage the size of the “far 
left” and to begin linking people together. 
OLS describes itself as a non-hierarchical 
Organization with an inclusive, participa- 
tory, democratic structure and is aimed at 
anyone “concerned about creating a truly 
humane society.” The OLS claims it has 
no leaders, nor does it boast of any “su- 
perstar” endorsements. It aims to grow 
“simply through word of mouth and the 
actions of its members.” You can read 
about their goals and principles at their 
website (www.olsols.org). 


PRACTICAL ANARCHY RETURNS 


After a two year hiatus, Practical Anar- 
chy zine is back in print. The first new 
issue (#10/Winter '97-98) focuses on 
anarchism and the internet with several 
informative articles including a “A 
History of Anarchy on the Net,” a 
comprehensive “Anarchist Guide to the 
Web,” news, reviews and practical anar- 
chy tips and suggestions. The latest 
“special issue” (#12/Summer '98) focusses 
on “Work and Labor.” Practical Anarchy 
is dedicated to finding ways to put 
anarchy into practice today. A copy can 
be obtained for $4 at: PO Box 179, Col- 
lege Park, MD 20741-0179. 


MAXIMUM TURMOIL? 


After Tim Yohannan, founder and pub- 
lisher of the long-running punk zine, 
MAXIMUM ROCKNROLL (MRR) 
passed away recently, many readers were 
wondering about how the zine might 
change under the stewardship of Jen 
Angel, who came aboard last year under 
the official title of “zine coordinator.” 
Well, as it turns out, Yohannan had ex- 
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they'd served four and a half months of a 
three year sentence. 

The move has led to hope that their 
convictions may be quashed. In the mean- 
time, the trial on the same charges of 
Robin Webb with possibly Paul Rogers is 
still going ahead. 

After his release, Green Anarchist edi- 
tor Steve Booth said, “When I was told I 
could go the lads in the cells were cheer- 
ing. People inside have a defeatist 
attitude—but this time it was like, “Yes! 
You've fought the system!” I'm complete- 
ly shocked and stunned by the whole 
thing. The guard said he'd never heard of 
this happening before. We've heard a 
rumor that the reason we've been let out 
was Amnesty International in the US was 
about to list us as political prisoners.” 

"I went into prison with bar of soap, 
biro and toothpaste. I came out with four 
huge binbags of letters and books—I 
couldn't carry them! It shows that the 
campaign must have been having some 
success. It's not over yet. We don't know 
when the appeal is and its even possible 
there'll be a retrial. We can't let them get 
away with this. The conspiracy law is so 
bad, it's a license to nick people. I was 
disappointed at lack of coverage of the 
case in the mainstream. Absolutely pa- 
thetic. The grassroots came through with 
the goods—and thank goodness for the 
internet." 

“They've not heard the last from me— 
jail is no deterrent...The next Lancaster 
Bomber, issue 20, will be out as soon as I 
can do it! Thanks for all the support, 
letters and books. It really cheered me up 
and helped me through it all." 

On being released Saxon Wood report- 
ed, "It's very bizarre being out. I went 
clubbing on Saturday which startled a few 
friends who thought I was still locked up. 
I think it had become too much of a hot 
potato—so thanks to..everyone who 
supported me. I'm writing lots of thank 
you notes—if anyone needs a spare organ 
they can have one of mine! Public pres- 
sure is what got us out. 

“1 was treated fine inside. Once people 

Continued on page 17 
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simply reporting direct 
action news and discussing 
political questions around it 
have now been declared 
crimes, punishable by up to 
ten years imprisonment in 
the UK. 


tive publications have carried statements 
condemning the GANDALF prosecution. 
The September statement of solidarity 


which has since been signed by over 300 © 


publications (including C.A.L. Press, 
publisher of this magazine) and individu- 
als points out that, ^Without a fearless 
and free press there can be no informed 
discussion and participation in public 
life...It is not the reporting of direct ac- 
tion which incites further direct action; 
environmental degradation, animal abuse, 
economic injustice, attacks on freedom, 
weapons exports, nuclear weapons, lack of 
democratic process—these, among many 
others, are the inciting factors." It also 
declares, “It is vital that the press unite to 
defend the basic freedoms under attack in 
this case. It is not for the police to deter- 
mine the limits of our discussions." 

A public organizing campaign was 
organized by the McLibel Support Cam- 
paign and London Greenpeace for all 
those who wish to help defend and sup- 
port the independent radical press, to 
encourage successful and widespread 
defiance of state censorship and persecu- 
tion, and to free the GANDALF 3. 

Then, in a shock move on Friday, 
March 27, 1998, Saxon Wood, Noel 
Molland & Steve Booth were all told they 
could pack their bags and were free to go. 

Their lawyers had put in a standard bail 
application to push for an appeal date 
[still unknown], when the judge signed 
papers for their immediate release after 
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GANDALF 3 convicted, freed 


n November 13, 1997 the British 

GANDALF trial resulted in three 

editors of Green Anarchist 
magazine—Steve Booth, Saxon Burchnall- 
Wood and Noel Molland—each being 
sentenced to 3 years imprisonment. 
(*GANDALF" is an acronym derived 
from the organization names of the ac- 
cused, Green Anarchist aND the Animal 
Liberation Front.) The state had brought 
charges against the editors of Green Anar- 
chist and supporters of the ALF for “con- 
spiracy to incite persons unknown to 
commit criminal damage." One ALFSG 
(Animal Liberation Front Support 
Group) newsletter editor was found “not 
guilty” and two other defendants are still 
being tried. All those convicted are pre- 
paring for appeals. 

The three convicted defendants had 
published news of a wide range of current 
direct actions (in the UK and other coun- 
tries around the world) by a wide range 
of militant activists. The court decided 
this was “incitement.” This means that 
simply reporting direct action news and 
discussing political questions around it 
have now been declared crimes, punish- 
able by up to ten years imprisonment in 
the UK. Passing sentence after the 12- 
week trial at Portsmouth Crown Court, 
Judge David Selwood claimed, “Those 
who incite such actions and who hope 
such actions will increase and proliferate 
are, at least in my view, as guilty as those 
who take part in violent direct action.” 
Judge Selwood went on to call the three 
convicted defendants “terrorists.” 

Freedom of expression and association 
are never guaranteed, despite the illusions 
encouraged by toothless documents like 
the UN Charter (or the somewhat more 
respected Bill of Rights in the US), and 
the way the conspiracy/incitement laws 
have been used in the GANDALF case 
demonstrates how easily these freedoms 
can be violated in the UK. 

In the wake of the trial Green Anarchist 
continues to publish as usual. Over seven- 
ty representatives of the alternative press 
issued a statement in September in sup- 
port of Green Anarchist, and forty alterna- 
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An interview with Brenda Loew 
By Greg Smith & Scott Anders 


readership of the magazine. 

"EIDOS is read by an energetic, well- 
informed, international audience of men, 
women, and couples of all sexual orienta- 
tions, preferences, and lifestyles," says 
Loew. “EIDOS readers are of all ages, 
incomes, professions, avocations, and 
vocations. They live in all 50 states and 87 
countries worldwide. We also stimulate 
our readers' minds with articles and dis- 
cussions concerning reproductive rights 
and freedoms, women's rights, feminism, 
animal rights, eco-environmentalism, pro- 
hemp, peace and justice, secular human- 
ism, alternative spiritualities, third politi- 
cal parties, the Native American move- 
ment, and the internet." 

The publisher of EIDOS is free-spirited, 
highly-educated, well-read. She is health- 
conscious and works out three to four 
times a week at a gym. She's very opin- 
ionated and doesn't back down when she 
sees inequalities and injustices. Loew 
believes the Bill of Rights is under attack 
from many sources. She strongly feels the 
individual has to stand up for his or her 
rights and fight to defend those rights. 

“We need,” the publisher says, “to keep 
reminding the American public that 
‘freedom isn’t free’; that we are in danger 
of losing our rights and freedoms; that we 
must be vigilant and fight back. Ultra- 
conservative Republican politicians to- 
gether with The Religious Right are 
leading a culture war to suspend our 
constitutional rights. They want to illegal- 
ize abortion, manufacture V-chips, ban 
‘offensive’ music lyrics, censor the World- 
wide Web, eliminate funding for the 
National Endowment for the Arts, and 
much more. They fully intend to control 
The White House, Congress, The Su- 
preme Court, the mainstream and adult 
entertainment industries, and what the 
American public thinks, sees, reads, views, 
and says." 

Loew has appeared as an invited guest 
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“At EIDOS, we believe in 
and celebrate honest, sex- 
positive, pleasure-oriented, 
guilt-free, mutually- 
consensual, sensual, and 
sexual expression for 
consenting adults that is 
completely free of unwanted 
power, control, and 
degradation." 

-Brenda Loew 


two, then proceeds to proclaim that he is 
the woman's slave? Is he a hopeless ro- 
mantic or a D/S practicing pervert? Or, 
perhaps, has he gone from being a “ro- 
mantic" when he dropped to his knees to 
express his devotion to the woman to 
performing an "erotic" act when he of- 
fered to be her slave? 

“There is still a lot of debate as to what 
‘erotica’ consists of,” Loew admits. “At 
EIDOS, we believe in and celebrate hon- 
est, sex-positive, pleasure-oriented, guilt- 
free, mutually-consensual, sensual, and 
sexual expression for consenting adults 
that is completely free of unwanted pow- 
er, control, and degradation. We con- 
demn violent criminal acts of sexual abuse 
of any kind, including rape, incest, and 
child molestation...E7DOS is about mutu- 
ally-consenting adults out to please one 
another sexually. That is the main focus 
of our magazine! To sexually stimulate 
consenting adults!" 

EIDOS' popularity is worldwide. There 
are few boundaries when it comes to the 
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man who attempts to fulfill every 
desire of a woman, who spends 
his money pleasing her, who puts 
the woman on a pedestal—worships her— 
would be referred to by many as a 
"romantic." Others, however, may speak 
of the man as a submissive, a member of 
a sexual lifestyle group referred to in 
literature as dominate/submissive, and call 
that same man a pervert. 

^'Erotica' is in the eye of the behold- 
er," says Brenda Loew of EIDOS (Every- 
one is Doing Outrageous Sex) magazine. 

Loew has accepted the universally held 
belief that beauty is in the eye of the 
beholder and expanded on that idea to 
stress that erotica—in its many forms 
(straight, bi, gay....)—is nothing more that 
beauty combined with human desire... 

Brenda Loew, 46, resident of Boston, 
lives amidst the scent of history in her 
. 200 year-old house—hand-hewn wooden 
beams, Douglas fir floors, pink granite 
steps, cobblestone driveway—built circa 
1800. 

“The house was constructed when Jef- 
ferson was President,” says the soft-spo- 
ken, 5'5", hazel-eyed magazine publisher 
and mother of two. 

EIDOS, an alternative, independent sex 
magazine explicit in its content and advo- 
cating sexual freedom for all lifestyles, 
published its first issue in January 1984 
during the Reagan-Bush administration. 

“EIDOS provides a safe forum for 
consenting adults to explore their sensual 
and sexual selves,” she says. “The maga- 
zine advocates and defends individual 
liberty, first amendment freedoms, and 
personal privacy rights. EIDOS, through 
erotica, promotes freedom of sexual self- 
expression and tolerance for the beauty of 
sensual and sexual diversity.” 

Is it “romantic,” “erotic” or “porno- 
graphic” when the man mentioned in the 
introduction of this article drops to his 
knees to propose a union between the 
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University in Providence, 
R.I. During the '70s, I be- 
came a tenured. public 
school speech therapist. My 
weekly caseload was 80 
students between the ages 
of 3 and 21. During the last 
ten years, to help make 
ends meet while publishing 
EIDOS, 1 have worked 
part-time as a telefund- 
raiser for ‘good causes, 
delivered newspapers, and 
driven a cab. I am licensed 
to carry a firearm and am a 
dead shot with a pistol. I 
was born Jewish, but I 
respect Nature and Reason 
more. Spiritually, I identify 
as an eclectic, solitary hu- 
manist-feminist pagan, 
primarily in Celtic, Saxon, 
and Teutonic traditions. In 
the purest pagan tradition, 
an individual leads a life 
that ‘If harms none, it is 
permissible. Paganism 
demystifies, celebrates, and 
reveres sensuality and sexu- 
ality as sacred, divine, and 
natural." 

Her pet Pit Bull, Scout, 
by her side, Loew goes on: 
“T think of men and women 
first, as human beings, so 
biological differences aside, 
I don't believe in mindless 
conformity to societal or 
bedroom roles or expecta- 
tions," she explains. ^I believe in being 
yourself and doing what's right for your- 
self, your partner or significant other. No 
glass ceilings. No limitations. Sexual ex- 
pression goes too far only if the behaviors 
leave one feeling bad, exploited, or physi- 
cally at risk. Unhealthy sex can make a 
person physically or spiritually ill. For 
example, unwanted acts of sexual vio- 
lence, force, manipulation and coercion, 
especially those that terrorize and victim- 
ize women and children. 

“But laws prohibiting consensual sexual 
activity—like sex between consenting gay 
adults, for example—are absurd! Gay sex 
isn’t necessarily unhealthy or immoral at 
all! Gay bashing and the harassment of 
gays are evil human rights violations.” 

Regarding historic human sexuality, 
Loew says that more natural societies like 
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is selling quite well on the newsstands. In 
the next few years or, preferably sooner, 
my goal is to reach even more people 
with EIDOS’ message of freedom. How- 
ever, without a substantial influx of mon- 
ey or daily cash flow, I may have to find 
a buyer, partner, or ‘angel’ in 1998.” 


Loew is a third generation Bostonian 
and one of the last living members of the 
controversial pioneering Loew entertain- 
ment family. Her background and lifestyle 
are varied and unique: “I got married in 
1970 at age 19 and divorced in 1983,” 
Loew volunteers. “I have not re-married 
in the legal sense. I mothered two eman- 
cipated adult children, ages 19 and 23. I 
earned a Bachelor of Arts in English 
Language and Literature in 1971 from 
Boston University and a Master of Sci- 
ence in Linguistics in 1973 from Brown 
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on nearly one hundred 
local and national TV and 
radio shows, including three 
Morton Downey, Jr. shows, 
Sally Jesse Raphael, 9 
Broadcast Plaza, and Peo- 
ple Are Talking, defining 
her fight for sexual liberty. 
In August, 1985, she suc- 
cessfully beat a censorship 
attack by conservative poli- 
ticians who wanted to shut 
EIDOS down. Since then, 
she's debated representa- 
tives from organizations 
like Morality In Media, the 
National Coalition Against 
Pornography, Stand To- 
gether Opposing Pornogra- 
phy (S.T.O.P.), the Eagle 
Forum, the Conservative 
Caucus of New Jersey, the 
Moral Majority, and Massa- 
chusetts Citizens For Life. 
A declared feminist herself, 
“anti-porn feminists” refuse 
to debate her face to face, 
she says. A guest speaker at 
groups including Boston 
MENSA, Dedham Rotary, 
the New England Anarchist 
League, the Libertarian 
Party of Massachusetts, 
Boston University’s Philoso- 
phy of Law: Women and 
the Law class, Milton Acad- 
emy, the Women’s Center 
at Northeastern University, 
the Radical Booksellers 
Convention, and the Boston Coalition for 
Freedom of Expression, Loew continues 
her “mission” to challenge her opponents 
on the issues of First Amendment rights 
and sexual liberty. 

“EIDOS has always been a calling, a 
mission,” Loew says. “I don’t think about 
doing anything else. Editorially, I would 
like to publish more investigative journal- 
ism. However, my immediate goal is to 
make EIDOS financially stronger. In the 
short term, we have already increased 
revenues into EJDOS by selling sex toys, 
erotic massage oils, hemp personal body 
care products...." 

*EIDOS will be 14 years old in 1998," 
she says, *and I have to make a decision 
about its future. The reality is that 
EIDOS has become an increasingly more 
upscale, more mainstream publication and 
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Loew believes that women in their late 
teens, 20s, and 30s are far more vocal 
about what pleases them sexually than are 
women 40 and over: “Just look at today’s 
women’s magazines at the supermarket 
checkout counters,” she says. “They’re 
loaded with cover stories that offer wom- 
en sex tips and advice about giving and 
having orgasms. They provide women 
with information about how to become 
less sexually inhibited.” 

Loew says that men and women have 
preconceptions and misconceptions about 
each other both in public and in private, 
including sexually: “I think the greatest 
misunderstandings women and men have 
result from the clash of reality with sexual 
stereotypes, religious conditioning, and 
cultural expectations,” she points out. 
“Generally speaking, I would say to both 
women and men: Be good listeners! Real- 
ly listen to what your mate is saying, 
regardless if you agree or not. Really 
listen! You have no idea how very impor- 
tant it is to them that their voice, their 
thoughts, their emotions, their feelings 
are registering with you. You are their 
physical conscience. Think before you 
speak and keep an open mind. Mindless 
compliance to stereotypes, jealousy, lack 
of respect, mistrust, and impatience crip- 
ple and destroy relationships.” 


On the subject of separation (or di- 
vorce if legally married), Loew is con- 
vinced that it is the failure of intimacy 
rather than the much-publicized idea that 
fear of intimacy guides many to separa- 
tion. A failure to share ideas, emotions, 
sexual fantasies and fetishes...with one 
another causes the emotional rift that 
breaks the chain which binds. 

For Loew, intimacy and love “are diffi- 
cult terms to give a finite definition 
to...Emotions are complicated entities to 
confront. Whether we’re talking about 
romantic love, affairs, being in love, mar- 
ried love, or loving relationships, there 
are just too many ways to be up close and 
personal with people of the opposite or 
same sex. You don’t need to be in love or 
married to be intimate on any level with 
another person. Unmarried couples may 
be gentle, caring lovers who cherish each 
other for a lifetime. Married couples may 
be sexually estranged. Regarding sexual 
satisfaction in any relationship, communi- 
cating the truth about what turns one on 
is essential, but, unless the delivery is 
handled tactfully and wisely, it may not 
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Brenda Loew 


it’s always been the female that bears the 
child! Always! Women accept that. Men 
accept that. That is a mutually accepted 
fact based on Nature, and that’s why, 
intrinsically, women think differently 
about sex than men do and vice-versa. It’s 
the woman that always has and always will 
become pregnant, either consensually 
between a man and a woman who want to 
have a baby or by a mistake because 
raging hormones on both sides won out!” 


“Each human being either 
goes forward or is held back 
by their own mind! | don’t 
think there is anything else. 
Any prior conditioning, any 
indoctrination that makes a 
woman think ‘good girls 
don't, bad girls do,’ will 
imprison her own body.” 
-Brenda Loew 


the American Indians, Africans, Malay- 
sians, and ancient Egyptians, Greeks, and 
Romans regarded sex as a joy, included 
sex in their religions, and delighted in 
healthy sexual activity. “Our society is 
Bible-based, artificial, controlled, and 
violent,” she says. “For two thousand 
years, moral authoritarians have preached 
that intimacy, specifically sensual pleasure 
and sexual activity are evil, wrong, and 
sinful. During The Victorian Era, the 
New England Watch and Ward Society 
monitored ‘indecency’ at state fairs, race 
tracks, night clubs, and stag parties. It 
banned books and censored the theater. 
In 1934, the Roman Catholic Church 
founded the Legion of Decency to classify 
and condemn films if found indecent.” 
Loew discusses relationships: “The only 
thing that can hold a woman back from 
talking to the man in her life about her 
sexual likes and dislikes is her mind!” 
Loew, eyes lit with passion for under- 
standing, explains in a soft but firm voice. 
“Each human being either goes forward 
or is held back by their own mind! I don’t 
think there is anything else. Any prior 
conditioning, any indoctrination that 
makes a woman think ‘good girls don’t, 
bad girls do,’ will imprison her own body. 
Remember, from the beginning of time, 
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“It is vital that the press 
unite to defend the basic 
freedoms under attack in this 
case. It is not for the police 
to determine the limits of our 
discussions.” 


not grounds to appeal the sentence. If 
they uphold the conviction on appeal we 
could go back inside. The whole freedom 
of speech and implied conspiracy is crazy. 
Maybe our release is the whole case 
starting to unravel and hopefully Robin 
will walk.” 

The freed men went on to join the 
Liberation Tour, a speaking tour of the 
two remaining defendants who have yet 
to go to trial, Paul & Robin. 

For more information contact: London 
GANDALF Support Campaign, c/o Lon- 
don Greenpeace, Panther House, 38 
Mount Pleasant, London WC1X OAP, 
U.K. E-mail (c/o): lgp@envirolink.org 

This article was in part compiled from infor- 
mation provided by: SchNEWS <schnews@ 
gn.apc.org> Also see the SCRANEWS GANDALF 
Web Pages: http://www.cbuzz.co.uk/SchNEWS/ 


You don’t have 
to fuck over 


people to survive 
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GANDALF 3 
convicted, freed 


Continued from page 13 


found out why I was in, they were sympa- 
thetic. They thought three years was 
pretty harsh for a paperboy. The whole 
sorry thing is not over yet. Paul & Robin 
still are still on trial. Meanwhile, I'm 
looking forward to the festivals. I'm still a 
Green Anarchist but maybe it's time to 
move into different areas. For the next 
few weeks I'll be running around like a 
headless chicken. I learnt lots of patience 
in prison—so certain things can go on the 
back burner.” 

And Noel Molland added, “Within half 
an hour of being told I was standing 
outside the prison gates, totally stunned 
and amazed. The first person I phoned 
burst into tears. 

“Prison was not hard, just dull and 
boring. My main hassle was three neo- 
nazi skinheads singing: ‘You're Red, 
you're Scum, you're public enemy Number 
One!’ I had around two hundred support- 
ers and I'd like to say thanks to all—it 
was really appreciated. Although we are 
physically out there are other people 
inside who would also appreciate letters 
of support. 

“The judge seems to think that there 
are grounds to appeal the conviction, but 
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lead to intimacy at all! There are no 
guarantees when it comes to love, intima- 
Cy, sexual satisfaction, marriage, and long- 
term relationships. Unless you're satisfied 
with a simple Webster's Dictionary defini- 
tion, cut and dried explanations of the 
meanings of ‘intimacy’ and ‘love’ are not 
easy to define." 

Most people are not aware of the 1995 
federal law governing erotic (pornograph- 
ic) publications and videos. The new law 
threatens to imprison sexuality itself, if 
enforced. 

“Adult magazines and videos are now 
required to state that they comply with 18 
USC 2257, The Child Protection Restora- 
tion and Penalties Enhancement Act, a 
federal law that took effect on July 3, 
1995,” Loew, explains. “This federal law 
was introduced by  ultra-conservative 
Senator Jesse Helms, a chief architect of 
the Human Life Amendment. This law's 
name is misleading. 18 USC 2257 will not 
protect real children from real criminal 
acts of real sexual abuse. It is just a way 
to harass producers of adult materials and 
consenting adults. The law requires pub- 
lishers of photos or movies depicting 
‘actual sexually explicit conduct’ to com- 
pile and maintain records of the names, 
stage names, addresses of the models, 
including copies of their birth certificates, 
drivers licenses, and passports and turn 
them over to federal agents at any rea- 
sonable time upon request—without a 
warrant. The law is vague about how it 
defines ‘actual sexually explicit conduct.’ 

“For instance, if you showed two sexy 
senior citizens closely embracing—without 
any insertion or penetration—the govern- 
ment may decide it’s there anyway and 
bring you up on charges. They have the 
power to interpret what’s in the photo. 
The law also requires that publishers and 
video makers print their actual street 
location where federal agents can find 
where these photo records are being kept. 
Non-compliance means a jail term for up 
to two years and heavy fines. It gets 
worse for repeated violations, of course. 
The Supreme Court has already refused 
to hear an appeal brought by the Ameri- 
can Liberty Association and others. 

“T believe 18 USC 2257 guts First, 
Fourth, and Fifth amendment rights of 
consenting adults to speech and press 
freedoms, personal privacy rights, and the 
right to be free from self-incrimination.” 

“I refuse to comply with 18 USC 2257!” 
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Paul Goodman called “a hankering for 
craft guild self-management.” If radio had 
become a typically hierarchical creden- 
tialed profession, more managerial than 
meritocratic, any revolt of independent 
radio craftsmen was bound to be anar- 
chist, in impulse if nothing else. The 
result was a station dedicated not only to 
musical variety but to unfettered free 
speech; one that refused both government 
and corporate funds, preferring the then- 
untried notion of turning to its listeners 
for sponsorship. 

What a difference five decades can 
make. Today, Pacifica soaks down about 
a million dollars in federal subsidies each 
year, applies to the Pew Charitable Trust 
and other corporate foundations for yet 
more outside money, fires volunteers who 
criticize station policy while on the air, 
and occupies a predictable political niche, 
self-righteously P.C. but as averse to the 
genuinely radical as it is to the right-of- 
center. (Long gone are the days when a 
Pacifica volunteer would read the John 
Birch Society’s Blue Book over the air, 
sans tut-tutting commentary, so that 
listeners might simply better understand 
what all the fuss was about.) Interesting, 
unusual shows are being dropped, to 
make way for what former KPFK shop 
steward Lyn Gerry calls “annoying clus- 
ters of soundbites interrupted by little 
blurbs of music." Critics charge the larger 
network with an intense effort to central- 
ize programming and break any force that 
blocks the path to NPRification—even if 
that means traversing its professed pro- 
gressive values and trying to bust its 
employees' and volunteers' union. 

Needless to say, that is not how 
Pacifica's managers prefer to describe the 
changes underway. "I hear all these sto- 
ries," complains Executive Director Patri- 
cia Scott. “I read the Internet, and I 
listen to questions from people like you 
writing about this stuff, and it's so far 
removed from reality...What you're doing 
is you're taking statements from a small 
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bohemia. The poet Kenneth Rexroth, an 
early participant in the station, has attrib- 
uted the anarchist revival of that place 
and time to the ongoing local interaction 
between avant-garde artists, disillusioned 
Reds, and conscientious objectors (such 
as Hill) who labored in work camps along 
the west coast and came to San Francisco 
on their leaves. Rexroth's recollections 
are accurate and informative, but there 
was more to Pacifican anarchism than his 
account suggests. Anarchism has tradi- 
tionally appealed not only to bohemians 
and pacifists but to craftsmen, artisans, 
independent producers—those with what 


KPFA was the first of a new 
kind of radio station, what 
later came to be known as 
community radio. Community 
radio eschews formats and 
playlists in favor of genre- 
mixing freeform, deep-focus 
specialty shows, and 
ideologically diverse talk 
programming; it values finan- 
cial independence, volunteer 
management, political 
irreverence, and creative, 
risk-taking, locally-based pro- 
grams. It is the opposite of 
"professional" broadcasting, 
commercial or public. 
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n 1949, when a disenchanted Berkeley 

broadcaster named Lewis Hill found- 

ed KPFA, no station like it existed 
anywhere in America. For two decades, 
radio had been evolving, or devolving, 
from a craft into a profession. The heady 
early days of broadcasting, of easy entry 
and experimentation, were long past; the 
airwaves were now corporate property, an 
arrangement imposed and policed by 
federal regulators. Small regional stations 
and border radio offered listeners a few 
alternatives to the standard network fare, 
and a handful of visionaries within the 
system sometimes managed to push cre- 
ative wares past the usual wall of white 
noise. But those were aberrations. Main- 
stream radio was streamlined, predictable, 
and monopolized by people who wanted 
to keep it that way. 

KPFA was different. The only prerequi- 
site for getting a show there was, in the 
words of Hill's biographer John Whiting, 
“that the broadcasters possess minds 
whose contents, however eccentric, were 
worth sharing.” The station’s commenta- 
tors ranged from Trotskyists to Georgists 
to Casper Weinberger; its music ranged 
from opera to jazz to John Cage, as well 
as the vast variety of styles that marketers 
today lump together as “world music.” 
KPFA was the first station of the Pacifica 
network; it would soon be joined by 
WBAI in New York, KPFK in Los Angel- 
es, KPFT in Houston, and WPFW in 
Washington. More importantly, it was the 
first of a new kind of radio station, what 
later came to be known as community 
radio. Community radio eschews formats 
and playlists in favor of genre-mixing 
freeform, deep-focus specialty shows, and 
ideologically diverse talk programming; it 
values financial independence, volunteer 
management, political irreverence, and 
creative, risk-taking, locally-based pro- 
grams. It is the opposite of “professional” 
broadcasting, commercial or public. 

The young KPFA reflected the anar- 
chist and pacifist ethos of 1940s Bay Area 
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network needed some sort of change— 
just not the kind it's gotten. 

For management's side of the story, 
one might turn to the foundation's devel- 
opment director, Dick Bunce, who has 
drafted a "strategic five-year plan" outlin- 
ing the network's intentions, titled “A 
Vision for Pacifica Radio: Creating a 
Network for the 21st Century." Anyone 
who doubts the essentially bureaucratic 
mindset of the new Pacifica should reflect 


offered different complaints, some in 
radical contrast to one another—further 
undermining the theory that Pacifica's 
critics are a single “small group." For 
example, one listener prefers KPFK's 
revamped programming to the material it 
replaced. “It is the Byzantine in-fighting 
and secrecy, and refusal to figure out a 
way to incorporate member participation 
and communication, that I deplore." And 
most of the dissidents concede that the 


Collage: Mordicus 


group of people that have been fired. 
And they represent no mass movement of 
people in Pacifica stations." 

Well. For the record, I’ve interviewed 
both current and former Pacifica employ- 
ees, and concerned listeners as well; 
what's more, several of the ex-program- 
mers I interviewed were let go only after 
they protested the turn their stations were 
taking. Others simply left without being 
axed. Furthermore, different dissidents 
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to adopt the very practice Bunce bemoans 
in NPR and PRI: to become a network of 
satellite-driven franchise stations. As 
former shop steward Gerry puts it, 
Pacifica’s managers “see a vacuum creat- 
ed as NPR goes more corporate, and 
intend to fill it.” 


Pacifica always seems to be undergoing 
one upheaval or another, and today’s 
dissidents have had trouble convincing 
outsiders that the present tensions are 
more than just another faction war. In 
fact, the current conflict is rooted in 
internal battles past. The war at Pacifica 
was a long time in the making. 

Some trace the troubles as far back as 
the 1960s, when the network’s governing 
board transformed itself (illegally, some 
say) from a democratic body elected from 
below into a largely self-perpetuating 
institution. Others point to mid-’70s, 
when Pacifica started accepting govern- 
ment subsidies. The '70s also saw staff 
revolts at several stations, leading the 
network in a “Third Worldist” direction 
that some see as Pacifica’s glory days but 
others regard as the beginning of the end. 
By their account, the revolts launched a 
period of inconsistent patchwork-quilt 
programming, inadvertently paving the 
way for reformers to move too far in the 
other direction—and inadvertently intro- 
ducing the poisonous language of 
multicultural one-upmanship to the net- 
work, a game the Scott regime would 
prove itself all too able to play even as it 
wiped out actual signs of cultural diversi- 
ty. (Russell Jacoby’s warning that 
multiculturalism is usually the agent of 
monoculturalism seems apropos.) 

For Whiting, the key date is 1985. Prior 
to that year, non-commercial stations 
were not allowed to rent out their 
subcarriers—"sideband" frequencies that 
don’t interfere with the primary signal. — 
After that year’s broadcast deregulation, 
they could. The result, writes Whiting, 
was a windfall: “Having got into FM on 
the ground floor, [Pacifica] now owned 
half-a-dozen high-output transmitters on 
elevated sites in big urban centers, whose 
by-products were suddenly worth a small 
fortune.” The catch: “In order to guaran- 
tee that the bonanza would not be frit- 
tered away on running expenses, the 
national board quickly staked its claim to 
the sub carriers of all the stations.” Sud- 
denly, the board had a giant pot of mon- 
ey that didn’t have to percolate up from 
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notes, “chances are the dominant players 
in public radio—NPR, PRI [Public Radio 
International] and their satellite-driven 
franchise stations—will replace federal 
support with commercial support.” That 
leaves Pacifica to rescue listeners starved 
for intelligent, critical analysis. “The 
opportunity is ours.” 

And how will Pacifica exploit this op- 
portunity? It’s hard to tell, if all you have 
to go by is their five-year plan. As 
Gilardin says, this is boilerplate stuff—"so 
vague it could apply to anything." Among 
its recommendations: 


e Maximize the use of Pacifica's resources. 
e Stay abreast of new developments in 
technology of potential significance to 
Pacifica. 

© Establish and maintain a healthy work 
culture. 

€ Exploit economies of scale. 

e Establish local readiness criteria and 
basic minimum standards. 


Shovel through the mush, though, and 


you'll discover that Pacifica has decided 


What a difference five 
decades can make. Today, 
Pacifica soaks down about a 
million dollars in federal 
subsidies each year, applies 
to the Pew Charitable Trust 
and other corporate 
foundations for yet more 
outside money, fires 
volunteers who criticize 
station policy while on the 
air, and occupies a 
predictable political niche, 
self-righteously P.C. but as 
averse to the genuinely 
radical as it is to the right- 
of-center. 


on that title for a while—and then, if he 
can stomach it, on the prose that follows: 


In the half century since the Pacifica 
Foundation was incorporated, the worlds 
of public radio, broadcasting, and the 
media have been through multiple trans- 
formations. The present and onrushing 
future is no less dynamic in opportunities 
and risks for Pacifica Radio. Patricia 
Scott, Executive Director of Pacifica, 
believes that we stand at an “unmarked 
crossroads" in the life of our network, 
“where a failure of the will necessary to 
make investments in our franchise could 
trigger the beginning of our demise. 
Imagination and a new sense of purpose 
in Pacifica can make us a national force, 
defining the course of electronic journal- 
ism, not being defined by it." Challenging 
the network to address improved methods 
of impacting political discourse and cul- 
ture, Scott and Pacifica's leadership com- 
mitted extensive time, energy and re- 
sources in 1996 to strategic planning. We 
sought to take measure of our circum- 
stances, identify our opportunities and 
options, our resources and barriers. 


There you have it. The Pacifica of Ken- 
neth Rexroth has given way to the Pacifi- 
ca of an “onrushing future” that is “dy- 
namic in opportunities and risks," of 
“impacting political discourse and cul- 
ture," of *multiple transformations" and 
“strategic planning" and “investments in 
our franchise." These aren't phrases; 
they're wordclots. Former KPFA volun- 
teer Maria Gilardin, already disillusioned 
with Pacifica, nonetheless finds Bunce's 
language disturbing. “What muddled 
thinking is hiding behind these words?" 
she asks. “What obfuscation?... They 
should get their money back. It is just a 
boilerplate that some consultant sold 
them." 


The first half of the five-year plan is 
given over to decrying the state of the 
media landscape. A shrinking number of 
trusts controls the press, Bunce com- 
plains, and the Republican Hordes are set 
to cut off the Corporation for Public 
Broadcasting. (Playing the Gingrich-bo- 
geyman card is rather disingenuous. As 
one former KPFK worker told me, “Newt 
Gingrich is not a threat. Pacifica was 
poised to profit greatly off of Newt 
Gingrich. All you had to do was be there 
and basically say, ‘We criticized Gingrich.’ 
And the money would come in.") 

“Tf public funding is eliminated," Bunce 
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volunteer staff—nine-tenths of its union. 
It is this decertification that has prompted - 
the network's ongoing labor problems, 
and not, as many have assumed, any 
dispute over wages and benefits. 

- Pacifica initially denied that ACG was 
a union-busting company. Scott then 
minimized the amount the network paid 
the group, claiming that the contract was 
for only $1,000, and not over $30,000 as 
her critics had claimed. Union activists 
replied that this was entirely inconsistent 
with the amounts other companies have 
paid ACG for its services. 

While it’s difficult to discern what 
exactly went on between Pacifica and 
ACG, it’s clear that the network’s manag- 
ers have had trouble keeping their stories 
straight. Thus, Scott told me that “we 
hired a lawyer that we subsequently found 
out was associated with this same organi- 
zation. And the minute we found out this 
lawyer was associated with ACG, we 
terminated his relationship with our orga- 
nization too.” Yet after Current magazine 
published an article about Pacifica’s labor 
troubles, Scott wrote a letter to the editor 
describing ACG as “a firm that was advis- 
ing us on labor law and other matters” 
(emphasis added). The Current feature 
itself also described several contradictory 
statements. For example: “[WBAI Gener- 
al Manager Valerie] Van Isler says Pacifi- 
ca hired ACG to ‘help review and con- 
solidate the three contracts.’ But Scott 
says ACG has only advised Pacifica on 
labor law and that she herself drew up 
the contract.” 

Eventually, under the glare of bad PR, 
Pacifica broke relations with ACG. The 
labor dispute, however, continues. The 
root issue here is not the hypocrisy of 
employing ACG, nor the deceit in lying 
about it. It is the long-term implications 
of pushing unpaid staff out of the union. 
Max Schmid, a shop steward at WBAI, 
speculated to Current about what 
Pacifica’s hierarchs have in mind: “Once 
they have all the satellite and transmis- 
sion technology in place, they can central- 
ize programming..and basically have 
satellite units around the country, with 
limited staff who make sure the transmit- 
ter is working and the feed is going out 
properly from headquarters.” 

Schmid’s picture seems unnecessarily 
bleak—the network isn’t likely to strip 
member stations of all volunteer input 
and local identity. And to date, Pacifica’s 
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on Soviet affairs, something more than 
cleaning up the driftwood is afoot. 

In the meantime, here is a quick run- 
down of the results of Scott's reforms: 


Labor Troubles 


At present, the United Electrical, Ra- 
dio, and Machine Workers of America 
represents both paid workers and volun- 
teers at two of Pacifica's stations, and 
paid workers alone at a third. One 
wouldn't expect a radio network associat- 
ed with the political left to have a serious 
dispute with its union, any more than one 
would expect Jimmy Swaggart to hire 
prostitutes or Pat Buchanan to drive a 
foreign car. So more than a few eyebrows 
were raised last summer when dissidents 
charged Pacifica with hiring the American 
Consulting Group as its labor relations 
firm. The ACG is on the AFL-CIO's 
roster of union-busters, and the contract 


it is advancing would decertify Pacifica's 


Over the course of the 
1980s and 1990s, advocates 
of more centralized 
programming gradually took 
over Pacifica's national 
board, by some accounts 
weeding out opponents with 
false accusations of racism. 
(Scott vigorously denies this 
charge.) At KPFA, Scott be- 
came general manager and 
began clearing house, 
eliminating departments that 
lay outside her control and 
moving the station into more 
upscale facilities. Dissidents 
began calling her a "Yuppie 
Stalinist” 
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the member stations. The dynamic of 
power shifted from the individual station 
managers to the network's executive 
director. 

Meanwhile, over the course of the 
1980s and 1990s, advocates of more cen- 
tralized programming gradually took over 
Pacifica's national board, by some ac- 
counts weeding out opponents with false 
accusations of racism. (Scott vigorously 
denies this charge.) At KPFA, Scott be- 
came general manager and began clearing 
house, eliminating departments that lay 
outside her control and moving the sta- 
tion into more upscale facilities. Dissi- 
dents began calling her a “Yuppie 
Stalinist"—the latter as much for her P.C. 
bludgeon and her past membership in the 
Communist Party as for her autocratic 
management style. From KPFA, Scott 
advanced to become executive director of 
the Pacifica Foundation and the person 
most responsible for changing the net- 
work's off-air management and on-air 
sound. 


Few would dispute that the old 
Pacifica's programming required reform. 
Many of its news and public affairs pro- 
grammers were overly cozy with the left 
political establishment, particularly in 
Berkeley, a city where socialists wield 
substantial power at City Hall. Further- 
more, on a radio spectrum already carved 
into extremely finely tuned niches, its 
stations' schedules sometimes seemed like 
yet another patchwork. The problem 
wasn't the diversity—indeed, that was the 
network's strength—but the feeling that a 
lot of the hosts weren't listening to any- 
one else's shows. The result could sound 
more like coalition radio than community 
radio. 

But Pacifica's ties to the left political 
establishment have grown tighter under 
Scott et al. And though the new guard 
recognized the second problem, their 
solution was not to weave the little com- 
munities together, but to snuff them out. 
Listeners have begun complaining of a 
“bland,” more “homogeneous” sound, as 
radical and oddball programs disappear 
from the airwaves and more streamlined 
fare takes their place. Again, not all the 
cuts were necessarily bad ideas, as anyone 
who’s suffered through the “American 
Atheist Hour” can attest. But when the 
network cans an intelligent, important 
host such as William Mandel, for decades 
Pacifica’s widely respected commentator 
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radical commentary were axed. What 
replaced them? Astrology shows. Money- 
management shows. And, of course, that 
satellite feed. 


Conflicts with affiliates 


Pacifica offers its satellite programs to 
other community stations as well, leading 
to yet another dispute. Its new contract 
with its affiliates includes this rather 
vague clause: “Pacifica may terminate this 
Agreement...if Station disputes the good 
will associated with Pacifica’s name.” 
Many stations suspect that this would not 
allow any on-air criticism, or even discus- 
sion, of the changes at the network, and 
have asked Pacifica to alter or drop the 
clause. Thus far, it has refused, leading 
several stations to stop carrying the Paci- 
fica News. 

Several radio workers, many of them 
volunteers at Austin’s KOOP, have begun 
working on an alternative news show, to 
consist of reports taken from community 
and micro stations around the country. 
The new program would be distributed, 
not via an expensive satellite system, but 
through the much cheaper medium of the 
internet. Their ongoing efforts can be 
viewed on-line at http://www.radio4all. 
org/radio/ 


Secretive Management 


In the meantime, Pacifica’s national 
board took to meeting behind closed 
doors. In fall 1996, Take Back KPFA, a 
group of listeners and former KPFA 
programmers concerned with the direc- 
tion of the network, filed a complaint 
with the Corporation for Public Broad- 
casting, arguing that the board’s closed 
“retreats” violate the open meetings 
requirement imposed on stations that 
receive CPB funding. 

CPB first assigned Brian McConville to 
investigate Take Back KPFA’s charges. 
Shortly afterwards, in November, he was 
fired. Then Mike Donovan took over the 
investigation; in February, before he 
could release his report, he too was dis- 
missed. Finally, Armando J. Arvizu re- 
leased an audit on April 9, 1997. 

Arvizu decided that, “with few minor 
exceptions,” Pacifica personnel did not 
deliberate on foundation business at their 
retreats; therefore, he concluded, they 
were legal. Otherwise, he came down 
hard on the network, declaring that 
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ming is less local programming. Houston's 
KPFT, for example, has dumped most of 
its locally produced talk shows in favor of 
syndicated talkers and “Adult Album 
Alternative” music. Much of the latter 
was also syndicated, produced by paid 
programmers in Pennsylvania and beamed 
to Texas via satellite. Ironically, these 
changes came almost immediately after 
the winter fund-drive, the theme of which 
was “save community programming.” 
Granted: managers at Pacifica have 
long complained, with some justification, 
that on-air volunteers had an improperly 
proprietary attitude toward their time 
slots. In the words of Peter Franck, a 
former president of the Pacifica Founda- 
tion and no friend to the current regime, 
“There’s a tacit, very strong agreement 
amongst the staff, “You don’t challenge 
my lock on this half-hour, I won’t chal- 
lenge your competence.” Unfortunately, 
when the new guard started clearing 
house, their decisions seemed to have less 
to do with competence than with preppi- 
fying Pacifica’s image. Long-beloved 
programs devoted to ethnic music or 


Several radio workers, 
many of them volunteers at 
Austin’s KOOP, have begun 
working on an alternative 
news show, to consist of 
reports taken from 
community and micro 
Stations around the country. 
The new program would be 
distributed, not via an 
expensive satellite system, 
but through the much 
cheaper medium of the 
internet. Their ongoing efforts 
can be viewed on-line at 
http://www.radio4all.org/radio/ 
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national programs have been produced in 
different cities. But the trend at Pacifica 
is indisputably toward centralized, *pro- 
fessional" programming. When the Pacifi- 
ca stations' program directors and general 
managers met in Albuquerque on Febru- 
ary 27, 1995, David Giovannoni delivered 
a presentation on how the network might 
increase its ratings and increase its intake 
of donations. His conclusions were re- 
corded in the minutes: 


David suggested that Pacifica begin to 
pool programming because centralizing 
programming lowers the cost of produc- 
ing it by 80%. It needs to define a nation- 
al community to which it can appeal—it 
should re-think its concept of 
community—toward communities of 
interest and program to these interests.... 
He also thinks that the national office 
should mandate a  schedule—sharing 
programs should not be an option. 


In February, the National Labor Rela- 
tions Board ruled that WBAI could not 
decertify its volunteers. Station manage- 
ment is expected to appeal the decision. 


Blander, Less Locally-Derived 
Programming. 


Giovannoni’s idea of a mandated 
schedule was not new. In 1993, Pacifica 
central began pushing a regimen of na- 
tional programming on its stations, which 
would in turn have to drop local (and 
often better) shows to make room for the 
satellite feed. A national program adopt- 
ed by three Pacifica stations would be- 
come a “must carry” for the other two; 
furthermore, decreed the board, “The 
National Program Director has the au- 
thority to declare a program a must carry 
based on...news value and urgency.” 

Things came to a head when WBAI 
refused to continue airing “The Julianne 
Malvaux Show," a slick and expensive 
gabfest hosted by the leftist USA Today 
columnist. WBAI staff complained that 
Malvauxs program was dumbed-down 
and soundbite-driven, and that they could 
better fill her time on their own. Dissi- 
dents at other stations agreed. (The pro- 
gram has since been canceled—not for 
lack of staff support, but for lack of 
funds. Sources differ as to whether “The 
Julianne Malvaux Show" was a must-carry 
or simply a show that the national office 
pushed hard.) 

The flipside of more national program- 
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each weekday evening by a Bellevue 
college station. My travels sometimes 
bring me within range of a Pacifica 
outlet'ssignal—usually KPFT—but mostly 
I depend on other people's comments 
about the network's programming. I will 
concede the possibility that most of my 
friends are misinforming me, and that 
when I've listened to Pacifica programs 
myself I've simply been catching them on 
bad nights. 

But even if all the changes in Pacifica's 
programming were necessary and good, 
the changes in the network itself would 
still be indefensible. Pacifica has become 
high-handed, authoritarian, and bureau- 
cratic. It has set itself at odds with the 
spirit of alternative radio. 


Postscript: Shortly before this issue went to 
press, Pat Scott announced her resignation 
as executive director of Pacifica. But the 
trends she did so much to steward forward 
remain in place, and Pacifica management 
has yet to show any interest in reversing 
them. That will require steady pressure from 
both within and without the network. 
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spector general’s report. 

The board added that it “wishes to 
commend Pacifica for actions taken in 
recent years to strengthen and improve 
operations and programming.” 


Are the changes worth it? That de- 
pends on how you feel about Pacifica’s 
last incarnation. “I listen to KPFA now 
all the time,” one former station employ- 
ee recently told me. “I think it is a much 
better radio station than it was...in the 
1980s, and I am very encouraged by its 
current air sound. To listen to people talk 
about KPFA today, you would think the 
programming is some hideous disaster 
surreptitiously controlled by the Republi- 
can Party.” 

Blankfort disagrees. The old station 
“certainly had its faults,” he concedes, 
“and was, in fact, already moving in its 
present direction. But it still had a life, a 
certain vitality, that is anathema to the 
incompetent control freaks currently in 
charge.” 

I live in Seattle, where my only regular 
window into Pacifica’s programs is the 
network’s syndicated newscast, carried 
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Pacifica's closed board meetings violated 
the Communications Act. “The public was 
not being offered the opportunity to 
observe Board of Directors’ delibera- 
tions,” wrote Arvizu, “as all board ses- 
sions were being held in closed session, 
with the exception of one hour for Public 
Comments.” Pacifica was also judged 
guilty of giving insufficient advance notice 
of the meetings. Furthermore, the net- 
work’s local advisory boards “were not 
being provided with the autonomy they 
needed to perform their functions.” 
Vindication? Morally, yes; legally, no. 
On May 19, the CPB Board held a public 
meeting, putatively to determine how it 
would react to its auditor’s report. Jack 
O’Dell spoke on behalf of Pacifica; 
Jeffrey Blankfort spoke on behalf of Take 
Back KPFA. But CPB had already decid- 
ed what it would do: in a statement draft- 
ed before the meeting, it declared that it 
saw no reason to reduce or eliminate 
KPFA’s subsidy. Rather than accept 
Arvizu’s conclusion that the network’s 
board meetings were improper, the board 
would produce new open-meetings guide- 
lines. In effect, the CPB rejected its in- 


SPRING/SUMMER 1998 


sion was part of the attempt to throttle 
and roll back the gains of the popular 
movements. Internationally, in the wake 
of the U.S. defeat in Indochina, the book 
pointed to the reconstruction of imperial 
ideology. But the real crisis and threat 
was at home. The domestic population 
had to be recolonized. And this is where 
the media perform their key role. 

Media were seen by the right as a 
major battleground to be contested and 
won. Money was to be dedicated to fi- 
nance and drive new ideological institu- 
tions. The three main cash conduits were 
and continue to be Olin, Scaife Mellon 
and Bradley. The principle beneficiaries 
of their largesse are the Heritage Foun- 
dation and the American Enterprise 
Institute. Both are one-stop/full service 
pundit suppliers to all media particularly 
NPR and the Public Broadcasting Service, 


The taming of public broadcasting takes place in a broader 
political context. The popular movements of the '60s and 70s 
were very threatening to corporate and state interests. The 
serfs were seen to be out of control in making heretofore un- 
imaginable demands. The anti-war movement, feminists, 
blacks, Latinos, Native Americans. environmentalists, gays and 
lesbians and others were challenging the existing order. 


TV. The most recent wave of attacks on 
public broadcasting was sparked by a 
1992 Heritage Foundation report which 
argued for its privatization. David 
Horowitz runs the Center for the Study of 
Popular Culture in L.A., which has re- 
ceived millions of dollars in foundation 
money. His newsletter is COMINT, the 
Committee for Media Integrity. He has 
been crusading against public TV as being 
a forum for "the discredited pro-Soviet 
left." He must be thinking of William F. 
Buckley or John McLaughlin. Horowtiz 
has been ballistic when it comes to 
KPFK, Pacifica's Los Angeles station. As 
a former Dole speechwriter he pushed 
the former Senator's vituperative tirade 
against public radio and TV at the 1993 
Public Radio Conference in Washington. 
Dole railed against the *unrelenting liber- 
al cheerleading on the public airwaves." 


He called Pacifica “hate radio” and “anti- 


Semitic.” I doubt Dole, much like that 
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formed to funnel money to the stations. 

Public TV and radio, to a large extent, 
have fallen far short of the Carnegie 
goals. Part of the reason is embedded in 
the enabling legislation, the Public Broad- 
casting Act of 1967. The Carnegie Com- 
mission proposed that funding be insulat- 
ed from the political process. Lyndon 
Johnson, along with the powerful House 
Appropriations Chair Wilbur Mills, would 
not agree, thus creating a structure that 
has an Achilles heel. One didn't have 
long to wait to see the consequences. In 
1972 Nixon, in a fury over so-called liber- 
al bias in programming, vetoed the CPB 


budget. The attacks on public broadcast- 
ing have steadily continued, ebbing and 
flowing given the political season. 

Is the system in place meeting the com- 
munications needs of a democratic soci- 
ety? In my view, the private commercial 
model is a disaster. The public one is in a 
murkier area. 

The taming of public broadcasting takes 

place in a broader political context. 
The popular movements of the '60s and 
7709 were very threatening to corporate 
and state interests. The serfs were seen to 
be out of control in making heretofore 
unimaginable demands. The anti-war 
movement, feminists, blacks, Latinos, 
Native Americans. environmentalists, gays 
and lesbians and others were challenging 
the existing order. The legitimacy of 
plantation life, even the manor itself, 
were being questioned. 

The 1975 publication of The Crisis of 
Democracy from the Trilateral Commis- 
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acification is a U.S. military Viet- 
D War euphemism. Areas of 
. resistance were to be pacified. 
The population was to be herded into 
strategic hamlets and then reeducated by 
being carpetbombed with propaganda. A 
similar campaign is being conducted in 
public broadcasting, obviously with differ- 
ent methods but with same outcome. And 
it is not that public radio and TV are 
radical, far from it. It is what they repre- 
sent. They are outside of corporate con- 
trol and as a result have potential for 
independence. Public space in all spheres 
is to be eliminated. Any alternative model 
to the market one has 
to go. So the right- 
wing strategy is to 
starve them for mor- 
sels, attack them polit- 
ically and drive them 
into the market. The 
result has been largely 
successful. Underwrit- 
ing is more and more 
ubiquitous. In some 
cases they are out and 
out commercials. 
What are the com- 
munications needs of 
a democratic society? I think they were 
well articulated in the 1967 Carnegie 
Commission Report which was the 
founding document for public broadcast- 
ing. An establishment group led by MIT 
head James Killian with such members as 
Harvard president James Conant and 
Polaroid's top exec Edwin Lamb, formu- 
lated the guidelines. The Commission's 
vision stated that programming "can help 
us see America whole, in all its diversity," 
serve as "forum for controversy and de- 
bate," and "provide a voice for groups 
that may otherwise be unheard." It is 
interesting to note that commercial 
broadcasters mostly welcomed the cre- 
ation of a public network because they 
saw it as a way of getting nettlesome 
public service commitments off their 
backs and onto the new system. CBS gave 
an upfront gift of $1 million to the fledg- 
ling Corporation for Public Broadcasting. 
CPB was the non-profit, private entity 
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this tendency. The happy couple, Jenny 
and Karl, are at the dinner table. Jenny 
asks Karl, Why is it that every revolution- 
ary organization with only six members is 
always trying to expel five of them? He 
had no answer. 

Other factors contributing to an evis- 
cerated left radio scene are the usual 
ones: competition, envy, lack of solidarity. 
Some of us have been colonized by the 
avalanche of propaganda and have inter- 
nalized the dominant ideology. We are 
further hindered by the lack of a move- 
ment to adhere to. As Vivian Stromberg 
of Madre says, “There are lots of motions 
in the country but no movement.” 

An old community radio issue is deal- 
ing with deadwood, ie, programmers, 
usually volunteers, who have had their 
own show forever. The problem this pres- 
ents is not only staleness and small audi- 
ences but newcomers, 
who want to get on 
the air become dis- 
couraged and drift 
away. Systems need to 
be designed and put in 
place to provide pro- 
gram review and criti- 
cal feedback. There 
should be signed con- 
tracts that are re- 
viewed and renewed 
based on performance 
not on tenure. There 
is a critical need for 
training, not only for volunteers, but for 
managers. The latter is often overlooked 
because managers set up the programs for 
others and don't recognize their own 
needs. Dealing with people and conflict is 
very stressful. It is important to develop 
mechanisms for dissent and debate with 
built-in closure and resolution. Running a 
meeting is an art form. It should be orga- 
nized and structured with attention to and 
respect for people's time. Like a good 
radio program a meeting should have a 
beginning, a middle and an end. 

In our collective zeal and zest we often 
overlook accomplishments and achieve- 
ments. We need to acknowledge and cele- 
brate them. For example, exactly ten 
years ago, Larry Bensky, ably assisted by 
Bill Wax, anchored Pacifica's live cover- 
age of the Iran/contra hearings. The gavel 
to gavel broadcasts were a defining mo- 
ment in community radio. The electronic 
umbilical cord was activated during the 
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potentially important development that 
deserves its own article. 

There are lots of paradoxes in this pic- 
ture, particularly in the second category. 
KCFR in Denver, WHYY in Philadelphia 
and WGBH in Boston are all community 
radio stations in terms of their license. 
However their programming and the 
acute lack of citizen access and participa- 
tion make them identical to stream one 
types. KUVO in Denver is another com- 
munity station with first group character- 
istics. It differs in that there is more 
citizen participation. It schedules mostly 
music and has very little in the way of 
public affairs except for the grotesque 
daily business program "Marketplace" 
sponsored by GE. 

There are successful models of commu- 
nity radio, eg, WERU in E. Orland, 
Maine, KGNU in Boulder and WMNF in 


Tampa. They are in radically different 
demographic markets. They share a solid 
base of listener support. All three have 
strong mission statements reflecting some 
of the original goals of the Carnegie 
Report. They have regular training pro- 
grams. There is a good balance between 
local and national programming. Based 
on visits to all three, I noticed a sense of 
esprit, élan and cooperation between staff 
and volunteers. These characteristics are 
not to be belittled, but rather to be emu- 
lated. 

Why are some community radio sta- 
tions splintered and fragmented? Some of 
it can be attributed to the well-financed 
external assault and lack of resources. But 
concomitant is Its own internal dis-ease 
and dysfunction expressed in the debili- 
tating left pastime: The tiny savaging the 
minute in order to become infinitesimal. 
There's a wonderful passage in Howard 
Zinn's play “Marx in Soho" that captures 
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other Pacifica-basher Representative Joel 
Hefley of Colorado, has ever heard a 
Pacifica broadcast in his life. I was sitting 
in the audience during Dole's speech. The 
effect on station managers and program 
directors, the gatekeepers of public radio, 
was palpable. 

Ideology and power are war zones. 
They are areas of combat. A Wall Street 
Journal reporter told me recently that he 
pretty much has carte blanche to write 
about anything except for economic issues 
which have to go through the editorial 
filter. There is some progressive money 
around but hardly any of it funds media. 
Instead it goes to cultural projects like 
dance troupes and boy's choirs. The right 
plays hardball with its dough. And the left 
busies itself with badminton. That may be 
changing with the Media and Democracy 
Congress and MediaVision project pro- 


The 1975 publication of The Crisis of Democracy from the 
Trilateral Commission was part of the attempt to throttle and 
roll back the gains of the popular movements. Internationally, in 
the wake of the U.S. defeat in Indochina, the book pointed to the 
reconstruction of imperial ideology. But the real crisis and 
threat was at home. The domestic population had to be recolo- 
nized. And this is where the media perform their key role. 


posed by Holly Sklar and Allen Hunter. 
There is more demand on progressive 
foundations to support media projects. 
Public radio is in three streams. The 
first is the NPR-type, 2/3 of which is 
institutionally based. A typical one is 
WBUR, the Boston University station. 
BU has the license. WBUR programming 
is heavy on NPR. Its own on-air voices 
are few and are almost all paid. The NPR 
category, is by far, the largest of the 
streams. NPR is not a station. It provides 
programs such as “Morning Edition” and 
“All Things Considered” that its 300-plus 
member stations broadcast. The second 
stream is community, e.g. WORT in Mad- 
ison. The third is Pacifica. The latter two 
have a more diverse mix of programming 
along with much volunteer participation. 


I give Pacifica separate status because it. 


is a network of five stations and it syndi- 
cates programming to affiliates. A recent 
addition to the stream is micro radio, a 
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But it seems that there must be a graceful 
way to usher out veterans and bring in 
new voices. Volunteers and staff should 
be honored and treated with respect. The 
burden is on management. Every effort 
should be made to extend hands and be 
generous. If offers are not accepted then 
let the record show that. And if offers are 
not made let the record reflect that as 
well. 

My sense is that many of those in- 
volved, on both sides, feel wounded and 
victimized. This is not unique to Pacifica. 
It is often typical of community organiza- 
tions that people work long hours under 
stressful conditions, are underpaid and 
sometimes unpaid. And worse, their ef- 
forts go unrecognized. There is no culture 
of appreciation. That’s the crucial quality 
present at the Maine, Colorado and Flori- 
da stations I cited. It is something that 
needs work and takes time to develop. It 
doesn’t happen by an announcement. 

Management did not check out the ap- 
palling anti-union record of the American 
Consulting Group it hired. 

As I write, in early September, the 
latest news from Pacifica is that it is 
offering KU band downlink equipment 
free of charge to its affiliates. In ex- 
change, according to the contract, “Pacifi- 
ca may terminate this agreement...if sta- 
tion dilutes the good will associated with 
Pacifica’s name.” Excuse me? Aside from 
sheer vagueness, how does Pacifica im- 
pose a priori dictates and limits on what 
stations may say? 

It is deeply troubling for me to write 
about Pacifica. It has a rich heritage and 
a still enormous unrealized potential. Its 
transmitters are beaming. At the same 
time things are happening in the control 
tower that are disheartening and danger- 
ous. There is the possibility that the net- 
work will become so internally divided 
and weakened that it will be forced to sell 
off its greatest asset: its frequencies. 


How to solve the Pacifica conundrum? 
Mike Albert in Z magazine suggested a 
panel of left luminaries convene to weigh 
the issues, but ultimately, Pacifica con- 
trols its own licenses and its own destiny. 
Without listeners and listener support it 
will attenuate. Building audiences and 
having good programs are not synony- 
mous with selling out. Part of the left is 
afflicted with a poverty mentality. Alter- 
native Radio is doing very well on some 


1998 


SPRING/SUMMER 


SE LE C T 
Radio on the Left 


couple of years ago, Pacifica implemented 
some major programming changes at 
KPFA, its flagship Berkeley station. 
Changes would ensue at the other four as 
well. A group of KPFA volunteers and 
listeners, was concerned that the new 
programming, as well as new management 
policies signaled Pacifica's abandonment 
of its traditional progressive stance. They 
said that the network was headed for the 
mainstream. Kindred opposition groups 
formed at KPFK and WBAI in New 
York. Pat Scott, Pacifica's executive direc- 
tor, defended the changes as necessary to 
the network's survival. She said, ^We had 
a lot of balkanization in our program- 
ming," and the result was *people were 
not listening." Some ugly things followed: 
gag rules to prevent any on-air discussion 
of the issues, banishment from stations, 
public meetings that excluded the public, 
picket lines, angry letters and articles. 

I don't know the details of who said 
what to whom. Rumors and accusations 
abound, all laced with a good deal of 
vitriol. One thing is clear: Pacifica gener- 
ates passion. People care. That's a posi- 
tive starting point. However, when pas- 
sion and caring are distorted by rage and 
hurt feelings then rational discourse is 
difficult. Some of those let go at Pacifica 
stations had for better or worse served 
the network for many years. I cannot 
speak to the quality of their work. No one 
likes being removed from the airwaves. 
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David Barsamian of internationally-syndicated Alternative Radio at work. 


call-in sections. Progressives heard their 
voices from coast to coast. 

No discussion of radio can be complete 
without mention of the much beleaguered 
and maligned Pacifica. I should state that 
I have had my own rollercoaster ride with 
Pacifica. I've been to the top and also the 
very bottom. Today, the only Pacifica sta- 
tion that airs my Alternative Radio pro- 
gram on a regular basis is KPFK. 

All the promises and perils of commu- 
nity radio are magnified at the only left 
electronic network established in 1949 
and with stations in five of the country's 
largest cities. Pacifica has produced in its 
almost five decades of broadcasting many 
memorable programs. It has turned out 
some of the country's finest producers. 
Currently, its daily hour-long morning 
show “Democracy Now,” hosted by the 
intrepid and talented Amy Goodman, is 
being carried by twenty stations, including 
the five Pacifica ones. That such a quality 
program is carried by so few is emblemat- 
ic of the tension and antipathy that exists 
at some community stations toward out- 
side programming. 

The turmoil at Pacifica, I think should 
be seen within the larger political context 
alluded to, and the divisions within the 
left. Pacifica is a lightening-rod for criti- 
cism because of expectations to deliver 
the audio promised land. One longtime 
KPFKer in Current magazine even framed 
her discontent in loss of faith terms. A 
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range from the truly remarkable to the 
mediocre but the base is there to build 
on. Let’s rekindle the spirit of community 
radio. To do that we need dialogues not 
monologues and a willingness to tran- 
scend sectarian differences and reach 
common ground. This process will be 
expedited if the idiocy of holier-than-thou 
correctness is overcome. 

None of what I’ve outlined precludes 
dissent, debate and discussion. Construc- 
tive criticism can only be heard when 
people are listening. And that happens in 
an atmosphere of openness and respect. 
Will progressives continue to be their own 
worst enemy? Pacification can be re- 
versed. The Vietnamese did it under 
brutal conditions. It is essential for psy- 
chological as well as for political reasons 
to project and produce positive alterna- 
tives. It is vital for that to happen. It will 
serve and expand democracy. Community 
radio offers such an opportunity. And as 
the Cole Porter song goes, “Let’s Do It.” 
-David Barsamian 


David Barsamian is the Director of Alternative Radio, 
the Boulder-based, internationally syndicated, weekly 
one-hour public affairs program. His new book with 
Noam Chomsky is The Common Good. 
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orchestra? Hey, you're on your own. 
What I'm proposing is not, as Urvashi 
Vaid fears, a recreation of patriarchy. We 
can honor our individual and group iden- 
tities, the leaf. But we must keep the 
larger ecosystem in view. For the leaf to 
thrive, the branch and the tree it's con- 
nected to must be healthy. And that 
wider forest must be able to sustain di- 
verse foliage. 

I think something to strive for is getting 
from the choir to the congregation. We 
spend an awful lot of time gazing at our 
own navels. Look at this article! Let's find 
voices and issues that will be resonate in 
pickup trucks and in subdivisions. Some 
are doing just that like Paul Klite of 
Rocky Mountain Media Watch and 
Danny Schecter of Globalvision TV. And 
of course, Michael Moore. Generally 
speaking, people on the left lack a sense 
of humor. The success and reach of Molly 
Ivins, Jim Hightower, Barbara Ehrenreich 
and Moore can partly be attributed to the 
fact that they are very funny. Humor is 
wonderful way to reach people. 

Keep in mind, that the U.S. has the 
strongest and most extensive community 
radio network in the world. The stations 


Tapes from ALTERNATIVE RADIO 


Linda Gordon "How Welfare Became a Dirty Word" 
Traces the role of race and gender in the repeal of welfare. She's 
one of the best on social policy, One Tape* | 


Noam Chomsky "Propaganda & Control of the Public Mind" 


Mumia Abu-Jamal "A Case for Reasonable Doubt?" 

A highly produced documentary on America's most celebrated & 
vilified Death Row inmate. The powerful and moving voice that 
NPR refuses to broadcast. Startling new evidence, One Tape* 


major NPR stations. Does that mean I've 
compromised? To some: Yes. For myself, 
I want to reach as wide an audience as 
possible. For those unhappy with the turn 
of events at Pacifica it will be difficult to 
recreate the status quo ante. The majority 
of listeners, outside the core, are channel 
surfers. They want to hear good radio. If 
they hear something that grabs them they 
stay tuned. If not they move on. I suspect 
that Pacifica will muddle along with occa- 
sional flashes of brilliance. Meanwhile, 
there is much to do. Perhaps someone 
would like to produce Howard Zinn's still 
unperformed play? Or create an all pro- 
gressive 24-hour, year round channel on 
the public radio satellite. Sounds far- 
fetched? It would only cost a $100,000 a 
year for the channel rental. 

To build and root a movement we need 
to shift from politics which solely focuses 
on the leaf to the politics of the forest. 
We must resist what Todd Gitlin calls 
“the narcissism of small differences." 
What we have now to some extent is the 
left-handed piccolo player syndrome, e.g., 
I only associate with other left handed 
piccolo players. We are unique and oh so 
cool. And the other members of the 


The title says it all. Get it! Two Tapes* 

"The Culture of Terrorism" 

Population control, prisons & drug war, Two Tapes 
"The Triumph of the Market" 

The economy: facts & fantasies, classic, Two Tapes 


"CIA Covert Actions & Drug Trafficking" 

Alfred McCoy, Peter Kornbluh, et a/ give testimony in Congress 
that was completely ignored by the media. Covers drug trafficking 
in Indochina, Afghanistan, Nicaragua & South Central LA, 
Amazing, Two Tapes* 


Howard Zinn "A People's History of the US" 
A great historian recovers valuable & hidden aspects of the past 
to inform & move us to social action today. A must, 2 Tapes* 


* = national broadcast 

Single tapes are $12. Ergo, a 2-tape set is $24. If you order 8 or 
more the per tape price is $9. If you order 8 or more in the U.S. 
please add $5. to cover postage & handling. Send your check or 
money order to AR, Box 551, Boulder, CO 80306. Visa & MC 
orders, call toll-free 1-800-444-1977. 


Angela Davis "The Prison Industrial Complex" 
The politics of how race, class & gender intersect with the drug 
war & the fast growing prison industry. Brilliant, One Tape* 


Doug Henwood "Wall Street" 
The editor of Left Business Observer on how bankers determine 
social & economic policies. Cuts through the crap. One Tape* 


Richard Grossman "Revoking Corporate Charters" 
Corporations have more rights than citizens. One Tape* 


Norman Solomon "The Orchestration of News" 
Dont trust what you see and hear? A savvy media critic looks at 
how and why the news is constructed. Excellent, One Tape* 


Vandana Shiva "Biopiracy: The Plunder of Nature & Knowledge" 
India's outstanding voice of conscience on the perils of globaliza- 
tion and the promise of resistance, One Tape* 


Barbara Ehrenreich "The End of Caring" 
A bitingly witty, perceptive look at the politics of the Clinton/Ging- 
rich era by one of America's foremost commentators, One Tape* 
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forced t6. resign Ori 
advocated educatior about io v 
and the dse: of castors among teenagers. ^ 
Now wes mply have neo-medieval yer- 
sions of the chastity belt for teens: mam- 
moth abstinence campaigns and crusades, 

Fear of the Power of the Pussy must 


Fear of the Power of the Pussy must cease! Celebration, not 
mutilation! We must all fight to erase the hysterical fabrications 
of those who live in dread of exultant, Eros-positive 
stimulation! Masturbation and cunnilingus are not bad words or 
au contraire, the delicious naughtiness of steamy self- 
service and oral osculation is essential to every Pussy's psyche 
and overall well-being. 


cease! Celebration, not mutilation! We 
must all fight to erase the hysterical fabri- 
cations of those who live in dread of 
exultant, Eros-positive stimulation! Mas- 
turbation and cunnilingus are not bad 
words or practices; au contraire, the deli- 
cious naughtiness of steamy self-service 
and oral osculation is essential to every 
Pussy’s psyche and overall well-being. 
Sexuality that is practiced with reverential 
love can heal, soothe and transform. 
Living a Pussy’s life involves retrieving the 
sacred and releasing the fear. When we 
celebrate the erotic, we celebrate the 
body, nature and our connection to the 
divine—bound to each other in spirit, 
strength and cum shots.” 


-Miss Eona and Princess Noelle 
Pitter-Patter 


“Power to the Pussy!” first appeared in issue #10 
(“This is Girls on Sex—Any Questions?”) of Bust, avail- 
able from POB 319, Ansonia Station, New York, NY 
10023. Subscriptions are $14/4 issues. 
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Power to the Pussy! : Uu. 
CELEBRATE THE EROTIC, Ss. i 


CELEBRATE THE BODY & NATURE 


seus when he visited the Land of the 
lotus-Eaters! 

To assist all eager feeders of the bea- 
ver, Taoist Master Mantak Chia has 
developed a practice known as “Tongue 
Kung Fu.” Hang an orange on a string 
above you and explore martial arts with 
your tongue. Jab the orange, seductively 
slap it from side to side and try to raise it 
up with only the tip of your tongue. With 
an upward sliding motion, envision taking 
your honeyed bunny on the best roller- 
coaster ride of her life—the ascension, 
the adrenaline, the breathless abandon. 
Whether it’s a slow train coming or ca- 


reening in a tri-powered manifold GTO, 
the tongue is in the driver’s seat, steering 
each sigh and squeal. Repeat after us: No 
muff too tuff! 

Since the demise of the Goddess, our 
emasculated patriarchal culture has con- 
sistently promoted unjust terror and 
misunderstanding of our Pussy’s epicenter 
of joy. Throughout the centuries, the 
clitoris was a forgotten enigma, found 
only on convicted witches or women of 
questionable virtue. Girls discovering 
their own orgasmic rapture were medical 
problems and freaks, often undergoing 
amputation. In this eroto-phobic society, 
to become more comfortable with our 
Own sexuality is to be seen as a threaten- 
ing menace. In the US, the last recorded 
clitorectomy for “curing” masturbation 
was performed in 1948 on a five-year-old 
girl. In 23 states, including Washington 
DC, and all branches of the military, any 
form of oral-genital contact is illegal. 


pink pussies, are coming out of the 

trenches, accessorized in leopard and 
lace, to spread the Gospel of Pussy. Pussy 
is not just a slut, she’s a Power Slut with 
a big appetite. Through the elixir of plea- 
sure, pussy is exploding social inhibitions 
and transforming sexual phobias. What a 
combustible combination! 

Knowledge is power, so we begin with 
a little background illumination. The 
clitoris is the only organ whose sole func- 
tion is pleasure. The word clitoris comes 
from the Greek kleitoris, meaning “divine, 
famous, goddess-like.” In 2 A.D. there 
was an ancient Arca- 
dian city of Clitor, 
sacred to Artemis and 
Demeter—goddesses 
of the fecund earth, 
the ravaging hunt, and 
sacred womanhood. 
Clitor was located at 
the mouth of the river 
Styx (the passageway 
to the Underworld), 
said to be flowing 
with menstrual blood. 
There, renegade 
priestesses reveled in 
frenzied, orgiastic play. The clitoris was 
personified as Kleite, Amazon Queen of 
a tribe of warrior women. In some incar- 
nations, she was a nymph worshipping the 
magnificent phallus of the Sun God; in 
others, she was a princess who was turned 
into a sunflower, arching towards the 
sun's rays. Hungry always for the heat, 
our Kleite found sustenance through 
powerful, pure energy. 

Tantra is the ancient practice of fe- 
male-centered sex-worship. Devout 
Tantrics know that since all human beings 
are born through the almighty Yoni, this 
part of the female body is to be honored 
as the gateway of life, the great cosmic 
void from which all existence arises. 
Tantric Buddhists believe that 
"Buddhahood resides in the vulva." The 
vulva is linked to the lotus, the flower of 
perfection and eternity, the thousand- 
petaled seat of enlightenment. Now we 
know what must have happened to Odys- 


[ f love is a battlefield, then we, the 
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mises the committee worked from—were , 
either lacking or outright unscientific. In 
its 1997 meeting, the Codex committee 
decided to use the US Recommended 
Daily Allowances (RDAs—you see them 
on every food label) as the standard for a 
safe upper limit. But “the US RDAs are 
not based on scientific findings, but de- 
cades-old guesswork, and are adequate 
only for preventing the most serious 
malnutrition diseases, such as scurvy or 
beri beri,” according to Daniel Milose- 
vich, C.N., in his report on Codex. 

Indeed, the Codex preamble itself is 
based on faulty logic. Its first premise 
states that a well-balanced diet is avail- 
able to everyone everywhere, and there- . 
fore dietary supplements are simply not 
needed. Have these guys been paying any 
attention at all for the last, oh, few centu- 
ries or so? 


i In 1996, the Codex Committee introduced proposals to 
regulate all health care supplements—vitamins, minerals, and 
herbs—as drugs. | 
Eventually, the FDA wanted American law and freedom—in 
this case, as defined by 1994's Dietary Supplement Health and 
Education Act (DSHEA)...to bow to that of the European Codex 
standards. The implications of this were, and are, disastrous. 


Thus, Codex standardization was born 
of faulty thinking, at best. Factor in the 
expected high-pressure, back-room tactics 
of major international pharmaceutical 
companies—some with as dark a past as 
you can find on Planet Earth—and you’ve 
got a working for conspiracy mongering 
101. 


From Zyklon B to Vitamin C 


As do the best-laid plans of mice and 
men, the commission went oft agley, 
falling victim to outside influences—in 
this case, German pharmaceutical compa- 
nies. Since Codex guidelines are automat- 
ically included in provisions of the Gener- 
al Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT), these findings bind all signatory 
nations—including the United States—to 
abide by them. Considered “settlement 
issues,” Codex standards automatically 
supersede internal laws and regulations 
for purposes of trade. Failure to abide by 
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Codex & the FDA: 
IS THE FDA TRYING 
TO SUBVERT OUR FREEDOM? 


ence. It was a victory for small manufac- 
turers and American consumers alike, and 
flew in the face of the pharmaceutical/ 
medical/industrial complex efforts to 
truncate basic American freedom of 
choice. 

Initially, the FDA— in a strange about- 
face from its typically anti-consumer 
position—opposed the Codex findings. 
Yet once the Codex guidelines were 
submitted to Congress for consideration 
as part of the GATT bill, the FDA conve- 
niently changed its tune, much to the 
delight of pharmaceutical multinationals 
that stood to make millions from the 


Codex changes. And much to the chagrin 
of the small supplement manufacturers 
that would be driven out of business by 
meaningless standards they couldn’t af- 
ford to meet.. 


Faulty premises, bad standards 


The term “codex alimentarius” is Latin 
for “Food Code”; the commission itself 
has been in existence since 1962, char- 
tered as it was to ensure that all UN 


countries adhere to common minimum 


standards for food and related ingestibles. 
Certainly a noble aim, given that few 
third-world nations have the resources to 
implement and enforce such standards on 
their own. 

In undertaking the issues of dietary and 
health supplements, Codex sought to 
devise basic standards for health claims 
and labeling that consumers worldwide 
could rely on. Again, a noble aim. 

But the standards chosen—and the pre- 
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otoriously slow in approving 
drugs, unconstitutionallyegregious 
in going after already-legal sub- 


stances, the FDA has seriously jeopar- 
dized the health of Americans—all in the 


name of “protecting” consumers. Their 
latest escapade? Codex, wherein the FDA 


attempted to make Americans pay 
through the nose for vitamins, minerals, 
and herbal supplements. 

The next time you buy your Vitamin C 
supplements, or St. Johns Wort, or 
Echinacea, you may want to count your 
blessings—for now, at least. After all, 
your right to do just that was nearly 
usurped by a rogue 
federal agency intent 
on dictating health 
care freedoms 
_ American citizens. 

Last November, the 
FDA almost persuad- 
ed Congress to make 
buying supplements 
legal only via prescrip- 
tion. Through phar- 
maceutical companies. 
At low potencies. And 
at a much higher cost. 

Why? 


Codex & the FDA: Beginnings 


Codex Alimentarius is an international 
body jointly sponsored by the United 
Nations’ World Health Organization and 
the Food and Agriculture Organization 
(FAO). In 1996, the Codex Committee 
introduced proposals to regulate all 
health care supplements—vitamins, min- 
erals, and herbs—as drugs. 

Eventually, the FDA wanted American 
law and freedom—in this case, as defined 
by 1994's Dietary Supplement Health and 
Education Act (DSHEA), which was 
sponsored by Senator Orin Hatch (R- 
Utah) and passed by Congress—to bow to 
that of the European Codex standards. 
The implications of this were, and are, 
disastrous. 

DSHEA assures Americans that health 
supplements have a right to exist and 
make legitimate therapeutic health claims 
that are rooted in common user experi- 
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The German situation 


As International Advocates for Health 
Freedom founder John Hammell reported 
from Bonn at the time of the October 
1996 Codex meeting, obtaining high-dos- 
age Vitamin C was not only prohibitively 
expensive, it was altogether impossible. 
The lower-dose C he was able to obtain 
was stunningly more expensive than US 
prices; a simple inquiry revealed the 
reason. Hammell reports: “All the prod- 
ucts available in a German apothecary are 
listed in ‘Die Rote List.’ There one can 
find a complete listing of international 
pharmaceutical firms that manufacture 
patented analogs of dietary supplements 
sold as over-the-counter and prescription 
drugs. Through this you can see who the 
companies are that are trying to manipu- 
late the Codex process.” 

Basically, a 250-mg tablet of Vitamin C 
cost $1.63 per gram, as opposed to nine 
cents through one American mail order 
company, the Life Extension Foundation. 
The German cost is, in other words, more 


tions.” In this missive, Rath points out 
that BASF, Hoechst, and Bayer were 
driving the German Codex effort. He 
further alleges that the pharmaceutical 
triumvirate had colluded in blocking his 
own efforts in creating and propagating a 
scientifically sound, safe, and nutritionally 
viable protocol for eradicating human 
cardiovascular disease. This is the world’s 
Number One killer at 12 million annually. 
Of course, this protocol—merely a pre- 
ventative measure—would stand four- 
Square in the path of these corporations 
and their efforts to market their less- 
effective and expensive drugs to doctors 
worldwide. 


With a shared past like that, should 
these three companies be entrusted with 
Our dietary health supplements? Yet 
trusted they were, and the international 
Codex committee marched—make that 
goose-stepped—in line with the German 
commission. The results in Germany 
alone speak volumes about the effects of 
these new standards. 


Illustration by 
Chris Martin 


Codex would result in severe trade sanc- 
tions, which would drive up the prices of 
many imported products we use, including 
health supplements. 

Interestingly, the key German compa- 
nies pressuring the German Codex 
Committee—and, ultimately, the interna- 
. tional body—were none other than Bayer, 
Hoechst, and BASF, the same three 
companies founded after IG Farben was 
dismantled by the Nuremberg Trials after 
World War II. Yes, that would be the 
same IG Farben that created, manufac- 
tured, and sold to the Nazis Zyklon B, 
the very gas used in German concentra- 
tion camps to exterminate millions of 
innocent people. 


Pharmaceuticals Über Alles 


Dr. Matthias Rath, a noted German 
physician, appealed to German Chancel- 
lor Helmut Kohl in a letter entitled, “The 
Health Interests of Millions of People 
Are More Important Than the Stock 
Price of the Pharmaceutical Corpora- 
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Legislating Corporate Profit 


menting statutory provisions...The devel- 
opment of an international standard that 
achieves the agency's public objectives is 
generally, but not always, given a higher 
priority than the development of a do- 
mestic standard...Where a relevant inter- 
national standard exists, or completion is 
imminent, it will generally be used in 
preference to a domestic standard..." 
Actually, the main standard the FDA 
adheres to is the bottom lines for phar- 
maceutical companies and the AMA, 
regardless of its real impact on American 
citizens. But that's another story. 

So it comes as no surprise that the FDA 
didn't stick to its guns. By the time Codex 
arrived on the floors of Congress for 
approval, the FDA had changed its 
tune—its support for “harmonization” 
with Codex standards was overt—and the 
fight for freedom of choice in health care 
products grew into a 
supreme battle. 


IAHF vs. world 


Although several 
organizations world- 
wide—particularly in 
Canada and Great 
Britain, where laws 
have already clamped 
down—were very 
stringent in opposing 
Codex and getting the 
word out, none were 
more active on the 
Internet and in Washington, D.C. than 
the International Advocates for Health 
Freedom (IAHF). 

Founded by John Hammell, a tireless, 
fervent advocate himself, IAHF is still 
basically a one-man show. Aided only by. 
a part-timer, Hammell began working on 
Codex on behalf of his own organization 
and another opposition leader, the Life 
Extension Foundation, for whom 
Hammell consults. Also joining in the 
good fight were leaders of the National 
Health Federation (NFH) and the Welch 
Foundation, as well as longtime health 
activist Clinton Miller. On behalf of LEF, 
Hammell attended the Bonn meeting in 
1996; his report from Bonn was widely 
circulated around the Internet and did 
much to spearhead the fight against Co- 
dex. But that was only the beginning. 

With the extensive legal assistance and 
research of Peter Ludwell and attorney 

Continued on page 53 


that has clearly manifested itself in Ger- 
many and Norway—much as Norway’s 
own health-care product governing bodies 
did before making Codex into law. ^Ei- 
ther spokespersons for these two groups 
are ignorant about the proposals or they 
are lying to the public in order to protect 
drug company profits," Rona reports. He 
goes on to point out that "several voting 
members of the CHFA are owned or are 
subsidiaries of major drug manufacturers 
or pharmaceutical chains." 

Among the supplements that could be 
pulled? Try such basics as aloe vera, 
garlic, ginger, ginkgo biloba, ginseng, 
golden seal, licorice, and even pepper- 
mint! 


The American cave-in 


Of course, the lobbying kicked in from 
the start. Major American pharmaceutical 


companies, recognizing the gold mine that 
German and Norwegian companies had 
discovered, worked hard behind the 
scenes to make their will known. 

In the 1996 Codex meeting in Bonn, 
the FDA opposed Codex's intentions. As 
US delegation leader Dr. Elizabeth 
Yetley said, ^The United States does not 
support the development of guidelines for 
dietary supplements of vitamins and min- 
erals at the present time." Hardly an 
impassioned plea, the US position was 
defeated resoundingly at the meeting, and 
the US delegation gathered little support 
afterward as a result. 

At the same time, the FDA's position 
on international standards was outlined in 
no uncertain detail in the Federal Regis- 
ter of October 11, 1995. In this “Policy on 
Standards," the administration states: “It 
is the intent of this policy to enable FDA 
to continue to participate in international 
standards activities that assist it in imple- 


than 18 times higher than what Ameri- 
cans can pay. Hammell, who takes 20 
capsules of C a day, would wind up pay- 
ing nearly $12,000 a year in Germany for 
his supply, as opposed to what he pays in 
the US: $657 a year. 

In Norway, the same thing has hap- 
pened. Drug companies control over 70% 
of all dietary supplement sales, and 
health-consciousNorwegians—traditional- 
ly major consumers of health supple- 
ments—are paying through the nose. 
Many supplements are simply no longer 
available there; those that are still around 
are available only as over-the-counter 
(OTC) or prescription “drugs,” which 
must be registered with the government 
by a licensed pharmaceutical company. 
The result has been disastrous for health- 
food stores, too. According to Milosevich, 
“These stores are now almost all gone, 


Unfortunately, that's not the end of it. The FDA is still trying 
to expand the OTC drug category to include herbs, which would 
just as surely harmonize with Codex standards—and thereby 
threaten consumer access to herbs. The FDA compounded this 
stance with the announcement of the new Good Manufacturing 
Practice regulations, which many industry analysts believe 
would drive smaller companies out of the supplement business. 


and it is illegal to sell Vitamin C in po- 
tencies above 200 milligrams or Vitamin 
E above 45 I.U. Higher potency pills can 
be obtained with a doctor's prescription, 
but they cost five to 10 times what they 
used to cost." 

Indeed, it was from Norway that word 
of Codex's deleterious effects were first 
reported. Health activist Ron Birckhead, 
himself an American living in Norway, 
spearheaded the efforts toward fighting 
Codex in Norway, but couldn't surmount 
the collective power of pharmaceutical 
companies and an all-too-compliant gov- 
ernment. In both Germany and Norway, 
Codex is nothing less than law. 

To the north of the United States, 
Canada is facing a similar predicament. 
According to Dr. Zoltan P. Rona, both 
the Canadian Health Food Association 
(CHFA) and Health Protection Branch 
(HPB) have denied that adopting Codex 
standards will have the disastrous impact 
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Same-Sex 


marriage: 


Why catching the bouquet will make you straight 


Gershbain 


his summer, I am to be a bridesmaid at the wedding 
of a very dear, very straight, childhood friend. This is 
an honour, I am told, but I can't bring myself to look 
forward to the Big Day. “I think lesbian-bridesmaid is 
an oxymoron,” I tell another queer friend, who has the 
nerve to disagree. I mean, it's one thing to want to get 
married ourselves, but what ever happened to the conven- 
tional lesbian prejudice against straight weddings? 

Same-sex marriage is widely expected to pass into law in 
Hawaii in 1998, but it wasn't until recently that the queer 
community in Canada uttered a collective “I do” to the 
idea of gay matrimony. In 1993, two Ontario men denied 
a marriage license took the matter to court, arguing in 
“Layland v. Ontario” that their right to equality under the 
Charter had been obstructed. The court ruled against the 
couple, but assured them that “the law really did not 
forbid gays and lesbians from marrying, as long as they 
married someone of the opposite sex.” By the time 
Newsweek featured a pretty white lesbian couple on its 
cover, and the straight press “discovered” the lesbian baby 
boom, queer marriage had congealed as the gay issue of 
the '90s. 

It wasn't always this way. A 1972 Body Politic editorial 
reads, if anything, like a manifesto against the institution 
of marriage: 


As gay liberationists, we challenge the dominance of the 
nuclear family as the basic political unit of institutionalized 
sexism...The socializing into role playing of everyone, via the 
nuclear family, is the foundation of the sexist social structure 
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In "Same-Sex Marriage" Nikki 
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implications for The queer 
community of accepting the 
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own spokespeople, gays and lesbians 
were reinvented for the neo-conserva- 


tive 905: new and improved, whiter and 


brighter, ready to be marketed to the 
straight political consumer. 


hile Canadian activists have- 
n't prioritized marriage to the 
same obsessive degree as our 


American counterparts, 
gay liberation is today 
almost exclusively taken 
up in relationship terms. 
Whether it's adoption 
rights or spousal bene- 
fits, the subtext is the 
nuclear family. Less than 
thirty years after we 
argued that the conven- 
tional notion of family is 
at the root of our op- 
pression, the dominant 
queer narrative involves 
a frantic desire to claim 
the family for ourselves. 
Gay oppression is now 
understood as nothing more than the 
state of being ineligible for the institu- 
tion of marriage, a legislative oversight 
that can be voted away by a few suits in 
government. 

Let me be clear that I mean neither 
to romanticize gay and lesbian activists 
of a former era, nor to disparage the 
goals or today's reformist organizations, 
such as the Campaign for Equal Fami- 
les or the Coalition for Lesbian and 
Gay Rights in Ontario. It is true that 
gays and lesbians deserve the same 
legal rights as heterosexuals. But to 
deny the existence of any significant 
differences between gays and straights 
or to claim that, when differences do 
exist, gay people should become more 
like straights, assumes a very narrow 
definition of what it means to be gay or 
lesbian. This construct of sameness, the 
idea that queers are the same as 
straights, imposes a hierarchy on the 
coupled and the single, the monoga- 
mous and the promiscuous, and ulti- 
mately, those who can pass and those 
who can't. Even today, according to 
Toronto transgendered activist Benja- 
min Nemerofsky-Ramsay, the gay com- 
munity “regurgitates homophobic atti- 
tudes toward gay sexuality by disciplin- 
ing open expressions of promiscuity and 
non-monogamy.” 

What happens when social accep- 
tance is predicated on the condition 
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Bill. 


discrimination.” By the time Stonewall’s 
twenty-fifth rolled around, gays and 
lesbians had achieved, if not much 
political clout, a considerable level of 
public visibility, relative consumer afflu- 
ence and a new and domestic(ated) 
agenda. | 

In Ontario, the NDP government 
introduced the precedent-setting Bill 


In a 1972 article in Body Politic Hugh 
Brewster asked: “...if Say community is 
our goal, why must we continue to ape 
heterosexual lifestyles?” With the 
exception of a handful of lesbian child 
custody battles, "70s queers expressed 
little collective interest in securing 
recognition of their families by the 


197, the first North American attempt 
to grant gay families formal equality 
with common-law heterosexuals. 
167 accorded gay politics in Canada a 
kind of widespread, national impor- 
tance and inspired an unprecedented 
level of public queer activism. If there 
was a dyke or fag who wasn't comfort- 
able with the new, affable face of queer 
politics, no one knew it. Even as my 
friends and I self-righteously assured 
one another that of course we would 
never marry our lovers, we drooled 
over the prospect that Bill 167 would 
transform the definition of family in 
Canada. 

If Bill 167 was a sign of how far gay 
lib had come, it also symbolized the 
dilution of the socialist gay vision that 
emerged during the 1970s and the 
queer, in-your-face radicalism of the 
805. The challenge posed by the first 
two waves of activists—represented by 
groups like the Gay Liberation Front 
and Queer Nation—to embrace gay and 
lesbian difference had been transformed 
during this time into a desire to pro- 
mote gay and lesbian sameness. Despite 
the 1972 resolve of Body Politic to 
"challenge...the nuclear family,” the '80s 
mantra “we’re here, we're queer, get 
used to it" appears to have been re- 
placed by *we're here, we're queer, but 
really, we're just like you." Given a 
face-lift by the media and some of our 
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...As liberated gays, we seek to ensure the 
primacy of love. 


The 1970s were a heady, trans- 
formative time as pioneering gay “liber- 
ationists" began the project of building 
a modern day gay rights movement. 

From the beginning, gay liberation 
was seen as a human rights issue. The 
7705 were dominated by 
attempts to introduce 
sexual orientation into 
Human Rights Codes 
provincially and federal- 
ly. Yet despite this legis- 
lative focus, the gay 
"marriage proposal" is 
all but totally absent 
from almost two decades 
of queer politics. 

In a 1972 article in 
Body Politic Hugh Brew- 
ster asked: “..if gay 
community is our goal, 
why must we continue to 
ape heterosexual life- 
styles?" With the exception of a hand- 
ful of lesbian child custody battles, 9 
queers expressed little collective inter- 
est in securing recognition of their 
families by the state. Instead, the com- 
munity rejected traditional family mod- 
els by appealing to the notion of gay 
difference. As gay men created a sex- 
positive enclave of bathhouses and bars, 
lesbian-feminists forged an alternative 
separatist culture. 

By the mid-'80s, the spectre of AIDS 
dominated the gay horizon and the 
political culture of gay liberation was 
transformed. The AIDS crisis inspired 
large numbers of gay men—of all politi- 
cal stripes—to march proudly out of the 
closet and into the streets. 

Coping with a terminal illness de- 
manded the services of a caregiver, yet 
many men were reluctant or unable to 
turn to their original nuclear house- 
holds. As they began to rely more and 
more on their own chosen families, gay 
men in significant numbers embraced 
values such as domesticity and monoga- 
my. While lesbians had always, report- 
edly, taken up couplehood in greater 
numbers than their gay brothers, it was 
not until the '80s that the value of fami- 
ly established its place in gay discourse. 

If AIDS was a radicalizing force, it 
was also in this sense a conservative 
one; a discourse of “sexual freedom” 
was quickly replaced with one of “non- 


state. 


34 


civil rights struggles once undertaken by 
women and blacks—examples of just 
how many levels upon which the state 
can incorporate formal “equality,” with- 
out actually providing equal access to 
social and economic resources. 

Before we plan a mass exodus to 
Hawaii, we must first ask ourselves why 
the state should be allowed to govern 
the kinds of relation- 
ships we freely choose to 
enter, by rewarding 
“sood” behaviors with 
tax breaks and social ap- 
proval, and punishing 
“bad” relationships with 
economic discrimination 
and moral indignation. 
Where's the equality in 
a system where both 
gays and straights are 
provided with unequal 
access to economic re- 
sources based on a 
shared refusal to con- 
form to the nuclear 
family fairy tale? Is it not more impor- 
tant to secure the right for all citizens 
to either accept or reject this model and 
still have access to prescription drugs, 
an annual dental cleaning and the love 
and support of our communities? 


I finish this essay I'm re- 
gretting the confidence 
with which I have dismissed 
same-sex marriage and my failure to 
provide an alternative. As a once-aspir- 
ing anthropologist, I know that for any 
culture to flourish, it must possess 
ritual—a system of rites and acts that 
reflects its values, cultivates self-knowl- 
edge and transmits its history to suc- 
ceeding generations. 

Last month, my lover and I hosted a 
seder, a dinner in honour of the Jewish 
holiday of Passover. We continued our 
tradition of asking each guest to bring 
a reading that touched on the theme of 
the holiday—liberation. This was our 
way, as secular, feminist Jews, of build- 
ing ritual. Yet rather than conform to 
it, we have shaped it to accommodate 
our own values, politics and needs. 

AS queers, we engage our identities 
through a series of cultural and con- 
sumer economies—bars, magazines, 
books, festivals, marches and social ser- 
vices. Maybe this isn’t enough. Perhaps 
Same-sex marriage is compelling 

Continued on page 52 


As 


Dusting off my own commitment to 
the feminist critique of marriage, I 
wonder if this is yet another tenet of 
’70s lesbianism abandoned by modern, 
post-politically-correct dykes. If we 
consider that the trend towards matri- 
mony has taken place within a context 
where feminism has lost its currency 


among twenty-something lesbians and 


...bhe ’80s mantra “we’re here, we're 
queer, get used to it” appears to have 
been replaced by “we’re here, we’re 
queer, but really, we’re just like you.” 
Given a face-lift by the media and 
some of our own spokespeople, gays 
and lesbians were reinvented...ready 
to be marketed to the straight political 
consumer. 


add the longing for approval experi- 
enced by even the most well-adjusted 
queer, it’s clear why so many dykes are 
looking for a good caterer. For lesbi- 
ans, the institution of marriage appears 
to have gone the same way as the phal- 
lus—once considered tools of the patri- 
archy, both now function as tools of the 
lesbian nation. 

But if a purple strap-on goddess is 
still, in the end, a dildo, how convinc- 
ingly can we continue to argue that 
same-sex marriage is so subversive that 
the very act of registering for china 
patterns (“no, we’re both the groom”) 
can eradicate the root causes of our 
displacement? Homophobia is a symp- 
tom of gender oppression, a fear and 
hatred of difference, and the desire to 
defend a political economy propped up 
by “compulsory heterosexuality.” 
Queers aren’t persecuted because we’re 
gay, we're persecuted because we're 
different. Until we deal with that simple 
fact, the most gay and lesbian citizens 
can ask for, no matter how solid our 
domestic credentials, no matter how 
many TV sitcoms we star in, is 
acceptance despite the fact we are 
queer. 

To suggest that if only we could have 
access to the same institutions as het- 
erosexuals, gays and lesbians would be 
equal to them, overstates the role of 
the law in our oppression. Consider 


that we act as a mirror to straight cul- 
ture, with marriage as the ticket to 
assimilation? Well, more and more of 
us will be  pressured into legal 
coupledom for the same problematic 
reasons as straights: economic security, 
familial approval, community support. 

It's one thing for liberal straight folks 
to watch goofy Ellen DeGeneres fall in 
love with skinny Laura 
Dern during prime time, 
but what about all those 
freaky queers who re- 
fuse to submit to the 
allure of the mainstream 
—leather daddies of 
both sexes, dykes on 
bikes, the transgendered 
and transsexual, female 
butches, male queens, 
serial non-monogamists, 
lesbian-separatists, boys 
who dress as girls? How 
many straight people are 
gonna want to look into 
this mirror? 

The issue of same-sex marriage goes 
beyond the problem of matrimony to 
test our entire vision of society. Queers 
were once on the vanguard of sexual 
liberation, a struggle they believed 
could only be achieved as part of a 
larger project of social and economic 
justice. Today, the promotion of sexual 
diversity, the rejection of heterosexual 
values and alliances with other outsider 
communities have by and large been 
abandoned for the single-issue identity 
politics and sexual conservatism of our 
new civil rights agenda. 


begins innocently enough, lis- 
It tening to close friends plan 

their commitment ceremony, 
offering to cook the hors d’oeuvres. 
Then there’s the dinner party attended 
by another couple we know: I flip 
through their wedding album, murmur- 
ing sincerely how beautiful the bride 
looks with flowers in her hair, how 
handsome the other bride looks in her 
tux. Soon I’m shelling out money for 
tacky glossies like The Advocate and 
Curve Magazine, flipping recklessly, 
rapaciously, to the requisite article on 
gay marriage included in every single 
issue of every single queer magazine on 
this planet. But it’s not until I catch 
myself eyeing finger bowls at Ashley’s 
that I begin to realize something has 
gone terribly wrong. | 
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Journalism 
and the عم‎ 


The "Mighty Wurlitzer" 


Daniel Brandt 


longside those Greek morality plays and 
Biblical injunctions, we are also reminded by 
history itself that the use of unethical means 
to achieve a worthy end can be self-destructive. Power, by 
definition, is isolated from the correcting signals of 
external criticism. Or perhaps the feeling of fighting evil 
fits so comfortably, that it's difficult to shed even after 
objective circumstances change. 

The history of U.S. intelligence since World War II 
follows both patterns. The Office of Strategic Services, the 
CIA's predecessor, had jurisdiction over wartime covert 
operations and propaganda in the fight against fascism. 
OSS chief William Donovan recruited heavily among 
social and academic elites. When the CIA was launched 
in 1947 at the beginning of the Cold War, these pioneers 
felt that they had both the right and the duty to secretly 
manipulate the masses for the greater good. 

OSS veteran Frank Wisner ran most of the early 
peacetime covert operations as head of the Office of 
Policy Coordination. Although funded by the CIA, OPC 
wasn't integrated into the CIA's Directorate of Plans until 
1952, under OSS veteran Allen Dulles. Both Wisner and. 
Dulles were enthusiastic about covert operations. By mid- 
1953 the department was operating with 7,200 personnel 
and 74 percent of the CIA's total budget. 

Wisner created the first "information superhighway." 
But this was the age of vacuum tubes, not computers, so 
he called it his “Mighty Wurlitzer.” The CIA’s global net- 
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In "Journalism and the CIA" Daniel 
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players in the mainstream press to 
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resources, are sufficient to make the concept of “democracy” 
obsolete. Fortunately for the rest of us, unchallenged power 
can lose perspective. With research and analysis—the 
capacity to see and understand the world around them— 
entrenched power must constantly anticipate and contain 
potential threats. But even as power seems more secure, this 
capacity can be blinded by hubris and isolation. 
Troublesome notes were heard from the Wurlitzer in the 
1960s—but not from American journalism, which had already 
sold its soul to the empire. Instead, the announcement that 
the emperor had no clothes was made by a new generation. 
Much that was dear to this counterculture was stylistic and 


n 


superficial, and there were many within this culture itself, and 
certainly within the straight media, who mistook this excess 
baggage for its essence. Nevertheless, the youth culture’s 
rumpled opposition was sufficient to slow down the machine 
and let in some light. 

The ruling class failed to see the naked contradiction that 
they had created. They expected that the most-privileged, 
best-educated generation in history could be forcibly drafted 
to fight a dirty war against popular self-determination some 
8,000 miles away—a war that clearly had more to do with 
anticommunist ideology and corporate greed than it did with 
the defense of America. The elites didn’t have a clue that this 
was even a problem; President Johnson’s knee-jerk response 
to the student antiwar movement, for example, was to 
pressure the CIA into uncovering the nefarious (and nonexis- 
tent) foreign influences behind it. 

Thus the crack in the culture that eventually encouraged 
American media to take a look at themselves. With rare 
exceptions,’ it was the alternative press that began to ques- 
tion racism, police brutality, Vietnam, the defense establish- 
ment, and the JFK assassination. In 1967 Ramparts magazine 
exposed a portion of the CIA’s covert funding network, 
whereupon the New York Times and Washington Post began 
naming more names. By then the Wurlitzer would never 
sound the same, particularly after the 1968 assassinations of 


work funded the Italian elections in 1948, sent paramilitary 
teams into Albania, trained Nationalist Chinese on Taiwan, 
and pumped money into the Congress for Cultural Freedom, 
the National Student Association, and the Center for 
International Studies at MIT. Key leaders and labor unions 
in western Europe received subsidies, and Radio Free 
Europe and Radio Liberty were launched. The Wurlitzer, an 
organ designed for film productions, could imitate sounds 
such as rain, thunder, or an auto horn. Wisner and Dulles 
were at the keyboard, directing history. 

The ethos of the fight against fascism carried over into the 
fight against godless communism; for these warriors, the Cold 


War was still a war. OSS highbrows had already embraced 
psychological warfare as a new social science: propaganda, 
for example, was divided into “black” propaganda (stories 
that are unattributed, or attributed to nonexistent sources, or 
false stories attributed to a real source), “gray” propaganda 
(stories from the government where the source is attributed 
to others), and “white” propaganda (stories from the govern- 
ment where the source is acknowledged as such).' 

After World War II, these psywar techniques continued. 
C.D. Jackson, a major figure in U.S. psywar efforts before 
and after the war, was simultaneously a top executive at 
Time-Life. Psywar was also used with success during the 
1950s by Edward Lansdale, first in the Philippines and then 
in South Vietnam. In Guatemala, the Dulles brothers worked 
with their friends at United Fruit, in particular the “father of 
public relations," Edward Bernays, who for years had been 
lobbying the press on behalf of United. When CIA puppets 
finally took over in 1954, only applause was heard from the 
media, commencing forty years of CIA-approved horrors in 
that unlucky country.” Bernays’ achievement apparently 
impressed Allen Dulles, who immediately began using U.S. 
public relations experts and front groups to promote the 
image of Ngo Dinh Diem as South Vietnam’s savior.’ 

The combined forces of unaccountable covert operations 
and corporate public relations, each able to tap massive 
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Agency, who were granted a mandate by Colby’s predecessor 
to cough up the “family jewels”—a list of illegal exploits that 
could be culled from the CIA’s files. Already there were 
rumors that the CIA was guilty of illegal spying on the 
antiwar movement—rumors that were confirmed a year later. 
by Seymour Hersh, whose sources were some of these same 
^young Turks." 

Why was Colby initially forthcoming on the issue of the 
CIA and the media, and why did he then start stonewalling? 
Some believe that he was attempting a “limited hangout” as 
the best way out of a position that made him nervous, while 
others feel that he was implicitly threatening to provide 


Martin Luther King and Robert Kennedy invited further 
suspicions. 

The counterculture burned out once the war wound down, 
but it had already dented the lemming-like consensus that 
typified an earlier period. For roughly ten years, between 
1967 and 1977, Americans learned something of their secret 
history. From the perspective of twenty additional years, the 
results were mixed and much remains secret. But it's scary to 
think of where we might be now if the counterculture had 
never happened. 

During the last half of those ten years, sandwiched between 
Watergate coverage on one end, and Congressional investiga- 


additional names in order to scare off the media. Colby had 
reason to be worried: by late 1973, investigative journalism 
was in the air because of Watergate—an issue that had more 
than the usual share of CIA connections. : 

Colby’s stonewalling continued for the remainder of his 
tenure, even as a Senate committee led by Frank Church 
desperately tried to squeeze more names out of him. George 
Bush replaced Colby in January, 1976, and eventually agreed 
to a one-paragraph summary of each file of a CIA journalist, 
with names deleted. When the CIA said it was finished, the 
Church committee had over 400 summaries. 

The committee staff was shocked at the extent of the CIA’s 
activity in this area, and felt that they still didn’t have the 
story. But they were running out of time, and expected that 
the Senate’s new permanent oversight committee would 
continue their work. The Church committee’s final report 
contained only a handful of vague and misleading pages on 
the CIA and the media. “It hardly reflects what was found,” 
stated Senator Gary Hart. “There was a prolonged and 
elaborate negotiation [with the CIA] over what would be 
said.” 

The House investigation of the CIA, under Otis Pike, had 
more problems than the Senate investigation. The full House 
voted to suppress its committee’s final report under pressure 
from the executive branch, at which point Daniel Schorr of 


. tions of the CIA on the other, the media showed some 
interest in examining their own intelligence connections. The 
first shoe was dropped by Jack Anderson in late August, 
1973, when he revealed that Seymour Freidin, head of the 
Hearst bureau in London, was a CIA agent. Freidin, already 
in the news because the Republicans paid him $10,000 in 
1972 to spy on the Democrats, confirmed Anderson’s story. 
At that point William Colby, the new CIA director, was 
asked by the New York Times and the Washington Star-News 
if any of their staff were on the CIA payroll. 

James (Scotty) Reston of the NYT was satisfied with an 
evasive answer, but when the Star-News editorial board met 
with Colby, they made some progress. The other shoe 
dropped with an article by Oswald Johnston on November 
30: the Star-News learned from an “authoritative source” 
(Colby) that the CIA had some three dozen American 
journalists on its payroll. Johnston named only one—Jeremi- 
ah O’Leary—who was one of their own diplomatic correspon- 
dents. (The Star-News stopped publishing in 1981, at which 
point O’Leary joined Reagan’s national security staff. From 
1982 until his death in 1993, he was with the Washington 
Times.) 

That was the first and last time that Colby was helpful on 
this topic. Some believe that the new director was under 
pressure from the “young Turks” (junior staffers) at the 
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Little had changed since 1974, when Michael J. Harrington, 
a Democratic congressman from Massachusetts, leaked 
Colby’s closed-door testimony about CIA involvement in the 
1973 coup in Chile. Harrington soon found himself the target 
of a formal Ethics Committee investigation; now Schorr was 
also their target. Apparently Congress was fearful that the 
executive branch might paint them as bungling and irrespon- 
sible when it came to keeping secrets, and then use this as a 
club to deprive them of access to information. 

If Congress felt this way, it was more than simple paranoia. 
In 1976 the CIA began cranking up their Wurlitzer on the 
matter of Richard Welch, a station chief in Athens who was 
assassinated by urban guerrillas at the end of 1975. The 
CIA’s exploitation of this timely tragedy had both an immedi- 
ate target and a general target. Ostensibly the CIA was com- 
plaining about an obscure Washington magazine called 
CounterSpy, which had been printing CIA names. In the same 
spirit, Philip Agee’s just-published diary of CIA tricks in 
Latin America was loaded with names, and was already an 
international sensation. But the general target of this cam- 
paign was more important—the CIA managed to change the 
nature of the debate. Suddenly it was no longer a question of 
what dirty work the CIA might be doing, but rather a ques- 
tion of what happens when the press recklessly endangers the 
lives of our brave boys overseas. 

The fact that Welch’s name had been published by the East 
Germans five years earlier, and that he could be identified as 
a CIA officer from his listing in the unclassified 1973 State 


CBS leaked a copy to the Village Voice. This report contained 
just twelve paragraphs on the topic of the CIA and the 
media, including the tidbit about the CIA’s “frequent 
manipulation of Reuters wire service dispatches.”° Another 
paragraph gave some idea of the scope of the CIA's efforts 
in this area: 


Some 29 percent of Forty Committee-approved covert actions 
were for media and propaganda projects. This number is 
probably not representative. Staff has determined the exis- 
tence of a large number of CIA internally-approved operations 
of this type, apparently deemed not politically sensitive. It is 
believed that if the correct number of all media and propagan- 
da projects could be determined, it would exceed Election 
Support as the largest single category of covert action projects 
undertaken by the CIA.’ 


One enterprising researcher took this 29 percent figure, 
and extrapolating from figures on CIA expenditures for 
covert operations, found that the cost of propaganda in 1978 
was around $265 million and involved 2,000 personnel. 
Comparing this to figures for other news agencies, he 
concluded that the CIA “uses far more resources in its 
propaganda operations than any single news agency.... In fact, 
the CIA propaganda budget is as large as the combined 
budgets of Reuters, United Press International and the 
Associated Press.” 

CBS took Daniel Schorr off the air after he leaked the 
Pike committee report. This was most likely a convenient 


The Times reported [in 1977] that over the last twenty 
years, the CIA owned or subsidized more than fifty 
newspapers, news services, radio stations, 
periodicals and other communications facilities,...and 
nearly a dozen American publishing houses printed 
some of the more than 1,000 books that had been 
produced or subsidized by the CIA. When asked... 
whether the CIA ever told its media agents what to 
write, William Colby replied, *Oh, sure, all the time." 


Department Biographic Register, were both ignored. In any 
case, it was hardly a secret in Athens—the group that killed 
Welch had been stalking his predecessor, Stacy Hulse, until 
Welch moved into the Hulse residence five months earlier. 
Colby eventually admitted to a House subcommittee that 
Welch's cover was inexcusably weak, and that the publication 
of his name in an Athens newspaper had only an indirect 
effect on his assassination." 

Colby could say this two years later because by then his 
comments were destined for a back page. The battle to rein 
in the CIA was already lost. In 1982 Congress passed a 
controversial new law that made publication of CIA names 
a felony under certain conditions. Although these conditions 
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opportunity for William Paley, chairman of CBS, who didn't 
approve of Schorr's interest in the network's own CIA 
connection. Former CBS News president Sig Mickelson, who 
by 1976 was president of Radio Free Europe and Radio 
Liberty, said that in October 1954, Paley called him into his 
office for a friendly discussion with two CIA officials. Schorr 
mentioned this on Walter Cronkite's show, and in an op-ed 
piece for the New York Times (Arthur Hays Sulzberger, the 
late publisher of the Times, had been cozy with the CIA 
also). “There are executives and retired executives,” Schorr 
wrote, ^who could help dispel the cloud hanging over the 
press by coming forward to tell the arrangements they made 
with the CIA." 
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Journalists at Work: Who’s Watching the Watchdogs? 


shouldn't. | believe democracy flourishes when the government 
can take legitimate steps to keep its secrets, and when the press 
can decide whether to print what it knows.” 

Here is a list of some pundits, news anchors, columnists, 
commentators, reporters, editors, executives, owners, and 
publishers. This list was compiled much too quickly, merely by 
scanning the 1995 membership roster of the Council on Foreign 
Relations—the same CFR that issued a report in early 1996 
bemoaning the constraints on our poor, beleaguered CIA. It’s not 
a wallet-size card, but keep it handy somehow. The next time 
someone denounces all conspiracy theories as wacky, check out 
the name. You might not be surprised. 

By the way, first William Bundy and then William G. Hyland 
edited CFR's flagship journal Foreign Affairs between the years 
1972-1992. Bundy was with the CIA from 1951-1961, and Hyland 
from 1954-1969. 


Leonard Downie, Jr. 
Joseph Lelyveld 
Seymour Topping 
Elizabeth Drew 

Lee Lescaze 

Robert C. Toth 
Rowland Evans, Jr. 
Anthony Lewis 
Mark Uhlig 

James Fallows 
Flora Lewis 

Garrick Utley 
Thomas L. Friedman 
Mitchel Levitas 
Katrina vanden Heuvel 
Suzanne Garment 
Michael E. Lind 

L. Bruce van Voorst 
Leslie H. Gelb 

Kati Marton 

Milton Viorst 

David R. Gergen 
Jessica T. Mathews 
Ben J. Wattenberg 
Philip L. Geyelin 
Karl E. Meyer 

Craig R. Whitney 
Georgie Anne Geyer 
Sig Mickelson 
Steven Weisman 
Katharine Graham 
Judith Miller 

Lally G. Weymouth 
James L. Greenfield 
Jack Nelson 

Roger W. Wilkins 
Meg Greenfield 
John B. Oakes 
Mortimer B. Zuckerman 


` Roone Arledge 


Peter Grose 

Walter H. Pincus 
Sidney Blumenthal 
Jim Hoagland 
Norman Podhoretz 
David Brinkley 
Warren Hoge 

Dan Rather 

Tom Brokaw 

David Ignatius 
Stephen S. Rosenfeld 
William F. Buckley, Jr. 
Robert G. Kaiser 

A. M. Rosenthal 
James E. Burke 
Marvin Kalb 

Jack Rosenthal 
Hodding Carter Ill 
Peter R. Kann 

Diane Sawyer 

John Chancellor 
Anne Karalekas 
Daniel L. Schorr 
George Crile Ill 

Joe Klein 

Robert B. Semple, Jr. 


- Arnaud de Borchgrave 


Morton Kondracke 
Hedrick L. Smith 
Karen DeYoung 
Charles Krauthammer 
George Stephanopoulos 
Christopher S. Dickey 
Irving Kristol 

Strobe Talbott 

Joan Didion 

Jim Lehrer 

Laurence A. Tisch 


For references to more information on this topic, search for the 
proper names found in this essay by using NameBase Online, a 
cumulative name index of 500 investigative books, plus 20 years 
of assorted clippings. 
website: http://www.pir.org/ 
email: info@pir.org 


In the handful of self-critical articles about the media that 
appeared twenty years ago, the matter of CIA connections with 
executives, editors, and reporters was emphasized. While this 
makes for good copy and is certainly worth repeating, it also fails 
to challenge American journalism at it weakest point: the 
corrupting influence of fame and fortune. Someone who has 
looked at this issue recently is James Fallows, formerly of Aflantic 
Monthly. Fallows argues in his recent book, Breaking the News: 
How the Media Undermine American Democracy, that his 
profession is becoming seriously compromised. 

The name recognition that comes from flaccid punditry can be 
lucrative on the lecture circuit. Or if you have a name already, 
perhaps by doing something useless or naughty at the White 
House, you can acquire pundit status by writing a kiss-and-tell 
book. Big stars such as Cokie Roberts can collect five figures 
simply by offering up flattering platitudes at a corporate conven- 
tion. 

Another problem is the revolving door between the media and 
government. It's considered a badge of honor for a journalist to 
have spent time working for the White House, whereas it should 
be seen as a conflict of interest. Some suggest that it's okay to 
make the switch once—Bill Moyers can call himself a journalist 
after working for Lyndon Johnson, but David Gergen has been 
spinning through the door so often that it makes the rest of us 
dizzy. Gergen flacked for Nixon, Ford, Reagan and finally Clinton, 
and between administrations he was an editor at U.S. News & 
World Report and a commentator for PBS. Come to think of it, 
James Fallows himself, the new editor at U.S. News & World 
Report, was the chief speech writer for Jimmy Carter. 

Pundits and superstars aside, the larger problem is that the 
media is owned by the ruling class. With the increased media 
centralization of the last twenty years, their lock on the masses is 
now so complete that when they maintain an appearance of 
objectivity, it's only out of habit. (Sentences containing the words 
“ruling class" are scribbled self-consciously these days—a 
measure of how well they have cornered the market on percep- 
tion, and perverted what class consciousness we once had into 
a mass-consumer consciousness. ) 

How can one distinguish between news and propaganda when 
the overlaps and interlocks are so pervasive? John Chancellor 
was with NBC, then with Voice of America, and then again with 
NBC. John Scali was with ABC, and then with Nixon, and then 
again with ABC. Ben Bradlee, of Watergate and Washington Post 
fame, was once a propagandist in Paris, taking orders from the 
CIA station chief, and was friends with James Angleton. Bradley's 
sister-in-law was Mary Meyer, divorced from Cord Meyer. She 
was JFK's lover, and her 1964 murder was never solved. Robert 
John Myers was in the CIA for twenty years, at one time as an 
assistant to William Colby, and became publisher of the New 
Republic in 1968. Generoso Paul Pope, Jr. was in the CIA the 
year before he bought the National Enquirer in 1952. Laughlin 
Phillips, co-founder of the Washingtonian, was in the CIA for 
fifteen years. Former top CIA officials Cord Meyer, Jr. and Tom 
Braden became columnists (unlike Braden, Meyer rarely talks 
about his CIA career). George R. Packard and L. Bruce van 
Voorst were with the CIA before they joined Newsweek, and 
Philip Geyelin worked for the CIA while on leave from the Wall 
Street Journal. ; 

There's always Katharine Graham, one of the world's richest 
women, who is now recognized as a victim of the male-domi- 
nated culture because her new autobiography says it's so. In a 
1988 speech at CIA headquarters, Graham warmed to her 
audience: "We live in a dirty and dangerous world. There are 
some things the general public does not need to know and 


The reaction to Bernstein’s piece among mainstream media 
was to ignore it, or to suggest that it was sloppy and exagger- 
ated. Then two months later, the New York Times published 
the results of their “three-month inquiry by a team of Times 
reporters and researchers.” This three-part series not only 
confirmed Bernstein, but added a wealth of far-ranging 
details and contained twice as many names. Now almost 
everyone pretended not to notice. 

The Times reported that over the last twenty years, the 
CIA owned or subsidized more than fifty newspapers, news 
services, radio stations, periodicals and other communications 
facilities, most of them overseas. These were used for 
propaganda efforts, or even as cover for operations. Another 
dozen foreign news organizations were infiltrated by paid 
CIA agents. At least 22 American news organizations had 
employed American journalists who were also working for 
the CIA, and nearly a dozen American publishing houses 
printed some of the more than 1,000 books that had been 
produced or subsidized by the CIA. When asked in a 1976 
interview whether the CIA had ever told its media agents 
what to write, William Colby replied, “Oh, sure, all the time.” 

Since domestic propaganda was a violation of the their 
charter, the CIA defined the predictable effects of their for- 
eign publications as “blowback” or “domestic fallout,” which 
they considered to be “inevitable and consequently permissi- 
ble." But former CIA employees told the Times that apart 
from this unintended blowback, “some CIA propaganda 
efforts, especially during the Vietnam War, had been carried 
out with a view toward their eventual impact in the United 
States.” The Times series concluded that at its peak, the 
CIA’s network “embraced more than 800 news and public 
information organizations and individuals." 

By the time the Times series appeared, Congress was 
looking for a way out of the issue. Obligingly, Stansfield 
Turner promised that the CIA would avoid journalists 
“accredited by any U.S. news service, newspaper, periodical, 
radio or television network or station." There were at least 
three problems with this that most press coverage over- 
looked: many stringers and freelancers are not accredited; it 
didn't cover any foreign-owned media; and as Gary Hart 
complained at the time, the new policy included a provision 
that allowed the CIA to unilaterally make exceptions whenev- 
er it wished. 

Within several years of this alleged policy, the new Reagan 
administration ignored it in favor of a shooting war in 
Central America, one component of which was an illegal 
ClA-administered propaganda war at home. Edgar 
Chamorro, a contra sympathizer in Miami with a background 
in public relations, was recruited by the CIA in late 1982. 
After two years of following the CIA’s instructions regarding 
the manipulation of U.S. journalists and even members of 
Congress, Chamorro went public with his story." By now 
Congress was clearly out-maneuvered, even though it alone 
held the purse strings that controlled funding for the war. 

The inability of Congress to address the CIA-media prob- 
lem in the 1970s meant that more powerful forces were at 
work. In fact, while Congress was wringing its left hand over 
illegal CIA activities, its right hand was helping the CIA 
overhaul its Wurlitzer. Ever since 1967, when the Katzenbach 
committee was asked by Lyndon Johnson to study the prob- 
lem of the CIA’s use of domestic organizations, the agenda 


rarely applied to journalists, the wide coverage on this issue 
served to intimidate most publishers and editors. 

Today the CIA, which once issued an automatic “no com- 
ment” when asked anything by reporters, is playing an adept 
game of “soft cop, hard cop” public relations. In 1991 an 
internal CIA task force recommended a more active posture 
by the public affairs office when responding to requests for 
assistance (that year they handled 3,369 telephone inquires 
from reporters, provided 174 unclassified background 
briefings for them at Headquarters, and arranged 164 
interviews with senior Agency officials). The “hard cop” was 
discovered by Katrina vanden Heuvel, editor of The Nation. 
In 1995 she was telephoned by Vin Swasey, CIA deputy 
director of public affairs, who strongly objected to an 
editorial because it included the names of nine former station 
chiefs in Guatemala." Reuters was persuaded by Swasey's 
colleagues to run the story without the names. 

The final months of 1977 produced three significant pieces 
of journalism on the CIA and the media, just before the issue 
was abandoned altogether. The first, by Joe Trento and Dave 
Roman, reported the connections between Copley Press and 
the CIA. Owner James S. Copley cooperated with the CIA 
for three decades. A subsidiary, Copley News Service, was 
used as a CIA front in Latin America, while reporters at the 
Copley-owned San Diego Union and Evening News were 
instructed to spy on antiwar protesters for the FBI. No less 
than 23 news service employees were simultaneously working 
for the CIA. James Copley, who died in 1973, was also a 
leading figure behind the CIA-funded Inter-American Press 
Association.” 

The next article was by Carl Bernstein of Watergate fame. 
In a long piece in Rolling Stone, he came up with the figure 
of 400 American journalists over the past 25 years, based 
primarily on interviews with Church committee staffers. This 
figure included stringers and freelancers who had an under- 
standing that they were expected to help the CIA, as well as 
a small number of full-time CIA employees using journalism 
as a cover. It did not include foreigners, nor did it include 
numerous Americans who traded favors with the CIA in the 
normal give-and-take between a journalist and his sources. In 
addition to some of the names already mentioned above, 
Bernstein supplied details on Stewart and Joseph Alsop, 
Henry Luce, Barry Bingham Sr. of the Louisville Courier- 
Journal, Hal Hendrix of the Miami News, columnist C.L. 
Sulzberger, Richard Salant of CBS, and Philip Graham and 
John Hayes of the Washington Post. 

Bernstein concentrated more on the owners, executives, 
and editors of news organizations than on individual report- 
ers. “Lets’s not pick on some poor reporters, for God’s sake,” 
William Colby said at one point to the Church committee’s 
investigators. “Let’s go to the management. They were 
witting.” Bernstein noted that Colby had specific definitions 
for words such as “contract employee,” “agent,” “asset,” 
“accredited correspondent,” “editorial employee,” 
“freelance,” “stringer,” and even “reporter,” and through 
careful use of these words, the CIA “managed to obscure the 
most elemental fact about the relationships detailed in its 
files: ie, that there was recognition by all parties involved 
that the cooperating journalists were working for the CIA— 
whether or not they were paid or had signed employment 
contracts." 
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that the CIA be freed from some policy constraints on covert 
operations, such as the use of journalists and clergy as cover. 
This is alarming. Unlike the typical corporate-funded think 
tank, filled with pro-Pentagon pundits, the folks at CFR are 
either running the world or they know who does. For 70 
years they've rarely recommended anything that has not 
become policy. Furthermore, they've thoroughly co-opted the 
major media (see sidebar). 

There have also been official announcements that the CIA 
is mission-creeping into economic intelligence and computer- 
age information warfare. This might reflect a bit of nostalgia 
for the job security and moral clarity of the Cold War, or it 


at the highest levels had been to remove such activities from 
the CIA's payroll and continue them under a new umbrella. 
In the unclassified portion of their report, this committee 
recommended giving money openly through a “public-private 
mechanism." *The CIA's big mistake was not supplanting 
itself with private funds fast enough,” observed Gloria 
Steinem, who had been part of the CIA's global network.” 

The Asia Foundation was given a large “severance pay- 
ment" so that they could find private funding," and the 
Congress for Cultural Freedom got over $4 million from the 
Ford Foundation.” In 1971, Radio Liberty and Radio Free 
Europe were spun off and funded separately by new legisla- 


Ever since 1967, when the Katzenbach committee was asked 
by Lyndon Johnson to study the problem of the CIA's use of 
domestic organizations, the agenda at the highest levels had 
been to remove such activities from the CIA's payroll and 
continue them under a new umbrella. In the unclassified 
portion of their report, this committee recommended giving 
money openly through a “public-private mechanism." “The 
CIA's big mistake was not supplanting itself with private funds 
fast enough," observed Gloria Steinem, who had been part of 


could be a premonition that the American Century is over 
and the masses are expected to get uppity. Perhaps the First 
Amendment has always been something of a con—a matter 
of *freedom," but only for those who own the presses, or for 
those who lived in an earlier century, before psywar and 
public relations experts. 

Then again, stay tuned—the credibility gap is back. A 
recent poll shows that Americans are fed up with mainstream 
news media. “Very favorable" ratings for television network 
news fell from 30 percent in 1985 to just 15 percent this year, 
and for large national newspapers it dropped 12 percent. A 
majority now believe that news stories are often inaccurate." 

After factoring in the new global economics and recalcu- 
lating the prospects for the middle class, all bets are off. The 
poor performance of Congress and the press on the issue of 
journalists and the CIA may mean that the next time around, 
the elites will lack even the credibility to stage another co- 
opting charade of “oversight.” That could prove beneficial, 
particularly if next the time threatens to be as inconsequen- 
tial and diversionary as the last time. 


Notes 
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the CIA's global network. 


tion. While this hardly diminished the CIA's control of these 
radio stations, it did help public relations by facilitating 
*deniability."" Then in 1983, Congress created the National 
Endowment for Democracy, with funding to carry on many 
of the activities that the CIA once carried out covertly within 
its own budget. 

Bits and pieces of the old Wurlitzer were still evident 
everywhere: John Richardson, Jr., the new chairman of NED, 
had been president and CEO of Radio Free Europe during 
the 1960s, and some of the NED's dozens of grants were 
issued to groups that solicited aid for the contras.” “It is not 
necessary to turn to the covert approach," commented Colby 
in regard to the NED program. “Many of the programs 
which ... were conducted as covert operations [can now be] 
conducted quite openly, and consequentially, without 
controversy.”” As if to prove his point, Colby’s wife was soon 
a member of NED’s board of directors. 

Two major changes since the 1980s—the collapse of 
socialism and the centralization of domestic and transnational 
media, suggest that the CIA now has everything well in hand. 
But it is far too early to tell. The pressure to stay competitive 
in the global marketplace could provoke economic national- 
ism in places where the CIA was once free to roam. France 
and Germany, for example, have recently expelled CIA 
agents. At the same time, the Soviet people are having 
second thoughts about all those benefits of U.S.-imposed 
capitalism. China remains aggressive and uncompromising; 
they may even tolerate less interference from us in their 
political process than we do from them. 

It’s a different world, and it’s unfamiliar. A blue-ribbon 
panel of the Council on Foreign Relations suggested last year 
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Collage by Johann Humyn Being 


A Kevolution in 
American Policing: | 


the science of kicking ass 


(hristian Parenti 


here is a revolution underway in American policing. 
An increasing number of police departments are 
mixing aggressive "zero tolerance" enforcement, 
aimed at minor disorders, with bureaucratic decentral- 
ization, computerized mapping of crime statistics and a 
business-like focus on the *bottom line" of reduced crime 
rates. And nationwide crime rates are declining, with a 
cluster of “zero tolerance” cities, modeling themselves 
after New York City, leading the way. But this new style 
of policing is also linked with increasing reports of police 
brutality; the recent torture and sodomy of Abner Louima 
in a Brooklyn station house being only a lurid tip of the 
iceberg. 

According to many experts the rise in brutality is not 
merely coincidental, rather the policing revolution has 
structured into it an increased use of brutality. Many 
police officers seem to, unwittingly support that assess- 
ment. 

“Zero tolerance is an attitude,” says Lt. Gary McLhin- 


ney a Baltimore city cop, president of Baltimore's Frater- 


nal Order of Police (FOP) Lodge and one of that city's 
loudest zero tolerance apostles. *It means that if you can't 
respect the standards of decent behavior, if you prey on 
our communities, we'll come down on you night and day." 


The Guru of the *Go Get 'em" School 


“Police used to be more passive. Officers rode around 
waiting to answer 911 call," explains William Bratton, the 
former New York City Police Commissioner who “re-engi- 
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ties—have become virtual war zones, 
with the police on one side and resi- 
dents on the other. 

“T think zero tolerance is asking for a 
riot, and in mid-July we almost had 
one,” says Howell. “Two notorious 
officers were strangling a fourteen year 
old girl after chasing someone into her 
apartment. A young man 
from the group Black 
Men United for 
Change—PeaceKeepers 
peacefully intervened, 
asked what was going 
on. The police attacked 
and arrested him. Pretty 
soon three. hundred 
people had surrounded 
the scene to prevent the 
police from killing this 
guy." | 

The litany of zero 
tolerance abuse goes on, 
a ten year old boy held 
face down in the dirt, a 
gun to his head, massive 
police sweeps, Black men being stopped 
and searched en masse under the aus- 
pices of a new "drug loitering" statute. 

Reports from Indianapolis sound like 
echoes from the Big Easy. “At first we 
were too short staffed to do quality of 
life enforcement," says Janna Griffith 
of the Indianapolis Police Department 
Public Affairs Office. “But this summer 
we started street sweeps and what we 
call saturation patrols against nuisance 
crimes and street level dealing." 

“These campaigns of harassment are 
relatively new but we’re getting lots of 
calls about them,” says Sheila Kennedy 
of the Indiana Civil Liberties Union. 
She says the official police statistics on 
reported abuse by officers are “unreal- 
istic” but her office is definitely noticing 
a change. “People in the African Amer- 
ican community are reporting a pattern 
of discriminatory traffic stops. And in 
the gay community people feel the cops 
are doing some bashing of their own.” 

As in New Orleans, Indianapolis’s 
version of zero tolerance takes place 
against the back drop of wild police 
misconduct. In August 1996 a group of 
off duty officers got drunk at a baseball 
game in the Mayor’s sky box. After the 
game, they proceeded to sexually harass 
passing women and brutally beat a 
black motorist. “I think a lot of police 
feel they have carte blanche powers,” 
say Kennedy. 


stunning and terrifying. During the last 
three years misdemeanor arrests have 


gone up by 73 percent, and murder has 


nose-dived by almost 50 percent. Com- 
plaints of police brutality have jumped 
by 62% since Rudolf Giuliani took 
office in 1992, while in the same period 
the city has paid out more than 100 


Much of the Bratton strategy is based on 
the "broken windows" theory of 
criminologists James Q. Wilson and 
George Kelling. Their thesis is simple: 
take care of small "quality of life" 
problems such as public drinking, and a 
sense of orderly regulation is created that 
helps prevent brutal crimes like rape and 


million dollars in damages arising from 
police violence. When confronted with 
the chargers of that the NYPD was 
making war on the city, Guiliani's re- 
sponse was: “That’s too damn bad." 

Bratton, likewise, waves away the 
problem with: “It makes sense that 
there will be increased confrontation 
between officers and civilians. We're 
dealing with anti-social behavior pat- 
terns that had been ignored for twenty 
five years." 

Only a year and a half into it's New 
York-inspired zero tolerance regime 
and New Orleans is seeing similar re- 
sults: plunging crime and overly aggres- 
sive cops. “In the last three or four 
months since they implemented the 
zero tolerance component, I received 
more complaints than in the last two 
years combined," says Mary Howell, 
New Orleans' leading police misconduct 
attorney. Howell explains that since 
1994, when 50 police officers were 
arrested on a slew of charges from rape 
and drug dealing to murder, the 
department's new Chief Richard 
Pennington has been unable to fully 
implement his version of New York- 
style reforms. By the spring of 1997 
that changed, and by early summer zero 
tolerance hit the streets with a ven- 
geance. Community activists say the 
Second and the Sixth Districts—poor, 
largely African American communi- 


neered” the department into the Chica- 
go Bulls of law enforcement. Now a jet- 
setting security consultant, Bratton is 
still the godfather of innovative polic- 
ing, his latest project is reforming the 
department in Birmingham Alabama. 
“What we do is merely free police to be 
proactive and fight crime again,” says 
Bratton. 

Much of the Bratton 
strategy is based on the 
“broken windows” theo- 
ry of criminologists 
James Q. Wilson and 
George Kelling. Their 
thesis is simple: take 
care of small “quality of 
life” problems such as 
public drinking, and a 
sense of orderly regula- 
tion is created that helps 
prevent brutal crimes 
like rape and murder. 


The NYPD under 
Bratton was the first to murder. 
develop the Wilson- 


Kelling thesis into a coherent, multi- 
faceted strategy for slashing crime rates. 
Now New Orleans, Indianapolis, Min- 
neapolis and Baltimore are following 
suit, their leaders having made the 
pilgrimage to New York or hired 
Bratton protegés as consultants. Los 
Angeles, under it's new Chief Parks, is 
also looking at New York style reforms. 
Likewise San Francisco has used ele- 
ments of the philosophy since the days 
of Mayor Frank Jordan, but here zero 
tolerance has been almost exclusively 
aimed at the homeless, nor has the 
SFPD adopted the combination of com- 
puterized crime mapping and bureau- 
cratic decentralization, know as 
“Comstat.” 


The “Price” of Safe Streets 


In Baltimore the New York-inspired 
changes are less than a year old, but 
police violence is soaring. At first Po- 
lice Commissioner Thomas Frazier 
called zero tolerance a “buzzword... one 
iota away from discriminatory policing.” 
But political pressure, FOP rancor, and 
renegade campaigns by several “zero 
tolerance” district commanders have 
forced Baltimore’s brass to copy more 
and more of the New York methodolo- 
gy. By mid-August of 1997 Baltimore 
Police had already shot more than 70 
civilians. 

In New York the picture is both 
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Comstat: Storm Troopers 
in Lab Coats? 


While much of Comstat is hard to 
argue with—many see it as progressive 
policing—the “broken windows” logic 
and zero tolerance rhetoric of Comstat 
gives pseudo-scientific legitimacy to 
petty, and racist police 
harassment. 

“Every arrest for a 
quality of life offense, is 
a potential break 
through on some other 
larger case,” says an 
NOPD spokesman. “Ev- 
ery ticket, every bust 
provides intelligence, on 
a potential criminal.” 
This idea—that every 
bust counts—is said to 
have enormously boost- 
ed morale among the 
rank and file of the 
NYPD, NOPD and 
other zero tolerance 
departments. According to the best case 
scenario—the one. purveyed by cop- 
shop spin doctors—serial killers jump 
turnstiles, so bust enough fair-beaters 
and you'll find a Ted Bundy. 

“That’s Bull! Not every bust is a 
potential break through. A lot of busts 
in this town are just about making 
ticket quotas and power tripping," says 
Steve Duncombe a resident and activist 
in New York's Lower East Side, who 
once enjoyed Saturday evening beers on 
his stoop. Some criminologists agree. 

"Zero Tolerance further criminalizes 
poor people and communities of color. 
Enough tickets and warrants lead to a 
sort of criminal labeling of non-deviant 
groups, as deviant," says Professor 
Peter Sharf, of New Orleans University. 
Many cops don't see that as a problem. 

“People say Z.T. doesn't work be- 
cause in New York or Baltimore, 80% 
of the quality of life tickets are never 
paid and an enormous amount of the 
misdemeanor court dates are no- 
shows,” says Lt. MacLhinney of 
Baltimore’s FOP. “But hey, that doesn’t 
matter. What counts is we’ve got them 
in the system! We’re building a data 
base.” 


What really drives crime rates? 


Charges of brutality and discriminato- 
ry policing are not what drive criminal 
Continued on page 55 
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geants and beat cops; as all precinct 
captains must reduce crime or move on. 
“Comstat allows for a transparency that 
even a walk around management style 
can’t achieve,” says Bratton—who still 
speaks in the present tense when talk- 
ing about the NYPD, despite his new 
job in the private sector. “You can see 


The linchpin of these innovations is the 
“Comstat” process, short for computer 
statistics. The procedure is surprisingly 
similar be it in New Orleans, 
Indianapolis, Baltimore or New York. 
Once a week precinct or district captains 
go before the entire brass of their 
department and have to explain their 
performance. 


who’s good and who isn’t. You can 
reach down in the ranks and promote 
the really smart and aggressive leaders 
or see where the system may be 
clogged.” 

In Minneapolis the police, though 
openly following the New York model, 
say they are emphasizing proactive 
prevention, over quality of life busts. 

“For example we just had a gang 
shooting,” says Chief Robert Olson, a 
friend of Bratton’s and a former com- 
missioner in Yonkers, New York. “So 
instead of waiting for it to escalate, and 
then tracking down the culprits, we sent 
twelve probation officer out with the 
cops. They tracked down the known 
gang members, went to their houses, 
didn’t arrest, just talked to ’em. Said: 
hey we know what's going. No retalia- 
tions.” So far Minneapolis has seen six 
killings in '97 compared with 30 in '96. 

Unfortunately, such  preventative 
measures can quickly turn into a mere 
widening the criminal justice net. In 
Anaheim probation officers, coordinat- 
ing their efforts with the District Attor- 
ney, ride with police, not to preempt 
gang-banging, but to catch and bust 
youth who violate the rules of their 
virtual house- arrest probation. "If an 
active gang members come out on 
probation and they sneeze, they're 
going back to jail," says Bryan Brown 
of the Anaheim D.A's office. 
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Brave New Cop Sciences 


There is more to the new policing 
than unleashing cops, resurrecting old 
vagrancy laws, and harassing youth of 
color. Streamlined, decentralized bu- 
reaucracies and new mechanisms of 
performance related accountability 
have, in many cases, 
meant more responsive 
and competent policing. 

The linchpin of these 
innovations is the 
*Comstat" process, short 
for computer statistics. 
The procedure is sur- 
prisingly similar be it in 
New Orleans, Indianap- 
olis, Baltimore or New 
York. Once a week 
precinct or district cap- 
tains go before the en- 
tire brass of their de- 


partment and have to 
explain their perfor- 
mance. 


*You have the Commissioner, the 
Chief, the Deputy Chiefs, sitting at one 
end of a large stage," explains Lt. 
Muncy the manager of the Baltimore 
Police Department's Comstat meetings. 
“Opposite them is a twelve-foot high 
illuminated map, filled with icons. In 
the front two rows of the auditoriums 
are all the majors and colonels in 
charge of all special units and the rest 
of the brass. On stage in front of every- 
body are one or two district command- 
ers, explaining—or trying to explain— 
the situation in their area." 

In New York the first Comstat meet- 
ings were so rough that half of the 
city’s 76 precinct captains quit or were 
transferred from their jobs in the first 
two years. “When I took over we had a 
very entrenched command structure. So 
the meetings tended to be a bit heated 
and confrontational,” says Bratton. 

“If we see a rash of robberies, we ask 
the captain, what he’s doing. Does he 
have a plan? Is he setting up any stings, 
has he contacted other precincts to see 
if the stolen merchandise is in their 
area? If there’s no explanation, and no 
change in rate and pattern of offenses, 
the officer probably won’t last.” 

This sort of pressure to be proactive 
and preventive, helps break down barri- 
ers between precincts, and gets pushed 
down the chain of command. Captains 
lean on lieutenants, who lean on ser- 
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America s 
Sex Gulags 


Is Leroy Hendricks the first of tens of thousands of men to disappear 
down the legal black hole dug last year by the Supreme Court? 


Andriette 


or nearly three years, 62-year-old Leroy Hendricks has 
gone to sleep each night in his ten-foot-square cell in 
a locked ward of Larned State Hospital, the state 

mental institution serving western Kansas. There's a good 

chance that Larned State is where Hendricks will die. 

Why is he there? Leroy Hendricks is perfectly sane. He 
has a criminal record stretching back to 1955, but com- 
pleted his most recent sentence with time off for good 
behavior. In the course of his criminal career, Hendricks 
never used or threatened violence. Nonetheless, he was 
designated in 1994 as Kansas's first "Sexually Violent 
Predator." And on June 24th, the US Supreme Court, 
ruling five to four, declared that people who have a 
“mental abnormality" or “personality disorder"—terms as 
amorphous as a Rorschach inkblot—can be locked up for 
life in mental hospitals if the state deems them “likely” to 
commit a crime in the future. 

This decision overturns a 1996 judgment by the highest 
court in Kansas, striking down the state's “sexual preda- 
tor" law as unconstitutional. The Supreme Court's star- 
tling ruling overturns what had been a fundamental tenet - 
of jurisprudence: that people are punished for crimes the 
state proved were committed, not crimes the state con- 
tends they might commit in the future. 

The Hendricks decision reflects America's current 
obsession with crime, an obsession that has given the US 
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In "America's Sex Gulags” Bill : 
Andriette investigates the effects of  : 
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rationality or orientation to reality. These have never in 
themselves been considered mental illnesses or grounds for 
involuntary commitment. 

The Supreme Court explicitly endorsed this distinction in 
1992, when it ruled in Foucha v. Louisiana that states could 
not involuntarily commit people who were dangerous unless 
they also were mentally ill. With any threshold for commit- 
ment lower than mental illness—such as “personality dis- 
order"—Justice White observed, you could indefinitely lock 
into psychiatric wards practically any prisoner. Most people 
in jail have a personality disorder, he said. And every 
prisoner, by virtue of having committed crimes, could be seen 
as dangerous. Any standard that broad, the court concluded 
then, has to be wrong. 

Zonana suggests that those who advocate the loose 
standard for involuntary commitment rejected in Foucha 
aren’t really serious. They are simply reaching for a rationale 
broad enough to allow locking up the people they don’t like. 

Zonana’s analysis seems exactly right. Kansas Attorney 
General Carla Stovall went before the Supreme Court 
insisting that the overwhelming aim of the Kansas’s treatment 
program for “sex predators” was therapeutic and non- 
punitive. But ten months earlier, before the Judiciary 
Committee of the Kansas State Senate, Stovall called the 
predator law an ineffectual “game.” She was testifying in 
favor of legislation to stiffen sentences for sex crimes. “This 
bill gives harsher prison terms rather than pretending we’re 
going to treat them and cure them, which frankly is not going 
to happen,” the Attorney General said. Stovall says she has 
since been “enlightened” about the effectiveness of treatment 
for sex offenders. Perhaps. Or maybe she thought that if she 
changed her tune, she could get the Supreme Court to play 
along with a bid to give states totalitarian new powers. 


War is peace & freedom is slavery 


Justice Clarence Thomas wove the court’s majority opinion 
in Kansas v. Hendricks from strands of twisted logic he might 
have pulled from the court’s past rationalizations for segrega- 
tion: 


© Indefinite civil confinement, the court declared, is not 
punishment. 


-@ Locking up sane people up in mental hospitals after 


they've served a prison sentence for a crime is not double 
jeopardy (two punishments for the same offense) 


© Invoking a law passed years after a person’s conviction to 
confine him when his sentence ends is not ex post facto 
punishment (a new penalty devised and imposed after an act 
was committed). 


© Making indefinite confinement contingent on having a 
"mental abnormality” or “personality disorder"—terms 
covering everything from caffeine addiction to depression— 
does not violate the right to due process. 


In addition, the Supreme Court said that while a review of a 
person's confinement needed to occur at least yearly, the 
review need not be conducted by an impartial court. A 
special committee set up by the state, accountable to no one, 
would suffice. 


more prisoners—over 1.6 million at last count—than any 
democracy in history. But in crossing this new threshold—the 
indefinite incarceration of people who might commit crime— 
the driving force was sexual panic. With homosexuality win- 
ning virtual acceptance in the mainstream and sexual imagery 
flooding pop culture, there has come a terrible backlash. Its 
force is breaking the backbone of principles basic to Ameri- 
can society—ideals of fairness and freedom that the civil 
rights movements of the '60s and "70s had begun to realize. 


Treatment forever 


Kansas's 1994 "sexual predator" statute was basically a 
copy of a law that Washington enacted in 1990, and that four 
other states—Arizona, California, Minnesota, and Wisconsin 
—have also mimicked. The Washington law was enacted after 
a number of unusually violent, well-publicized sex crimes in 
the state, committed by men who had served time previously 
for other crimes of the flesh. The new law allowed Washing- 
ton to screen sex offenders coming out of prison in order to 
root out those the state deemed likely to strike again. Instead 
of going free, they would be committed indefinitely to a 
locked facility where they would supposedly receive intensive 
therapy. If they made progress, eventually they might get out. 

The purpose of these laws, proponents say when pressed, 
is not punitive. That's what Kansas Attorney General Carla 
_ Stovall insisted when she argued her case before the Supreme 
Court last December. Kansas' sex predator statute, she con- 
tended, was a balanced attempt to impose therapy on a 
carefully screened group of violent, disturbed, and recalci- 
trant offenders. And intensive, mandatory therapy, she 
maintained, could cure their condition. 

But if these civil commitment laws were popular with the 
woman on the street, they proved enormously controversial 
in other quarters. The Washington law was upheld by the 
state's highest court, but then struck down in 1995 by a 
federal judge. (That case is now on appeal to the Ninth 
Circuit, though the Hendricks decision could make the issue 
moot.) Controversy about these laws raged also among those 
in the mental health world. 

"This is not an attempt to gain treatment or anything close 
to that," contends Howard Zonana, professor of psychiatry at 
Yale and point person on sex crime law for the American 
Psychiatric Association (APA). “What this really is, is an 
attempt to extend prison sentences." 

The APA strongly opposes the Washington state law and 
its imitations because of how it transforms the rules for 
involuntary hospitalization. ^We have an awesome power to 
commit someone against their will if we think they are ill and 
dangerous," Zonana says. But he adds that psychiatrists 
invoke this power only in extremely narrow circumstances: in 
cases where people have obvious, severe mental conditions— 
like schizophrenia or psychosis—that break the link with 
reality, or that make them an immediate danger to them- 
selves or others. Psychiatry's awesome power to lock a person 
up is generally seen as legitimate because of its limited, clear 
scope. 

But besides severe illnesses, psychiatry also concerns itself 
with a vast gray area of mental traits and conditions—ranging 
from nicotine addiction to sadomasochism to “borderline 
personality disorder"—that do not affect a person's basic 
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tained Hendricks’ condition was treatable, the law under 
which he was committed made no provisions for treatment 
while he was in prison. And for months after he was confined 
to Larned State Hospital as a “sex predator,” Kansas had no 
treatment program in place. These facts, Breyer concluded, 
pointed to illicit punitive intent on Kansas’s part. If the 
minority opinion had actually prevailed, Hendricks would be 
set free. But the grounds would be too slender to free the 
other eight men locked 
in Larned State as 
“predators.” 


New stakes 


The implications of 
the Hendricks decision 
are huge. For anyone 
who gets snared in 
America's motley patch- 
work of sex laws—in- 
cluding statutes against 
public sex, indecent 
exposure, sodomy, sex 
with family members, 
lewd and lascivious con- 
duct, age-of-consent laws—the threat of indefinite impris- 
onment now looms. 

With a green light from the Supreme Court, states are now 
rushing to pass civil commitment statutes for sex offenders, 
and expand ones already in place. The number of men 
committed under these new laws nationally (so far there are 
no women) is already in the hundreds—and this at a time 
when states were proceeding cautiously from fear courts 
would strike these laws down. As more civil commitment 
statutes come on-line, around ten percent of people now in 
prison on sex charges could be committed, estimates the 
APA’s Howard Zonana, leading to tens of thousands within 
a few years. 

And the underlying rationale of the Supreme Court’s ruling 
extends well beyond sex cases. “Taken to its logical conclu- 
sion, any class of criminal we’re afraid of can be put into the 
mental-abnormal or personality-disorder category,” . says 
Robert Boruchowitz, a Washington public defender who won 
a challenge in federal court to that state’s commitment law. 
“And based on their prior record they could be found to be 
dangerous in the future. Then you could lock them up 
forever.” 


Hands that wander 


How did Leroy Hendricks become the wedge that opened 
the door in the US to Soviet-style mental hospitals, filled not 
with the insane but the despised? What exactly did Hendricks 
do? 

You won't, oddly, find the answer to that question in the 
media's coverage of the recent ruling. Even when you ask 
those who pursued his case to the Supreme Court, there will 
be a long pause of shuffling of papers. Neither Kansas 
Attorney General Carla Stovall, who presented oral argu- 
ments before the nine justices, nor University of Kansas law 
professor Stephen McAllister, who wrote the state's briefs, 
nor even Hendrick's court-appointed attorney Thomas 
Welnert, knows off the top of her or his head the precise 


...In crossing this new threshold—the 
indefinite incarceration of people who 
might commit crime—the driving force 
was sexual panic. With homosexuality 
winning virtual acceptance in the main- 
stream and sexual imagery flooding pop 
culture, there has come a terrible 


Two trip wires, crossed 


In deciding Hendricks, the court set a two-part standard for 
indefinitely confining people who've broken sex laws. First 
the state has to show that the person they want to put away 
is dangerous—which is to say, likely to break the law again. 
Then it has to show one additional fact about him (and 
everyone agrees these statutes target only males). That 
additional fact is some- 
thing on the order of a 
*mental abnormality" or 
“personality defect." 

But in practice, the 
“two-part test" short- 
circuits. For the price of 
a professional consulta- 
tion, guns-for-hire psy- 
chologists will diagnose 
as “pedophile” or “lack- 
ing impulse-control" a 
gay man convicted of 
blowing a willing 14- 
year-old. Voilà: a “per- 
sonality disorder”—or 
two of them. And it doesn’t take much to convince a jury 
that a convicted “child rapist"—for that is what such a man 
is called—is dangerous. 

These determinations, moreover, are made in proceedings 
that lack the safeguards that apply in criminal trials. Anyone 
who’s followed O.J. Simpson knows that a line divides the US 
legal system into criminal and civil sectors. In criminal law, 
defendants face punishment. Their freedom and lives are at 
stake, and the Constitution builds in solid protections. Most 
Americans can rattle off the list: “presumption of innocence,” 
“proof beyond a reasonable doubt,” exclusion of illegally 
obtained evidence, impermissibility of hearsay, the rights to 
face your accuser and to not incriminate yourself. None of 
these standards applies in civil law, where what’s at stake 
usually is a fine. When it comes to civil commitment to a 
mental hospital, the stakes are higher, of course. Nonetheless, 
a person up for commitment can be forced to testify, and will 
have all his past charges—proven or otherwise—entered into 
evidence. 

In the broad sweep of its ruling, the Supreme Court 
granted powers to Kansas for which it hadn’t even asked. 
Kansas has sought to commit only people already in prison 
for sex offenses. But the court majority averred that the sex 
predator law could also be used against persons never 
convicted of a crime. Kansas insisted—fatuously—that the 
overriding purpose of its commitment law is treatment, not 
punishment. But Justice Thomas wrote in the majority 
opinion that states weren’t obligated to treat those they con- 
fined as dangerous and disordered. Kansas waxed about the 
favorable treatment prospects for sex offenders. But Justice 
Kennedy, concurring with Thomas, stated he understood that 
many offenders, once committed, could never be safely 
released. 

Though the court’s majority was thin, the dissenters didn’t 
in fact quibble with the substance of Thomas’s opinion. 
Justice Breyer’s dissent homed in on the specific circumstanc- 
es of Hendricks’ case. He noted that while Kansas main- 


backlash. 
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18 years for the SPJ to become aware of the 
fine print in the CIA’s policy. This is proba- 
bly due to poor reporting from newspapers 
such as the Washington Post, which the inno- 
cents at SPJ must think of as not only “liber- 
al,” but also competent. So why, when the 
Post’s intelligence reporter, Walter Pincus, 
was told about the waiver..., did he write it 
up as a scoop in the 22 February 1996 Was- 
hington Post? Perhaps Pincus really didn’t 
know. Or perhaps ever since Pincus took 
money from the CIA in the early 1960s, it 
has affected his reporting on this issue. 
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same-sex 
marriage 
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because it fills some sort of deep human 
need that as a relatively young culture, 
the queer community has been unable to 
provide. 

The challenge then, especially for those 
who believe that homosexuality is not 
consistent with mainstream, middle-class, 
conservative family values,is to build our 
own secular rituals. We must find queer 
ways to celebrate our relationships, ac- 
knowledge our chosen families and foster 
our differences, without borrowing uncrit- 
ically from straight culture and its tradi- 
tional nuclear family. 


Nikki Gershbain is never getting married. 
Maybe. 
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necessary." To rephrase this politely, it took 


details of the crimes committed by 
Kansas’ first “Sexually Violent Preda- 
tor.” In the damning glare of that des- 
ignation, what exactly Hendricks did 
has sunk below the horizon of signifi- 
cance. 

Leroy Hendricks has principally been 
found guilty of what’s known today as 
“bad touch.” One charge on his rap 
sheet seems almost droll: a 1963 convic- 
tion of “lewd conduct” for playing strip 
poker with a teenage girl. Before that, 
in 1954, he had his first conviction, for 
exposing himself to two girls. Then in 
1960, he fondled two boys, ages seven 
and eight, at a carnival where he 
worked. In 1963 he was convicted of 
touching the genitals of a seven-year- 
old girl who was a friend of his family. 
In 1967, Hendricks was found guilty of 
fondling a boy and fondling and licking 
the genitals of a girl—again friends of 
the family—with whom he had gone 
camping. Hendricks’ last conviction, in 
1984, was for touching, through their 
pants, the crotches of two 13-year-old 
boys, customers at the electronics store 
where he worked. In addition, Kansas 
alleges that Hendricks fondled and had 
oral sex with his stepson and step- 
daughter for a period in the 1970s, in 
exchange for letting them smoke ciga- 
rettes and drive his truck, but there 
were never any criminal charges. 

Hendricks has trouble keeping his 
hands to himself. But he was never 
accused or convicted of penetrative sex 
with minors, nor of using force or 
threats against anyone. 

It’s helpful to put Hendricks’ indis- 
cretions in perspective. In most societ- 
ies throughout history, child fondling 
has beena matter for giggles or mild 
chastisement. Indeed, in the US during 
the 50s, '60s and 70s, minor punish- 
ments were what was generally meted 
out to those found guilty of uncoerced, 
mildly sexual acts with adolescents or 
children. During those decades, 
Hendricks’ indiscretions, like those of a 
habitual public drunk, got him succes- 
sive slaps on the wrist—well-deserved 
most would say. 

When Hendricks went to court in 
1984 to answer charges of touching the 
two teenage boys, times had begun 
changing. As a recidivist felon, 
Hendricks faced life imprisonment. The 
prosecutor agreed to a plea bargain of 
five-to-20 years. With time off for good 

Continued on page 54 
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Legislating Corporate Profit 


smaller companies out of the supplement 
business. 

Enter the Consumer Health Free 
Speech Act (HR 2868). Introduced by 
Rep. Ron Paul, the bill would narrow the 
Federal Food, Drug & Cosmetics Act's 
broad definition of "drug" to exclude 
foods, which is how supplements are 
categorized in this country. This bill 
would effectively allow supplement manu- 
facturers to make viable health claims for 
their products without jumping through 
FDA hoops—a move that would keep 
supplement prices affordable. 

"[HR 2868] protects us against overly 
aggressive regulatory actions by the FDA 
by increasing the legal burden required 
for the agency to challenge health 
claims," said Hammell. 


Resources 


@ The International Advocates for Health 
Freedom is John Hammell. You can reach 
him at International Advocates for Health 
Freedom, John Hammell (Legal Advo- 
cate), 2411 Monroe St. #2, Hollywood, FL 
33020 USA, or call him at 800-333-2553 or 
954-929-2905, fax him at 954-929-0507 or 
on-demand fax at 954-927-8795. Electroni- 
cally, you can reach him via e-mail at 
jham@concentric.net. And definitely visit 
his web page: www.pnc.com.au/ cafmr/ 
hammell/index.html. With extensive 
documentation on Codex and other health 
and freedom issues, it's a must. 

e The Life Extension Foundation is also 
very active in the fight, as well as in a 
number of other key health freedom and 
related issues. Its web page offers troves 
of information and can be found at 
www/lef.org/lef/index.html. 

e Vitamin Express, Inc. published many 
of these documents on its web page and 
gave a thorough balance to the issue. It 
sells a wealth of supplements and can be 
reached at 1-800-500-0733. 

© Natural Health and Longevity Re- 
source Center has a home page that also 
features good articles on this subject. You 
can find it at www.all-natural.com/. 

© Also vital in the Codex battle is the 
support and work of the National Health 
Federation. This organization has been 
working hard for health care rights for 40 
years. Check out its web page at 
www.eyeonmedicine.com/thenhf/nhf.htm. 
-Sam Gaines 


"Is the FDA Subverting your Freedom" first ap- 
peared in issue #12 of Eye magazine, available from 
301 S. Elm St., Suite 405, Greensboro, NC 27401. 
Or phone toll-free: 1-888-READ-EYE (1-888-732- 
3393) Subscriptions are 514/6 issues. ©1998 Eye, 
Inc. 


53 


such a process ongoing. 

This is the same European Union that 
has even argued that herbal teas—cham- 
omile, peppermint, red zinger, whatever— 
are drugs. 

The threat was clear: Americans were 
about to lose their right to choose the 
products they want to use. And because 
of the binding nature of GATT and 
NAFTA, all American laws covering this 
legal ground are ultimately superseded by 
international law. 


Hammell and his colleagues had their 
work cut out for them. Underfunded, out- 
manned, and out-lobbied, IAHF and LEF 
set to work on several fronts. They spread 
the word on the Internet. They hired 
their own lobbying agents. They sent 
letters and faxes to congressmen. They 
simply didn’t quit. 

Thousands of alarmed 
joined the fray. 

Finally, it all paid off... 

The harmonization language was re- 
moved, and your right to buy dietary 
supplements—at the dosages you want, at 
a price you can afford—was saved, at 
least for the moment. In late November, 
1997, the FDA Reform Bill was passed by 
both houses and signed into law by Presi- 
dent Clinton, without the harmonization 
language. 


consumers 


..Dut the war goes on 


Unfortunately, that’s not the end of it. 
The FDA is still trying to expand the 
OTC drug category to include herbs, 
which would just as surely harmonize with 
Codex standards—and thereby threaten 
consumer access to herbs. The FDA 
compounded this stance with the an- 
nouncement of the new Good Manufac- 
turing Practice regulations, which many 
industry analysts believe would drive 
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Suzanne Harris, J.D. of the Law Loft, 
Hammell continued fighting the Codex 
standardization, both here and abroad. 
Their efforts continued in both the legis- 
lative and mass communications venues, 
finally taking the anti-Codex battle to 
Congress in August. The FDA Reform 
Bill (Senate bill 830) proposed to enable 
the FDA to “regulate many dietary sup- 
plements as drugs by harmonizing Ameri- 
can law with that of the European Union, 
-where supplements are regulated as 
drugs," Hammell stated. 


Harmonization: 
A fearful convergence 


The key word here is harmonization. 
According to a lengthy memo authored 
by Harris on just this issue, 
“harmonization” does not refer to some 
sort of "spirit of the law" concordance 
with other nations. It is, in fact, a very 
specific term in trade law which literally 
means “to make the same as." 

The ominous face of this cannot be lost 
on Americans conscious of the erosions 
of their allegedly inalienable rights; as 
Harris puts it, ^When the United States 
ratified both the results of the Uruguay 
Round of the General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade (GATT) and the North 
American Free Trade Agreement 
(NAFTA), the United States signed on to 
several international agreements within 
these agreements that pledged the United 
States to enter into a continuing process 
designed to harmonize American food 
and drug law to internationally achieved 
standards..." Harris continues: “In addi- 
tion, these agreements created new inter- 
national bureaucracies that are designed 
to monitor the process of international 
harmonization. The GATT agreement 
also created a new international court 
with jurisdiction to assure that member 
nations were complying with the obliga- 
tions contained in these agreements." 

Can you say, "New World Order"? 

Both versions of the FDA Reform Act 
(S.830)—the House's and the Senate's— 
contained such harmonization language, 
effectively giving the FDA license to 
harmonize our laws regarding food, drugs, 
and medical devices with those of the 
European Union. The Senate’s version 
further empowered the FDA to make 
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tious in the numbers of men it has 
sought to commit. From 1994 through 
December 1996, 618 people were re- 
leased from Kansas prisons after serv- 
ing time for breaking sex laws, accord- 
ing to Stovall. Only nine have been 
commited as “predators” (a handful of 
other cases are pending). Who knows 
whether that caution will 
continue now that the 
Supreme Court has 
ruled. Whether or not 
Kansas’ offender treat- 
ment program in the 
pointless “game” the 
attorney general once 
Stated, it is certainly an 
expensive one. The state 
says it costs $860,000 a 
year to run the program 
at Larned State, more 
than $100,000 per man. 


Clerk makes 
good 


Stephen McAllister was the quill and 
brains behind Kansas' Supreme Court 
victory. He is a law professor at the 
University of Kansas in Lawrence. In 
1992 he was a law clerk at the Supreme 
Court for Justice Clarence Thomas 
when Foucha was de- 
cided (the case where 
the Court held both 
mental illness and 
dangerousness neces- 
sary for commitment). 
McAllister knew that 
Thomas strongly op- 
posed the majority in 
that decision. 
McAllister says that he 
believes Thomas thinks 
the state should be 
able to commit to in- 
a4 definite incarceration 
¿| people whom it be- 
lieves are dangerous. 
So when the Kansas 
Supreme Court in- 
voked Foucha to strike down the preda- 
tor law, McAllister figured the state 
had an opening with Thomas. 

McAllister is delighted with the 
Hendricks decision. He thinks it gives 
Kansas the legal means to run a sex 
predator commitment program in the 
cautious, reasonable way that he thinks 
Kansas does it. Will other states be so 
fair? 

“Pm a little bit nervous about that,” 
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oy Hendricks 


violent. I mean, the term is ‘violent 
sexual predator.” 


You can get into 
a Roach Motel... 


What are the criteria prosecutors 
employ in deciding whom to commit as 
a “predator”? “I think you’re being too 


The implications of the Hendricks 
decision are huge. For anyone who gets 
hs snared in America’s motley patchwork of 
sex laws—including statutes against pub- 
lic sex, indecent exposure, sodomy, sex 
with family members, lewd and lascivious 
conduct, age-of-consent laws—the threat 
of indefinite imprisonment now looms. 


generous in assuming there are crite- 
ria,” answers Robert Boruchowitz, the 
Washington state attorney. “It’s totally 
random.” He cites the case of one of 
his clients. At his commitment hearing 
after serving his prison term, the state 
psychologist said he suffered from a 
“personality defect, not 
otherwise specified” 
and “mental abnor- 
mality, not otherwise 
specified.” Either the 
personality defect or 
the mental abnormality 
alone would not make 
the man dangerous, the 
psychologist declared, 
but the two together 
did. He is now com- 
mitted as a “predator” 
to indefinite incarcera- 
tion. 

Kansas’ criteria are 
no less arbitrary. For 
one Kenneth Hay, 
counts of “indecent 
solicitation” of a minor and “lewd and 
lascivious behavior” were the last charg- 
es for which he served time in prison 
before his indefinite commitment to 
Larned. For “predators” James Russell 
and Donald Hunt, their final sentence 
was simply for “indecent liberties” with 
minors. As with Hendricks, these charg- 
es may have involved touching, and 
maybe not even that. 

But Kansas has been relatively cau- 
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behavior, Hendricks maxed out his sen- 
tence at ten, in 1994. That's when the 
Kansas attorney general made 
Hendricks the poster boy for the new 
sex predator law. 

At his commitment 
hearing in October 1994, 
Hendricks said he wasn't 
going to molest children 
anymore, according to 
Thomas Weinert, 
attorney. Hendricks said 
he had no desire to 
touch children since 
1985. He realize that he 
had harmed children in 
the past, Hendricks told 
the court, and that he 
had learned his lesson 
and would not do it 
again. 

But how can you prove you won't do 
it again, the prosecutor shot back dur- 
ing cross examination. 

Well Hendricks answered, عط‎ 
couldn't prove it. The only way to 
prove it would be if he were dead. 

It was an honest reply to a trick ques- 
tion, but it sealed his fate. “It would be 
hard to imagine a less sympathetic de- 
fendant than..Leroy Hendricks," the 
New York Times editorialized. “He is a 
62-year-old pedophile who has said only 
death would guarantee a change in his 
behavior." 

The case of Leroy Hendricks shows 
not the “understandable” desire to keep 
“violent sexual offenders" locked up, as 
the New York Times editorial goes on 
to say. Rather, it proves that even as 
states proceeded with great caution, 
walking on tenterhooks from fear of 
having commitment statutes struck 
down, they're used these totalitarian 
tools indefensibly—as they were certain 
to be used from the beginning. 

The story of Leroy Hendricks shows 
how the spectacle that sexual predator 
laws create obscures the reality of what 
they do, not least for those who execute 
them. Are the nine “predators” locked 
at Larned State Hospital convicted of 
violent crimes? “1 suspect that's one of 
the criteria" says John Garlinger, 
spokesperson for the Kansas Depart- 
ment of Social and Rehabilitation Ser- 
vices, which runs the treatment pro- 
gram. “All the ones in there, they're all 
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would predicted. And as Comstat and 
Z.T. take hold in New Orleans the 
same seems to be emerging there; vio- 
lent crime in all categories, except 
homicide, was down by almost 20% in 
the first quarter of 1997 when com- 
pared to the first quart of 1995. 


Culture of Peace 
Pushes Down Crime 


However, new research, by anthropol- 
ogist Richard Curtis, provides another 
explanation. “Its the “little brother 
syndrome.“ A lot of kids out there have 
turned away from violence. There’s 
been a real cultural shift,” say Curtis 
from his office at John Jay College. 
Curtis and his research team have been 
conducting a larger scale ethnographic 
study in numerous neighborhoods 
throughout New York . They say the 
current generation of youth are reject- 
ing the “thug life” in reaction to the 
feverish storm of killing, addiction and 
AIDS deaths that swept the streets in 
the late eighties and early nineties. 

“What we’re finding,” explains Curtis, 
“is that kids are staying in school, 
smoke'n blunts but avoiding alcohol 
and hard drugs and even getting more 
politically active. I wouldn't give so 
much credit to the cops." 

In the west and midwest there's yet 
another piece to this puzzle—gang 
“trucing.” From Watts to Omaha, to 
Chicago, an archipelago of tenuous, 
post-L.A. riot truces are still holding 
between numerous sets of Crips, 
Bloods, Vicelords and Disciples. 

“There’s peace between the projects 
and not as much money to be made in 
the game, ” says DeWayne Holmes—a 
founder of the LA Crips-Blood gang 
truce and now an advisor to State Sena- 
tor Tom Hayden—during a resent cruse 
through the former war zones of Watts. 
“A lot of dudes are chilling out, stay’n 
at home, or looking for jobs.” 

The Black Men United for Change— 
Peace Keepers in New Orleans and a 
similar unarmed community based 
peace keeping group called TURF in 
San Francisco, may be examples of how 
the cultural shift towards peace can be 
institutionalized. But it is the seemingly 
magic elixir of Zero Tolerance and 
Comstat, that is receiving attention and 
Justice Department funding. And as far 
as most elected official are concerned, 
the New York City model is political 
rocket fuel. 


therapies being tried in California. If 
Leroy Hendricks ever gets out of 
Larned State Hospital, and one night 
there is fire on his lawn and a crowd 
gathered by a tree with a rope, he can’t 
say Kansas didn’t warn him. 


A Revolution 
in American Policing 


continued from page 47 


justice policy—fear of crime does. And 
among criminologists, police and legal 
experts there is a contentious debate 
about the policing revolution and its 
real effect of crime rates. 

“It’s all due to the police," says 
Bratton. *For years criminologist said 
the police were merely reactive, that we 
couldn't effect crime rates. Its not 
true." 

There is are cocktail of complimenta- 
ry non-police explanations for lower 
crime rates: fewer “crimo-genic” young 
men in the population; colder winters 
keeping people in doors; a booming 
economy; the stabilization of once 
violent drug markets; and a switch from 
crack to heroin. But this explanations, 
even in combination, haven't quite 
snatched the credit from the tough new 
policing, in part because the plunge in 
crime rates in New York is so much 
greater than any, or all, of these factors 


McAllister acknowledges, “because I 
think Kansas has been very conscien- 
tious, and I'm just not sure that's going 
to be true everywhere." He grants that 
the Hendricks ruling allows states ex- 
traordinary lattitude to lock up sex 
offenders, because meeting the stan- 
dard of “dangerousness” and “mental 
abnormality" is easy for prosecutors. 
And he thinks the Supreme Court will 
allow states to do pretty much what 
they want, since there's little consensus 
in the mental health world about treat- 
ment and future risk. When it comes to 
committing to mental hospitals people 
who break sex laws, America has re- 
turned to an era of states' rights. 


How far from here? 


Will the men confined at Larned 
State ever get out? “We’ve believed 
that it would be three to five years of 
treatment,” says Attorney General 
Carla Stovall. “That’s what the experts 
say their expectation is. Of course we 
haven’t reached even close to that point 
on any of our predators yet.” 

As Stovall talks about the men con- 
fined at Larned State, the term predator 
rolls off her tongue with the cadence 
and weight that Negro once enjoyed in 
the drawl of Southern sheriffs. The 
inflection suggests the peculiar brew of 
contempt and paternalism that’s tapped 
whenever a person’s identity grows 
invested in controlling the lives of oth- 
ers. 

“Treatment is only as good as the 
predators want it to be,” Stovall goes 
on. “The ball is really in the court of 
the predators to invest in treatment, to 
do as much as possible to participate 
and to make those changes that are 
necessary.” 

But civil commitment is no panacea, 
she warns. “The predator law cannot be 
the only avenue for dealing with sex 
offenders. I think long sentences are 
important. I think intensive supervision 
after release is important, and then sex 
registration is important. So I think 
there are lot of pieces to the puzzle.” 

Anyone who makes it out of Larned 
will be a publicly registered sexual 
predator, subject to perpetual electronic 
monitoring, and tracked wherever he 
goes. Before hanging up the phone, 
Stephen McAllister mentions that peo- 
ple in Kansas are talking about the 
controversial but cutting-edge castration 
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Zerzan on "What is Anarchism?“ While the 
Mar.-Apr. issue features a concise, well-written 
account of "The Failure of the Working Class 
(1946)" by the important Dutch council-commu- 
nist Anton Pannekoek. Subscriptions are 
$3/year (6 issues). 


EARTH FIRST! ACTION UPDATE 
#42/Sept.’97 thru #45/Jan.’98 (Dept 29, 1 New- 
ton St, Manchester M1 1HW England) is a 6- 
page bulletin of direct action environmentalists 
in the UK reporting on eco-defense activities 
around the world. Issue #42 features an over- 
view of "Affinity Groups." Issue #44 includes a 
short account of the trashing of the Doe Hill 
mine (near Chesterfield) and a report on the 
GAndALF trial convictions. Every issue 
includes an international contact list. Subscri- 
ptions are £6/12 issues. 


EIDOS 

Sexual Freedom & Erotic Entertainment 

for Consenting Adults 

Vol.9,#2/undated (POB 96, Boston, MA. 02137- 
0096; email: eidos4sex@pipeline.com) is now a 
scaled-down 36-page (about half ads) tabloid, 
published by the outspoken Brenda Tatelbaum 
who states that "Eidos advocates erotic justice 
and sexual equality for traditionally persecuted 
and oppressed sexual minorities." Every issue 
includes pages of letters, book reviews, and an 
amazing number of alternative periodical re- 
views. This is one of the more open, and seem- 
ingly libertarian of the sex/porn/erotica peri- 
odicals I've seen. Many people will find this 
well worth checking out. One of the best as- 
pects of the magazine is that it's letters policy is 
unusually open, and its huge classified ad sec- 
tion includes people with a wide variety of in- 
terests from all over the world. This issue in- 
cludes Dorothy Feola's column on "Interesting 
Encounters with Sexy Ladies of Porn." Sample 
copies are now only $7 postpaid; subscriptions 
are now $25/year (4 issues). Age statement re- 
quired. 


EXTRA! 

Vol.10,#1/Jan.-Feb. thru #5/Sept.-Oct.’97 (POB 
911, Pearl River, NY 10965) is the 28-page 
bimonthly magazine of FAIR (Fairness & Accu- 
racy in Reporting), a national media watch 
group seeking "to correct bias and imbalance," 
published from a liberal perspective. The im- 
portant Jan.-Feb. issue includes Norman 
Solomon's devastating critique (“Snow Job") of 
the unprincipled mainstream press attacks on 
last year's San Jose Mercury News "Dark Alli- 
ance" series—on the CIA-backed Nicaraguan 
Contras' connections with cocaine trafficking in 
the U.S. The March-April issue focusses on 
ageism in the mass media. The May-June issue 
features extensive coverage by William Hoynes 
and Mark Miller of the commercial brainwash- 
ing forced on 8 million kids in schools in the 
United States by Channel One (owned by the 
giant K-III Communications). While the excel- 
lent July-Aug. issue includes a cover story on 
some aspects of the ubiquitous corporate/com- 
mercial slanting of TV news programs, along 
with Mike Males on the political/corporate- 
based media hysteria over the medical use of 
marijuana, and a pointed interview with Gary 
Webb, who wrote the “Dark Alliance" series 
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get excited about, if it wasn't well done. Derek 
Winkler's *7 Good Reasons to Get a Shot-Gun 
and Kill your Modem" (on the attempted com- 
mercialization of the internet) is one of the 
more worthwhile articles in this issue. Sample 
copies are $5; subscriptions are $12/3 issues. 


BUST 

#10/Winter-Spring '98 (POB 319 Ansonia Sta- 
tion, New York, NY 10023) is one of the all- 
time best girl-zines around, this time with a 
second "Sex" issue, running to 128 pages. If you 
can ignore the hokey opening photo-spread & 
interview with Cristina Martinez & Jon Spencer 
(don't ignore their music, though), the rest of 
the magazine is witty, hot and, for the most 
part, authentic. This issue features more revela- 
tions in “The Vibrator Chronicles” of Celina & 
Betty, some practical “Blow Job Tips for 
Straight Women from a Gay Man," a tantric 
call for “Power to the Pussy!" Miss Maddy's 
"Condom Catastrophes," and a whole gaggle of 
interviews with porn star/producer Candida 
Royale, with Helen Fisher on one version of 
the supposed anthropology of sex & love, with 
novelist Erica Jong (Fear of Flying, etc.), and 
with film director Lizzie Borden (Born in 
Flames, Working Girls, Love Crimes). No p.c. 
feminism or guilt-ridden self-denial rules here. 
These are real women with something more 
than the latest beauty tips to get off their 
chests. Bust is a must! Subscriptions are still a 
bargain at $14/year. 


COUNTER INFORMATION 

#49/Oct.-Dec.’97 (c/o Transmission Gallery, 28 
King St., Glasgow G1 502, Scotland) 4 pages of 
news briefs about working-class struggles 
throughout the world, including the long Liver- 
pool dockers fight (recently ended). Each issue 
includes contact list of groups throughout Brit- 
ain. Free, but donation appreciated. 


COUNTRY CONNECTIONS 
Vol.3,#6/Almost-Spring thru Vol.4,#2/Near- 
Summer 98 (14431 Ventura Blvd #407, 
Sherman Oaks, CA 91423) is now a competent- 
ly-produced, 12-page bimonthly tabloid aimed 
primarily at country-dwellers in California and 
elsewhere, with a continuing emphasis on ethi- 
cal liberalism, feel-good stories and lifestyle 
issues. The Near-Summer issue includes articles 
encouraging human organ donation and profil- 
ing a new Native American charity called Walk- 
ing Shield. Each issue also includes a hilarious 
ad subversion (“Selling” beef, Microsoft, etc.). 
Subscriptions are $22/year. 


DISCUSSION BULLETIN 

#86/Nov.-Dec.’97 thru #90/July-Aug.’98 (POB 
1564, Grand Rapids, MI. 49501) is a 32-page 
assortment of letters and reprinted articles pri- 
marilv from the anti-market, non-statist radical 
milieu. Each issue usually includes several ongo- 
ing (and occasionally interesting) debates over 
the meanings of communism and Marxism. The 
Nov.-Dec. issue includes more ign from 
other publications than usual, like "Ihe Mean- 
ing of the United Parcel Strike" reprinted from 
Internationalism, along with a long letter from 
Pat Murtaugh on leftism. The Jan.-Feb. issue 
includes the draft of a “Fight to Win” union 
strategy (which includes "exposing the role of 
the AFL-CIO) by Dave Stratman, and John 
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Because there is such a huge volume of alter- 
native material being published, in any single issue 
we are only able to review a hundred or so of the 
periodicals we receive. Zines and magazines go in 
and out of publication daily, so don't be surprised 
if a few of those listed here have already folded. 
You re almost always better off sending cash or 
stamps (or IRCs—international Postal Reply Cou- 
pons) for smaller zines, unless the review specifies 
otherwise. If you want to be sure whether a zine 
or magazine is still available, send a SASE with a 
request for current information first. 

APR will send a free exchange copy to every 
publication reviewed in these pages (as long as it 
is at least 16 pages in length in standard 8Vx11 
size or 32 pages in smaller format). Please be 
aware that we receive hundreds of periodicals, 
more than we could ever review, and are con- 
stantly backlogged. Also keep in mind that the 
APR issue we send for exchanges will be the one a 
publication is reviewed in (when it is reviewed), so 
please be patient. APR does not exchange with 
non-English language publications. All reviews in 
this issue are by Jason McQuinn. 


ANY TIME NOW 

The Anarchist-Decentralist Newsletter 

Vol.3, 1/Summer & #2/Autumn '97 (Affinity 
Place, Argenta, B.C. VOG 1130, Canada) is a 12- 
page discussion zine focussing on libertarian 
and socialist themes. The Summer issue in- 
cludes a piece titled "What is Anarchism?" 
apparently sparked by a statement from Noam 
Chomsky appearing in the March 1996 issue of 
The Progressive ("Right now I'd like to strength- 
en the federal government.") Subscriptions are 
$1/issue. 


THE BODY POLITIC 

Vol.7,#2/Feb. thru #9/Sept.’97 (POB 2363, 
Binghamton, NY. 13902) is an informative 36- 
page “Monthly pro-choice news report,” includ- 
ing a “Legislative Watch” in each issue. The 
September issue covers Operation Rescue’s 
attempted clinic blockades in Cincinnati and 
Dayton, Ohio, and the arson of an Alabama 
clinic in July. Single copies are now $4 postpaid; 
subscriptions are $22/year. 


BROKEN PENCIL 

The Guide to Alternative Culture in Canada 
#5/Summer '97 (POB 203, Station P, Toronto, 
Ontario, MSS 287, Canada; email: halpen@ 
interlog.com) is now an 80-page, semi-annual 
review magazine, basically aiming to do purely 
for Canadians what Factsheet Five & Alternative 
Press Review have attempted to do for pretty 
much the entirety of the English-speaking 
world. And given its more modest aims, it does 
better at actually approximating its goal. This is 
“The Malaise Issue," which might be hard to 
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on the underrated career of director Lizzie 
Borden (Born in Flames, Working Girls, Love 
Crimes, all three worth seeing), and Kennette 
Crockett's take on the current monetary hurdles 
confronting lesbian filmmakers titled *Money 
Shots." Single copies are $4.95; subscriptions 
are now $29.95/year. 


GNOSIS 

#45/Fall '97 (POB 14217, San Francisco, CA. 
94114) is a well-crafted 88-page quarterly jour- 
nal of “the Western Inner Traditions.” The 
Summer issue focusses on the unusual subject 
of “Esoteric Christianity,” certainly more inter- 
esting (though not necessarily any more true) 
than the exoteric versions promoted by the 
mainstream cults, the religious right, or 
televangelist sheep-shearing nutcases like Pat 
Robertson or Jerry Falwell. This issue includes 
one interpretation of esoteric Christian 
practices in “Encounter with the Uncreated” by 
Theodore Nottingham, along with articles on 
particular historical figures with an esoteric 
bent—Origen & Jacob Boehme, and examina- 
tions of Celtic Christianity and “The Secret 
Church of John.” This is always one of the 
more enjoyable reads of this genre of maga- 
zines. Subscriptions are still $20/year; but sam- 
ples are now $9 postpaid. 


GREEN ANARCHIST 

#49-50/Autumn 97 thru #52/Summer 98 

(BCM 1715, London WCIN 3XX, England) is 

an always interesting, 20 to 32-page eco-anar- 

chist tabloid aiming “For the destruction of 

Civilization.” Contents of the Autumn issue 

include “Smash Vivisection!,” “Scenes from the 

Show Trial” (on the prosecution of GA editors 

last year for publishing direct action news), 

“Earth First!—A Movement Under Threat,” 

“Earth First! and Ecofascism," and Richard 

Heinberg's “Was Civilization a Mistake?” The 

Summer issue is especially interesting with “A 

Defense of Anarcho-Primitivism," a reprinting | 
of Murray Bookchin's view on *The Outlook of 

Organic Society," and an announcement of | 
“The Death of Workerism" in the U.K., along 

with several reprints of short essays by John 
Zerzan. Each issue also includes a "Diary of | 
Ecodefense," a “Diary of Animal Liberation,” 
and a “Diary of Community Resistance” (de- 
spite the fact that GA editors were jailed for 
publishing precisely this type of information), as 
well as reviews, commentary and much more. 
This zine is well worth the subscription price of 
£5/5 issues. 


HERE AND NOW 

#18/undated (POB 109 Leeds, West Yorkshire 
LSS 3AA, England; or, c/o Transmission Gal- 
lery, 28 King Street, Glasgow G1 SQP, Scot- 
land) is a beautifully produced 48-page maga- 
zine which consistently features some of the 
best analysis and commentary coming out of the | 
British Isles. This issue includes Peter Porcu- 

pine on “Watching Birds" (critical of the evolu- 
tionary psychology fad which ineptly seeks to 
explain all animal and human behavior in terms 
of evolutionary adaptation), Douglas Campbell's 
witty parable explaining the growth & future of | 
the internet (titled "Something Nasty in the | 
Basement"), Frank Dexter & John Barrett once 
again ably taking on the modern therapeutic 
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Blissett & Stewart Home) and the anarcho- 
primitivist activists grouped around the journal 
Green Anarchist (who seem to be more the 
victims of dishonest Neoist smears than any- 
thing else), before he attempts to clarify his 
own primitivist views by distancing himself from 
the writings of John Moore and then defending 
ecomysticism from charges that it has been 
closely related to historical fascist movements. 
The Summer 98 issue includes Peter Werbe on 
“Will Success Spoil Chumbawamba,” Allan 
Antliff's “Anarchy, Neo-Impressionism, & Uto- 
pia," and John Clark's *The Tao of Anarchy." 
Recommended. Single copies are $2; subscrip- 
tions are $8/4 issues. 


FREEDOM 

Anarchist Fortnightly 

Vo0l.58,216/Aug.16,'97 thru Vol.59,#4/Feb.21, 
'98 (84b Whitechapel High Street, London E1 
7QX, England) is a long-running 8-page tabloid 
of anarchist news and comment, primarily fo- 
cussing on all things British, but also taking on 
international social struggles as well. Vol.58, 
issue #16 includes anti-workfare pieces, and a 
long review of Brian Bamford’s The Tradition of 
Workers’ Control: Selected Writings by Geoffrey 
Ostergaard. Vol.58, issue #23 is better than 
average, including Colin Ward’s reminiscence 
on Isaiah Berlin, a review of African Anarchism, 
Milan Rai (author of Chomsky’s Politics) on 
Nepalese caste elitism, and Hartmut Heller’s 
interesting account of “How a Hunter-Gatherer 
from the Hadzabe Peoples Met Contempt and 
Prejudice in Europe.” The most recent issue 
features a write-up of “Chumbawamba’s Tri- 
umph” (about the successful ice-bucket dunking 
Chumbawamba members gave deputy prime 
minister John Prescott), along with an appeal to 
“Lift economic sanctions; Don't bomb Iraq." 
Subscriptions are £18.00/year (24 issues). 


FREEDOM WRITER 

Vol.14,#3/May-June 97 (POB 589, Great 
Barrington, MA 01230) is a 20-page newsletter 
dedicated to exposing the activities of the reli- 
gious right. This issue covers Ralph Reed's 
resignation from the right-wing Christian Coali- 
tion, and includes A.H. Barbee's exposé of pa- 
ra-church fundraising techniques in "Making 
Money the Telefunding Way." Subscriptions are 
$25/year (included with membership in the In- 
stitute for First Amendment Studies). 


GIRLFRIENDS 

Vol.4,#2/July-Aug.’97 thru Vol.5,#6/June '98 
(3415 Cesar Chavez St., Suite 101, San Francis- 
co, CA 94110) is a very slick & colorful, but 
advertising-laden, *Magazine of Lesbian Enjoy- 
ment" brought out by former On Our Backs 
staffers (who have recently taken over publish- 
ing On Our Backs once again as well). Most 
notably, this 48-page, now-monthly magazine 
features an outspoken advice column by Pat 
Califia (author of the important new book Pub- 
lic Sex) and some unabashedly sexual photog- 
raphy throughout—although the once tradition- 
al centerfolds are now included only in sub- 
scription copies. The July-August issue includes 
an appreciation of the Kansas City lesbian 
scene (rated 2nd in the 1995 Girlfriends Top 20 
cities). While the January issue includes lots of 
lesbian cinema coverage, including an update 
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(on the CIA-Contra-cocaine connection) which 
originally appeared in the San Jose Mercury 
News last year. And the Sept.-Oct. issue focus- 
ses on the consistently biased mainstream media 
coverage of the effects of NAFTA and the re- 
cent elections in France & Britain. Always rec- 
ommended. Subscriptions are now $19/year (in- 
cluding the bimonthly newsletter, EXTRA! Up- 
date). 


EYE MAGAZINE 

The News/Culture Submersion 

#14 & #15/undated (EYE, 301 S. Elm St., 
Suite 405, Greensboro, NC 27401-2636) is an 
interesting, sometimes provocative, now 60-page 
glossy “independent, underground" magazine, 
with a much improved appearance. A lot of 
zines could stand to learn something from Eye's 
new format, typefaces and graphic design, in 
which enough rules are violated with creativity 
to delight the eye, while the text remains king 
and readability is never sacrificed. These issues 
feature lightweight, entertaining articles, with 
pieces on “Phone Pranks,” “Southern White 
Murder Movies,” and “Illegal Poaching in Thai- 
land” in issue #14. But what makes this particu- 
lar issue worthwhile is Associate Editor Sam 
Gaines’ meaty, must-read exposé titled “Is the 
FDA Subverting your Freedom?” While, of 
course, the zine in-crowd will be grabbing this 
issue for the interview with Debbie Goad, ex- 
wife of Jim Goad, on the miserable end of their 
zine Answer Me! While issue #15 features Ter- 
ry Gilmer’s portrait of Brazilian media star 
“Xuxa: the biggest star you’ve never heard of,” 
and an excellent popular history of the Masonic 
lodges and the myths of Freemasonry by Peter 
Babb (although his contention that American 
Masonic lodges are growing in membership 
seems highly questionable as their older mem- 
bers continue to die out, while younger people 
tend to find Masonic ceremonies hokey at the 
least). Send $3.95 for a sample issue; subscrip- 
tions are a steal at $14/6 issues. 


FIFTH ESTATE 

#349/Summer, #350/Fall 97 & #351/Summer 
'98 (4632 Second Ave., Detroit, MI 48201) is a 
32 to 36-page anti-civilization, anarcho-primi- 
tivist tabloid, consistently publishing some of 
the more intelligent writing in the radical mi- 
lieu. The Summer 97 issue covers the recent 
death of California Earth First! organizer (& 
FBI/bombing victim) Judi Bari, the replacement 
of state capitalism with the corporate variety in 
Russia, and some more (well-deserved) Murray 
Bookchin bashing. The fall issue includes 
Mitchel Cohen’s theories on the causes of Gulf 
War Syndrome (radiation exposure and 
inoculation of troops with experimental drugs), 
David Watson’s “Notes on the New Nomadism” 
(covering the contributions of pioneer ideology 
and the cowboy mystique to the destruction of 
the continent and the fragmentation of modern 
life), a couple “Conversations with Allen 
Ginsberg” (two FE interviews from 1969 & 
1991), Allan Antliff on anarchism & art (in the 
work of Courbet, Zola & Proudhon), and an- 
other, longer piece by David Watson titled 
“Swamp Fever, Primitivism & the ‘Ideological 
Vortex.“ In this latter piece Watson gives a 
decent overview of the recent ugly dispute be- 
tween English Neoists (most notably Luther 
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personal ads and news briefs. Subscriptions are 
$24/year. 


MALEFACT 

#5/undated (POB 464, Alexandria, VA 22313- 
0464) is a thoroughly revolting 68-page zine full 
of malevolent art and comics, all about as non- 
P.C. as it can get. Depictions include bondage, 
torture, mutilation, sexual abuse, fantastic crea- 
tures, etc. If you've got a fascination for Satan- 
ism and death, this is your zine. If you don't, 
you may not see any point to it. Copies are $5 
with an age statement required. 


THE MATCH! 

#92/Winter '97-98 (POB 3012, Tucson, AZ 
85702) is an irregularly-published 104-page 
anarchist journal, lovingly self-printed by the 
always cantankerous editor/publisher Fred 
Woodworth. The articles in this issue continue 
to focus on the rampant abuses heaped upon 
innocent people by authoritarian institutions, 
especially by cops, courts and prisons. But this 
issue also includes excerpts from the late Chris- 
tian anarchist Ammon Hennacy's The Book of 
Ammon, along with Woodworth's assessment of 
his life and memoir. Also included are lots of 
reviews and a long letters column, along with 
increasingly paranoid responses from 
editor/publisher Woodworth. Subscriptions are 
well worth the $10/4 issues (cash only) if the © 
grouchy tone of this zine doesn't put you off. 


MSRRT NEWSLETTER 
Vol.10,#4/July-Aug.’97 (Chris Dodge/Jan 
DeSirey, 4645 Columbus Ave. S., Mpls, MN. 
55407) is a bimonthly 12-page “socially-respon- 
sible” librarians’ newsletter. Each issue includes 
library news, alternative periodical reviews and 
a few capsule small press book reviews. Sub- 
scriptions are now $15/year. 


MOONBEAMS 

#5/Summer '98 (POB 6921, Columbia, MO 
65205-6921; email: moonbeams@computerland. 
net/website: www.computerland.net/ moon- 
beams) is a new 32-page, quarterly pagan zine 
looking for “a better understanding of the mys- 
tical spirituality encompassing Earth-centered 
religions." Nice photography by Mikell Zhan 
(former photographer for APR) graces every 
issue. While the Summer issue includes articles 
and interviews on magick, Beltaine, pagan festi- 
vals, and even a fiction serial titled "The Ad- 
ventures of Nick Lodestone." Sample copies are 
now $5; subscriptions are $18/year. 


MOTHER JONES 

The Investigative Magazine 

Vol.23,#4/Aug.’98 (POB 469024, Escondido, 
CA 92046-9838) is a slick, professionally-pro- 
duced, 80-page bimonthly magazine featuring 
left-liberal news and commentary, with an em- 
phasis on investigative journalism that's hard to 
find anywhere else. The August issue features 
an interesting look at one mother's attempt to 
deal with the lingering effects of past beatings 
at the hands of her husband in "Violence Les- 
sons" by Donna Ferrato. It also includes a sur- 
prisingly sympathetic picture of religious right 
organizer Gary Bauer's flirtations with liberal 
progressives on some foreign policy and eco- 
nomic issues, a portrait of the new wave of 
*postmodern" fundamentalist, no-frills Baptist 
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case for its religious faith in “free market” eco- 
nomics and “private property.” The September 
issue includes defenses of the tobacco and gam- 
bling industries, along with a fairly funny review 
of “The Pest of the Alternative Press,” the Utne 
Reader. The November issue includes an ac- 
count of Federal Reserve bank dictator Alan 
Greenspan’s intimate relationship with the bi- 
zarre Ayn Rand cult. The May 98 issue fea- 
tures Thomas Szasz on “Freedom and Mad- 
ness,” an excellent excerpt from his new book 
Psychiatric Slavery. Subscriptions are $19.50/year 
(6 issues). 


LOVE & RAGE 

Vol.8,#5/Nov.-Dec.’97 (POB 853, Peter 
Stuyvesant Station, New York, NY 10009) is the 
16-page left anarchist newspaper of the Love 
and Rage Revolutionary Anarchist Federation 
which includes members throughout North 
America and publishes a Spanish-language ver- 
sion from Mexico City. This issue features 
“Shutting Down Big Brown: The Anarchist 
Take on the UPS Strike,” a “Public Cervix An- 
nouncement: Learn Self-Help Menstrual Ex- 
traction,” news (from Italy, Kenya, Iran & Mex- 
ico), a review of Sam Mbah & LE. Igariwey’s 
new book African Anarchism by Bill Meyers, 
and much more. Subscriptions are $9/6 issues. 


LOVING MORE 

#11/Fall 97 (POB 4358, Boulder, CO 80306) is 
a comfortably readable, quarterly 40-page 
polyfidelity magazine for all those unhappy with 
the limitations of monogamy, whether it be 
lifetime or serial! This issue features a number 
of pieces on aspects of bisexuality, including 
pieces by bi-activist Lorraine Hutchins & Nancy 
Casey on “Bisexuality: Myth Understanding,” 
along with the somewhat interesting results of a 
polyfidelity survey summarized by editor Brett 
Hill. Also included in each issue are reviews, 


state economy (from the “inner child” move- 
ment & “multiple personality disorder” to “re- 
covered memory syndrome” & their common 
implication in the suppression of any human 
freedom & community which yet remains out- 
side the realm of professional management), as 
well as John Barrett again on the hospice move- 
ment in an essay titled “Lost Rites.” There are 
also a number of wickedly funny détourned 
posters from the “Zero Tolerance” campaign in 
Leeds against the bogeyman of “male violence.” 
Especially considering the high quality of Dex- 
ter & Barrett’s essay, this may well be the best 
issue yet. With its emphasis on the critique of 
managerialism, professionalism and bureaucratic 
ideologies, this journal remains a refreshing 
change from the usual rehashes of leftism and 
moralism endemic in most “radical” periodicals. 
All in all a delightful read. I can’t recommend 
this too highly. The cover price is now £2 (add 
another £1 or 2 for postage); subscriptions are 
now £8.50/3 issues by surface mail (£10 by air- 
mail). 


IN THESE TIMES 

Vol.21,#20-22 [triple-issue?]/Oct.5,97 thru 
Vol.22,#16/July 12,98 (Institute for Public Af- 
fairs, 2040 N. Milwaukee Ave., Chicago, IL 
60647) is a professionally-produced, 32 to 40- 
page fortnightly "alternative newsmagazine" 
providing an ongoing left-liberal perspective on 
major national and international news stories in 
a uniquely timely manner—impossible for peri- 
odicals appearing less frequently. The October 
5th issue includes features on NYC police rac- 
ism (by Salim Muwakkil), the latest maneuver- 
ings of the Spanish sell-out left (with unsur- 
prisingly sympathetic coverage by Joel Bleifuss), 
and the precarious plight of college students on 
welfare (by Felicia Kornbluh). The March 8th 
issue features a "Starr Wars" cover touting two 
views on Kenneth Starr's inquisition against the 
Clinton heresies. And the July 12th issue fea- 
tures Gary Webb telling his side of the story in 
writing the “Dark Alliance" exposé of the CIA 
connections with crack sales in Los Angeles. 
Subscriptions are $34.95/year (26 issues), or 
$18.95/6 months. 


LIBERTARIAN LABOR REVIEW 

#22/Winter '97-98 (POB 2824, Champaign, IL 
61825) is a 48-page magazine of “Anarcho- 
syndicalist Ideas and Discussion." The Winter 
issue includes international news, an account of 
the proceeding of the first International 
Encuentro called by the Zapatistas (EZLN) in 
Chiapas in 1996, and Harald Beyer-Arnesen's 
analysis of the current situation of “Anarcho- 
Syndicalism: A Historical Closed Door...or 
Not?” Of special interest is Mike Hargis’ 
*Notes on Anarchism in America, Part 2," in 
which he describes the most prominent of all 
the failed attempts since the '60s to impose a 
national or continental organizational face on 
the North American anarchist milieu. This is a 
magazine for those who believe there is still 
some life in the ideal of anarchist unions. Sub- 
scriptions are still $12/4 issues (2 years). 


LIBERTY 

Vol.11,#1/Sept. thru #5/May '98 (POB 1167, 
Port Townsend, WA. 98368) is a meaty 72-page 
bimonthly “libertarian” magazine which at- 
tempts to make something of an intellectual 
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SECULAR HUMANIST BULLETIN 
Vol.13,#3/Fall 97 (Box 664, Buffalo, NY 
14226-0664) is the 16-page newsletter of the 
Council for Secular Humanism (formerly 
CODESH, the Council for Democratic and 
Secular Humanism), with the expected critical 
coverage of religious issues and promotion of 
secular & humanist values. The Fall issue in- 
cludes coverage of “The Army of God” (which 
claims to have bombed an Atlanta abortion 
clinic and a gay nightclub this year) and secular 
humanist student activists. Subscriptions are in- 
cluded with membership in CSH for $18/year. 


SKEPTICAL INQUIRER 
Vol.20,#6/Nov.-Dec.’96 thru Vol.22,#2/Mar.- 
April '98(Box 703, Buffalo, NY 14226-0703) is 
the always readable and often interesting 64- 
page bimonthly "Journal of the Committee for 
the Scientific Investigation of Claims of the 
Paranormal." Although its writers usually pro- 
mote a dogmatic scientism in their approaches, 
they nevertheless occasionally provide genuinely 
unbiased evidence to debunk many of the non- 
scientific targets that they investigate and ana- 
lyze. In the Nov.-Dec.'96 issue Joe Nickell takes 
on *Not-So-Spontaneous Human Combustion" 
and Leon Lederman promotes “A Strategy for 
Saving Science" that for the most part ignores 
the important question of why an institution 
which is so complicit in the development of 
technologies of surveillance, control, war and 
mass human degradation (and whose legacy is 
very mixed at best) is so worth "saving" (al- 
though he does at least mention its responsibili- 
ty for ecological destruction). The March-April 
'98 issue revisits the unlikely phenomenon of 
spontaneous human combustion (featuring 
some gruesome forensic photos), and includes 
an interview with Martin Gardner. Despite its 
overt biases, this journal often includes worth- 
while & critical information for our overly gull- 
ible society. Subscriptions are $25/year. 


SMALL PRESS REVIEW 

#293-4 (double issue)/June-July '97 (POB 100, 
Paradise, CA. 95967) is a competently-done, 32- 
page review of small press poetry and fiction, 
now including the once separate publication 
Small Magazine Review as well. Each issue in- 
cludes many small press book and small maga- 
zine reviews, as well as editorials and commen- 
tary with a consistent emphasis on the literary 
side of alternative publishing. Subscriptions are 
$25/year (12 issues). 


THE STATE ADVERSARY | 
#29/Winter '97 (POB 9263, Te Aro, Welling- 
ton, New Zealand) is a very readable 20-page 
quarterly of news and comment. This issue 
includes a survey of contemporary "Anarchism 
in Japan” by Matthew Turner, Toby Boraman's 
ideas on “Constructive Anarchism,” and Sam 
Buchanan on *Why Capitalism Loves the 
State." Subscriptions are $10/year. 


SYNTHESIS/REGENERATION 

#11/Fall '97 (WD Press, POB 24115, St. Louis, 
MO. 63130) is the 48-page "theoretical discus- 
sion bulletin of the Greens/Green Party USA." 
This issue focusses on the dirty, boring details 
of intraparty power struggles and re-structuring, 
along with reports on the continuing electoral 
successes—but concomitant political debase- 


include gun control, fox hunting, a review of 
Jeremy Seabrook's Travels in the Skin Trade, 
along with articles titled “How I Ended Up on 
the Streets," and *For the Sake of the Chil- 
dren." Send about $2 or 3 for a sample copy; 
subscriptions are £10/year. 


POOL DUST 

#27/undated (POB 419, Tempe, AZ 85280- 
0419) is a quarterly, unpaginated mewsprint 
zine for skateboarders. Tons of photos of what 
appear to be humans in highly unnatural aerial 
positions alongside, on top of, or just hanging 
on to their skateboards, along accounts of skate 
trips and multiple ads for skate shops & punk 
rock. Send $2 for a sample. 


PROFANE EXISTENCE 

#34/undated (POB 8722, Minneapolis, MN 
55408) is a tightly produced, 40-page anarcho- 
punk zine. Coverage this time includes squats in 
Milan, anti-fascist demos, “Pro-Choice and 
Proud of It” by Minneapolis ARA, police bru- 
tality, a center-spread on the Swedish anarcho- 
syndicalist union SAC, plus plenty of band re- 
views & zine reviews. Sample copies are $2; 
subscriptions are $12 (six issues). 


PUCK 

#1 “New Series”/undated (Permeable Press, 47 
Noe St., Studio 4, San Francisco, CA 94114- 
1017) is a newly reinvented, 40-page version of 
the old magazine by the same name. The full- 
color covers are gone along with the emphasis 
on graphic art, but the zine remains committed 
to the publication & promotion of contempo- 
rary “fantastic” or “convulsive” literature. This 
issue includes Elaine LaMattina’s prediction of 
doom for independent presses under the title of 
“Literature: Culture’s Most Valuable Re- 
source,” Julian Solomon’s story “Ursa Major,” 
and Paul Riddell’s “So Ya Wanna Be A Writer, 
Ya Poor Bastard?” along with book reviews and 
the Permeable Press catalog of books & zines. 
This is one attractive and entertaining magazine 
that’s always been well worth checking out. Sub- 
scriptions are now $20/year (4 issues + a copy 
of ShockWaves). 


RECLAIMING QUARTERLY 

#69/Winter 97-98 (POB 14404, San Francisco, 
CA. 94114; email: newsletter@reclaiming.org; 
website: www.reclaiming.org/cauldron/) has now 
grown to a 48-page pagan magazine, still “work- 
ing to unify spirit and politics.” This issue in- 
cludes the same old content, just a lot more of 
it, including Damala Scales’ account of planting 
“A Sacred Grove” in an Australian public park, 
Grove’s tale of commodity enchantment by a 
Pontiac Grand Am, and some news covering the 
fight to save the Headwaters Forest in Califor- 
nia from logging, plus a lot of other short 
stories, features, etc. Unfortunately, subscrip- 
tions have also grown to $20-$50/year. 


RED & BLACK 

#27/Autumn '97 (POB 12, Quaama, N.S.W., 
2550, Australia) is a long-running, 44-page anar- 
chist journal. Articles this issue include a review 
of Ken Loach's important film Land and Free- 
dom, Greg, Mallory on the history of the IWW 
in Australia, and Rene Berthier on the Stalinist 
*May 1937 Counter Revolution" in Spain. Sub- 
scriptions are $6/year. 


churches popping up around college campuses 
(in a “hip” attempt to lure young converts who 
have rejected more traditional Christian for- 
mats), and a relatively uncritical look at the 
unfulfilled promise of “supertrains” in North 
America. Subscriptions are still just $18/year. 


MUSELETTER 

#68/Aug.’97 (Richard Heinberg, 1433 Olivet 
Rd., Santa Rosa, CA. 95401) is a very readable 
4-page monthly comment zine “of cultural re- 
newal.” Each issue usually includes one essay or 
review. The August issue is largely a discussion 
of William Greider’s latest book, One World, 
Ready or Not: The Manic Logic of Global Capi- 
talism. Subscriptions are $15/year. 


NAMBLA BULLETIN 

Vol.18,#3/Dec.’97 (POB 174, Midtown Sta., 
New York, NY. 10018) is the 28-page newslet- 
ter of the North American Man/Boy Love Asso- 
ciation, founded “to organize support for boys 
and men who have or desire consensual sexual 
and emotional relationships.” Each issue in- 
cludes relevant news reports, letters and fiction. 
Subscriptions are $40/year for nonmembers. 


NOT BORED! 

#28/Dec.’97 (POB 1115, New York, NY 10009; 
e-mail: rose@thorn.net) is an always interesting, 
70-page situationist zine, featuring “Decrees 
issued by the New York Psychogeographical 
Association,” editor Bill Brown’s criticisms of 
Len Bracken’s new Guy Debord biography, “On 
the Manifesto of the English Situationists,” and 
translations of a number of short situationist 
texts, along with Pierre Guillaume’s on 
“Debord.” No price; send a trade or contribu- 
tion. 


OCULUS MAGAZINE 

Vol.6,#4/Aug.-Sept."97 (POB 148, Hoboken, NJ 
07030) is a no-nonsense 32-page bimonthly 
focusing primarily on the alternative/under- 
ground music scene. There are loads of reviews, 
interviews and more reviews. This issue covers 
Future Bible Heroes, Scanner, scratch DJ 
Christian Marclay, and Tristan Psionic. One of 
the better music zines out there. Subscriptions 
are still $5 for six issues. 


.ON THE ISSUES 
Vol.6,#4/Fall '97 (POB 3000, Denville, NJ 
07834-9838) is a slick 64-page liberal-feminist 
magazine subtitled “The Progressive Woman's 
Quarterly.” The Fall issue includes an account 
of the process which led to an historic number 
of women being elected to Britain’s Parliament 
(which is now led by the most opportunistic & 
pro-capitalist Labour Party ever) by Kelly 
Candaele, and Jan Goodwin’s “Rwanda: Justice 
Denied” (on the lack of prosecutions for mass 
rape in the Rwandan genocide trials). Subscrip- 
tions are $14.95/year. 


PASSION BRIGADE NEWSLETTER 
Embracing the lesbian and gay 

freedom movement 

#13 (LGFM, BM Box 207 London WCIN 3XX 
England) is a 28pp. zine aiming to bring anar- 
chic sexual liberation to “lesbians, gays and 
bisexuals, and to make sexuality and the over- 
throw of patriarchy major campaigning issues 
for all anarchists.” Topics covered in this issue 
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tabloid covering debates and actions of interest 
to the anti-statist, anticapitalist (anarchist/ultra- 
left) workers' resistance in a very readable for- 
mat. This issue includes several reports on the 
Liverpool dock-workers' strike, an assessment 
of "After the 1995 Strikes: The Current Situa- 
tion in France," accounts of recent class strug- 
gle in Canada, and a debate with Kamunist 
Kranti (India) “On Organization" (in which KK 
comes off looking more human). In general, 
these pieces are of much more interest than 
reading about the standard old & new leftist 
illusions concerning electorialism, social democ- 
racy, trade unions, nationalization, etc. still 
being produced by the remaining publications 
of the political left. Send $7 or £7 for a 4-issue 
subscription. 


COUNTER CULTURE 

#6/undated (POB 1243, London SW7 3PB, 
England; email: harrington@easynet.co.uk) is a 
10-page newsletter with a focus on cultural, life- 
style-type articles from advocates of "third way" 
right-wing politics. The resulting confusion 
includes elements of cultural liberalism in a 
distasteful mix with neo-fascism, racism, 
regionalism & nationalism. This issue includes 

" An idiot's Guide to the Internet," info on sce- 
nic sites in Britain, reviews, and an argument 
against censorship. Sample copies are $3. 


COUNTERPOISE 

For social responsibilities, liberty and dissent 
Vol.1,#1/Jan.’97 thru Vol.2,#1/Jan.’98 (1716 
Williston Rd., Gainesville, FL 32608-4049) is a 
very well-constructed quarterly review of alter- 
native media which is aimed primarily at librari- 
ans, but should be of great interest to any par- 
ticipant in alternative cultural and political 
scenes. Not only are the reviews generally read- 
able and concise, but each issue includes arti- 
cles on issues affecting libraries and alternative 
publishing, a listing of “Bibliographic Tools for 
the Alternative Press," and indexes of 
publishers, authors/titles, and subjects. The 
April issue features an excellent essay by Steven 
Harris on the prevalent, naive belief in the 
"Freedom of the Web," which fatefully confuses 
the supposedly "free" market with self-deter- 
mination and ignores the ever-growing corpo- 
rate domination of both internet content & 
access. The July issue (actually published much 
later in the year) includes Chris Atton on the 
despicable British “GAndALF” trial convictions 
of Green Anarchist editors for merely publishing 
information on direct actions by eco-radicals, 
animal liberation activists and others. And the 
October issue features a long, critical examina- 
tion of the disastrous attempt (now defeated) to 
“outsource” all library acquisitions in Hawaii 
(by contracting them out to the Baker & Taylor 
corporation), thus taking any control out of the 
hands of librarians & patrons. I am proud to 
say that I'm an associate editor to this excellent 
new journal, and encourage everyone to ask 
local libraries to subscribe. Sample copies are 
$9; subscriptions are $25/year (libraries 
$35/year, students & retirees $15/year). 


CRIM'NALS AMONG US! 

#3/Nov. & $25(?)/Dec.'97 (1008 10th St. #171, 
Sacto, CA 95814) is a readable little unpagin- 
ated humor zine (set in large type) for & about 


SPRING/SUMMER 1998 


with Darby Romeo as well. And then there's 
the usual array of zine, book and music reviews, 
but for once they're in type large enough to 
read! Send $4.50 for a copy. Or get a catalog of 
zines for 2 stamps or 2 IRCs. 


First Time 
Listings 


AMUSING YOURSELF TO DEATH 

A Monthly Guide to Surfing the Papernet 
#7/Sept.’97 (c/o Ruel Gaviola, POB 91934, 
Santa Barbara, CA 93190-1934; email: rgaviola 
@aol.com) is a fairly new 24-page zine-review 
zine, reviewing fewer zines, but using more 
words to do so, than APR. If you're looking for 
more zines, this is a good place to check. Sam- 
ple copies are $2 (cash or stamps only); sub- 
scriptions are $20/12 issues. 


ANARCHIST STUDIES 

Vol.S,#2/Oct.’97 (White Horse Press, 1 Strond, 
Isle of Harris, England) is a well-produced, 
academically-oriented (refereed) biannual jour- 
nal covering a wide range of historical, theoreti- 
cal and cultural anarchist themes. The October 
issue is notable for Andrew Koch's essay on 
“Max Stirner: The Last Hegelian or the First 
Poststructuralist?” and John Moore's critical 
review of Todd May's The Political Philosophy of 
Poststructuralist Anarchism. Subscriptions are 
$32/year (£16/year). 


BRAT 

Vol.2,#1/Fall '97 (POB 4964, Louisville, KY 
40204-0964; email: brat@verbivore.org; internet: 
www.verbivore.org/brat) is a feisty new 40-page 
"zine for youth culture and dissent" for Louis- 
ville and beyond. This issue includes coverage 
of a local gay civil rights struggle, a naive ac- 
count of the pseudo-revolutionary World Festi- 
val of Youth and Students in Cuba, a demand 
for female equality, a short testimonial titled 
"Depression isn't just a case of the blues" that 
reads like a drug company advertorial, a spread 
on Critical Mass bike rides, and a short critique 
of straightedge. This is a youth magazine which 
has made a start at being "progressive" or even 
radical, but still has a ways to go. Subscriptions 
are $7/4 issues. 


BULLETIN OF THE 

KATE SHARPLEY LIBRARY 

211/1997 (KSL, BM Hurricane, London WCIN 
3XX, England) is an 8-page newsletter “dedi- 
cated to countering the distortion and lies that 
pass for the history Anarchism" in order to 
*give the anarchist movement a true view of its 
origins." This issue provides information on a 
few unknown and little-known anarchists, in- 
cluding Jaime Balius (editor of the Friends of 
Durruti group's El Amigo del Pueblo in revolu- 
tionary Spain), Italian anarchist Luigi Fabbri 
and others. There is good, solid historical infor- 
mation in each issue which can't be found any- 
where else. Send a contribution for a sample 


copy. 
COLLECTIVE ACTION NOTES 
#13-14 [double issue]/1997 (POB 22962, Balti- 


more, MD 21203; email: cansv@igc.apc.org) is a 
sophisticated, often highly-interesting, 28-page 
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ment—of green groups worldwide. Peter Stau- 
denmaier provides details of the German 
Greens' increasing compromises and coalitions 
with moderate and far-right parties: “The func- 
tion of die Grünen today is to neutralize any 
remnants of potential resistance to the German 
economic and political elites’ plans, to bring 
‘progressive’ folks into the fold, to definitively 
marginalize any possible social alternatives. 
Anybody working for fundamental change has 
long since left the party behind: the Greens are 
no longer an ally, they are an opponent.” Also 
included is a critical section on biotechnology 
and the corporate genetic looting it makes pos- 
sible. Subscriptions are #12/year (4 issues). 


TEN PAGE NEWS 

Vol.3,#6/Mar.’97 (POB 9651, Columbus, OH 
43209) is a friendly little 12-page monthly zine 
with an eclectic, if slim, content that defies easy 
categorization. The March issue features a 
short, funny column titled “Punctuation by 
Vlorbik.” Send a contribution for a sample 


copy. 


THE THOUGHT 

Vol.15,#1/Sept-Oct.’97 thru Vol.16,#2/Mar.- 
April '98) is a 24-page zine from The Philoso- 
phers Guild, back after a long absence. Each 
issue usually features a contributor or two who 
take an idea and run with it, along with reviews, 
commentary, etc. The March-April issue in- 
cludes Marc Rex “In Defense of History,” Bob 
Black’s “Brownian Motion” (on Bill Brown’s 
review of Len Bracken’s recent Guy Debord 
biography), and Jim Stumm on “Individualist 
Ethics.” Sample copies are $2; subscriptions are 
now $11/6 issues. 


TURNING THE TIDE 

Journal of Anti-Racist Activism, Research 

and Education 

Vol.10,#3/Fall 97 (POB 1055, Culver City, CA 
90232-1055; email: part2001@rocketmail.com) is 
a 24-page leftist tabloid published by People 
Against Racist Terror. Issue #3 includes a 
quick analysis of “the major political perspec- 
tives evident in the anti-racist movement today” 
by Michael Novick, Heather Martin’s extremely 
naive and uncritical celebration of the 14th 
World Youth Festival in Cuba, and Lyn Gerry’s 
contribution to the growing criticisms of Pacifi- 
ca radio’s steep decline in "What's Happening 
with Pacifica? Program Changes at KPFK in 
Los Angeles.” This publication is generally a 
good source of information on racist organiza- 
tions and anti-racist resistance. Subscriptions 
are now $15/year (4 issues). 


YAK’UZ’A 

#9/undated (POB 26039, Wilmington, DE 
19899-6039; email: yakuza@voicenet.com) is a 
very nicely-produced, highly readable 84-page 
zine “inspired by punk rock and travel—since 
1992.” If it’s descriptions of punk-rock & 
zinester touring lifestyles that turn you on, this 
is definitely the place to read about them, in- 
cluding “Tour Diaries” of Bill Meyer’s travels 
with Alastair Galbraith & the Mountain Goats, 
Andy Duvall’s stint with Zen Guerrilla, and 
editor/publisher Dave McGurgan’s hitch with 
the Kill Zinesters Tour. For anyone who’s won- 
dered how L.A.’s Ben Is Dead came to be, or 
how it’s kept on going, there’s a nice interview 
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page, bimonthly investigative magazine in the 
tradition of I.F. Stone and George Seldes’ In 
Fact, edited by veteran journalist Robert Parry. 
(Parry is the author of Trick or Treason: The 
October Surprise Mystery, and was the first jour- 
nalist to expose Oliver North’s clandestine oper- 
ation to arm the contras.) Each issue features 
news you won’t find anywhere else. The second 
issue includes Parry’s detailed exposé of Rev. 
Sun Myung Moon’s influence-buying operation 
(reaching all the way to Reagan & Bush). The 
third issue covers “President Clinton’s failure to 
expose the dark secrets of the Cold War.” 
While the latest issue features more Rev. Moon 
coverage, Parry again on new Nixon tape reve- 
lations, Martin Lee on “Fascist Grey Wolves & 
the CIA,” and Peter Kornbluh’s review of 
Seymour Hersh’s new book Dark Camelot: Car- 
nal Knowledge & Covert Action. This magazine is 
required reading for anyone serious about in- 
vestigative journalism with bite. You won't find 
anything more convincing. Highly recommend- 
ed. Subscriptions are $25/year. 


INDEPENDENT THINKING REVIEW 

1701.2, 2/1997 (Resources for Independent 
Thinking, 484 Lake Park Ave, #24, Oakland, 
CA 94610-2730) is a well-written, very worth- 
while, 28-page newsletter which encourages 
freedom from dogma, superstition and credulity. 
This issue focusses on "Skepticism & the New 
Age," with a personal perspective by Dixon 
Wragg on "The New Age Gets Old," George 
Smith's “Note on the History and Meaning of 
Skepticism" (a subject people generally ought to 
know more about), an amusing debate over the 
meaning and value of mysticism between dog- 
matic objectivist Jon Nelson & philosopher Paul 
Ricci, and Michael Ostrolenk's attempt to give 
a short overview of "Transpersonal Psychology," 
along with further resources for investigating 
New Ageism and skepticism. Subscriptions are 
$22/4 issues. 


LIP 

#7/Nov.-Dec.’97 (1400 W. Devon #243, Chica- 
go, IL 60660; email: lip@enteract.com; internet: 
www.netural.com/lip) is a surprisingly tight, 
impressive new 56-page zine of news, critique, 
humor and comment. This issue includes an 
account of massive Puerto Rican opposition to 
the proposed privatization of the island's tele- 
phone company, a collection of anti-work tips, 
Danny Postel's interview with Christopher 
Hitchens on the crimes of Mother Theresa, an 
exposé of the underhanded PR manipulations 
of Burson-Marsteller by Carmelo Ruiz, and 
Eric Smith on the right-wing answer to the 
politically correct, *Conservative Correctness." 
This is a new zine definitely worth checking out. 
Subscriptions are $18/year (6 issues). 


MINUS TIDES! 

Vol.9,#2/Winter '97-98 (POB 47, Denman Is- 
land, B.C., VOR 1T0, Canada) is a 32-page 
anarchist lit-zine, featuring fiction, poetry, opin- 
ion & graphic art. This issue features a center: 
spread titled “Puritans and Industrialists" on 
the latest hemp laws and marketing, and an 
anonymous bound-in pamphlet titled “First 
People's Spirituality and the Marketplace" (crit- 
ical of the merchandising of native spirituality). 
Send $3 for a sample copy. 
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phasis on anything related to Wilhelm Reich. 
With magazines of this genre it's given that 
there's usually going to be a hell of a lot of 
chaff to separate from a few kernels of wheat. 
However, this is definitely one of the better 
sources for this type of information. The Febru- 
ary '97 issue includes an interview with UFO 
researcher Jacques Vallee, an excellent piece by 
Ed Gehrman on *Mad Cows & Mad Scientists" 
(on the bizarre history of the human versions of 
Mad Cow Disease), Alan Cantwell's question- 
able allegations of "The Cancer Conspiracy" (to 
suppress microbial theories of cancer), and Len 
Bracken on *NASA, Nazis and JRK." The Feb- 
ruary '98 issue includes a long interview with 
Peter Robbins on the Brentwaters/Woodbridge 
UFO incident, an interview with Lloyd 
DeMause on his on his “psychohistory” fanta- 
sies, and Matthew Appleton (a former Summer- 
hill School houseparent) on "Childhood Free- 
dom as the Basis for a Healthy Society." Single 
copies are $6 (-- $2 p&h); subscriptions are 
$20/4 issues ($28 surface overseas). 


GEEKGIRL 

#8/undated (POB 759, Newtown, NSW 2042, 
Australia) is unfortunately the last issue of this 
great 40-page grrrlzine, which has now moved 
over completely to the worldwide web at: 
www.geekgirl.com.au. This eclectic, but grrrl & 
web-focussed zine, covers some interesting 
ground, from a hilarious re-re-translated Hun- 
garian interview with Madonna (“I am a woman 
and not a test-mouse!"), to an interview with 
HTML/Java “how-to” writer Laura Lemay, to a 
revealing look at “The Japanese and Sex” (cov- 
ering the recent rage of high-school prostitution 
along with Shinto fertility festivals and the phi- 
losophy of “yokubo shizenshugi” or “desire- 
naturalism”). While supplies last back issues of 
are still available at Aus$6 each and “The Seven 


Issue Itch” CD-ROM is available for Aus$37.50. 


THE HOLY BILE 

#8 & #9/undated (515-916 West Broadway, 
Vancouver, B.C., VSZ 1K7, Canada) is an ef- 
fective, humorous & healthy, (though often 
bilious, as advertised) dose of corrosive critique 
aimed at all the forces which keep people in 
ignorance, especially religion! Issue #8 includes 
an editorial titled “The Deficit Diatribe: Expos- 
ing the Hoax,” a great comic titled “Selling 
Yourself,” Monserat Ravachol’s amusing “The 
Cosmic Countdown Has Begun: UFO Cults and 
the End of the World,” Mickey Z’s take on a 
New York Times’ report of a typical Clinton 
speech, and comically astute commentaries in 
which “The Angry Little Man Translates the 
Bible” & “The Angry Little Man Reads be- 
tween the Lines,” along with an hilarious review 
by Eva Six of an old book titled The Sex Lives 
of Famous People. Issue #9 includes Dudley 
Manlove’s “Am I a Fag?” Check this one out! 
Sample copies are a great deal at $2 postpaid. 
And there’s also a Best-of compilation of selec- 
tions from issues #1 thru #7 available for $2. 


I.F. MAGAZINE 

Vol.1,#2/Sept.-Oct.’97 thru Vol.2,#1/Jan.- 
Feb.’98 (Media Consortium, Suite 102-231, 2200 
Wilson Blvd., Arlington, VA 22201; 1-800-738- 
1812; email: rparry@ix.netcom.com; website: 
www.delve.com/ consort) is a very hot new 36- 
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“Work Project” prisoners doing a stint of “pub- 
lic service” in lieu of jail time. However be 
warned that there’s not much content involved 


considering the steep price of $5 (cash only) per 


issue. 


CRIMSON LEER/THE BLACK CLOVE 
TRADESMAN 

*split issue #5/#3/undated (Anna Wilson, 8772 
Route 80, Fabius, NY 13063-9769; or BCA, 
POB 70, Syracuse, NY 13210) is a combined 
issue of two small, eclectic poetry, art & fiction 
zines, including an essay by Frank Moore on 
guilt and regret titled “Interpenetration.” Send 
$2 or a trade for a copy. 


DOLLARS & SENSE 

#217/May-June & #218/July-Aug.’98 (One 
Summer St, Somerville, MA 02143; website: 
www.igc.apc.org/dollars; email: dollars@ 
igc.apc.org) is a professionally-produced, long- 
running, 44-page bimonthly magazine covering 
^What's Left in Economics." The May-June 
issue features a fairly weak defense of govern- 
ment anti-trust actions by the otherwise excel- 
lent writer Edward Herrmann, along with pieces 
by Daniel Burton-Rose on prison labor and 
Abby Scher on home health-care co-operatives. 
While the July-August issue features another 
weakly-argued piece, this time by Jonathan 
Rowe titled “Bad Company: How to Civilize the 
Corporation" (he never explains why they 
shouldn't just be abolished), along with articles 
by Jason Mark and Marc Breslow on the future 
of the auto & oil industries, and Laura 
Orlando's condemnation of corporate agribusi- 
ness. As one of the few periodicals consistently 
and critically focussing on economics, this mag- 
azine can be an important resource. Sample 
copies are $4.50 postpaid; subscriptions are 
$22.95/6 issues. 


EDITOR & WRITER 

#3/June 97 (526 Boston Post Rd., Wayland, 
MA 01778) is a very neat & trim new 64-page 
bimonthly *Journal for Professional Feature 
Editors & Writers.” It's not an alternative pub- 
lication by any means, but is included here be- 
cause it may well be of interest to some of you 
professional editor/writer wannabes for whom 
the zine world is more of a launching pad than 
a passion. Each issue includes a number of 
editor/publication profiles, along with a few 
features, followed by editing and writing tips. 
Advertising is minimal. This issue profiles edi- 
tors for TV Guide, Success, the United Airlines 
"inflight mag" Hemispheres, ezines Slate & Suck, 
the industry tabloid Hollywood Reporter, and 
even the daily newspaper St. Petersbug Times. 
But it's not cheap at $39/year for a charter sub- 
scription. The cover price is $6.95 and back 
issues are $10. 


FLATLAND 

A Review of the Repressed and Secret Evidence 
7*14/Feb.'97 & #15/Feb.’98 (POB 2420, Fort 
Bragg, CA 95437; email: flatland@mcn.org; 
internet: www. flatlandbooks.com) is an often 
interesting 60-page, biannual compilation of 
essays, interviews and excerpts from the same 
types of material available through Flatland 
Books’ mailorder service: “suppressed science, 
propaganda, mind control, conspiracy, UFOs, 
and raw historical documents,” with a big em- 
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ideological roots and functioning of 
sociobiology, however imperfectly. He re- 
serves his principle censure for the “ugly, 
ignorant, misguided, and obviously counter- 
productive” criticisms leveled at E.O. 
Wilson’s Sociobiology by the Boston-based 
Sociobiology Study Group of Science for 
the People, including especially Wilson’s 
Harvard colleagues R.C. Lewontin, Richard 
Levins and Stephen J. Gould. Despite the 
fact that even from his own narrowly critical 
perspective Kaye demolishes 
much of sociobiology’s claim to 
any genuinely scientific credibil- 
ity, Kaye inexplicably goes on to 
hail Wilson’s sociobiology as an 
“enormously valuable scientific 
achievement” (P.135). | 

Kaye argues that Wilson's 
reductionist "synthesis" is suc- 
cessful precisely because of its 
unself-conscious use of religious 
themes and values in its con- 
struction. He argues accurately 
that purely scientific knowledge 
would be impossible without the 
use of such extrascientific 
themes and values throughout 
history. What Kaye fails to 
understand, however, is that the relative 
truth of this observation in no way excuses 
the construction or acceptance of excessive- 
ly ideological, essentially pseudo-scientific 
claims masquerading as objective science. 
Nor does he understand that it is only when 
such pseudo-science serves powerful social, 
economic and political interests that it can 
achieve great ideological social importance 
despite its actual scientific poverty. For 
Kaye, the popular success of sociobiology 
within scientific academia, with foundation 
and government funders, and especially 
within the mass media is apparently just an 
unlikely coincidence, explicable only by the 
supposed power of Wilson's "synthesis." 
From Kaye's analysis one would never guess 
that there are other, far more important 
factors at work in the successful packaging 
and selling of largely pseudo-scientific 
theories like sociobiology. In this regard 
Kaye quite simply ignores the importance of 
immensely profitable—and thus powerful— 
chemical and pharmaceutical conglomerates 
and the related hegemony of biomedical 
ideology in psychiatry as well as in the 
larger health care industry and other institu- 
tions of social control. 

Kaye does criticize Wilson's (and other 
social biologists’) anthropomorphic language 
and value-laden concepts, which lead 
sociobiologists to constantly confuse of 
genes as subjects and humans as fully deter- 


try, the mass media. 

In a new, expanded edition of The 
Social Meaning of Modern Biology (first 
edition originally published in 1986) 
Howard Kaye attempts to elucidate the 
social meanings of both the old wave of 
social Darwinism, eugenics and racial sci- 
ence, and this new wave of ethology and, 
especially, Edmund O. Wilson’s formulation 
of a supposedly new science of sociobiology. 

Working from a self-proclaimedly “scien- 


If there was not already a highly 
organized, very profitable and thus well- 
funded complex of institutions ready to 
develop, promote and exploit the 
scientific and ideological products of 
biological reductionism, sociobiology and 
evolutionary psychology would never 
have garnered such an undeservedly 
enthusiastic reception. 


tific’ sociology of knowledge perspective 
Kaye’s examination displays both the 
strengths and the weaknesses of this type of 
approach. On the one hand he is quite 
perceptive in ferreting out some of the 
extra-scientific ingredients which have gone 
into the making of the new biosocial reduc- 
tionism, like the extent that Edmund O. 
Wilson’s development of sociobiology func- 
tions as a “scientific” substitute for his own 
lost religious faith (he was a Baptist who 
lost his faith at the age of 15 when he was 
shocked to find his pastor "smoking a cigar,” 
according to his recent autobiography, 
Naturalist [1994]). On the other hand this 
type of (sociology of knowledge) perspective 
itself most often functions as a watered 
down, de-radicalized form of ideology criti- 
cism in which underlying personal emotional 
and intellectual biases are exposed, while 
most of the broader social, economic and 
political influences are inexplicably ignored. 
In this case, for example, it allows Kaye to 
expose the way Wilson smuggles religious 
themes into his "science," but it precludes 
any real exposure of the strong relationships 
between the latest frontiers of capitalist ex- 
ploitation (genetic, social & cultural engi- 
neering) and the development and promo- 
tion of ideologies of biological reductionism 
necessary to carry out this exploitation. 

In fact, Kaye doesn't hesitate to condemn 
those who have attempted to expose the 


The Social Meaning 
of Modern Biology 


The Social Meaning of Modern Biology: From 
Social Darwinism to Sociobiology by Howard L. 
Kaye (Transaction Publishers, New Brunswick, NJ 
08903, 1997) 208pp. $19.95 paper. 


ttempts to biologize social and politi- 
A cal theory, philosophy and theology 
aren't new. From the original publi- 
cation of Darwin's Origin of the Species, 
there began a steady stream of 
biosocial speculation from evo- 
lutionary theorists, most notably 
from the social Darwinists, the 
advocates of eugenics, and the 
racial theorists who so effective- 
ly influenced the German Na- 
tional Socialists. However, the 
obvious, despicable excesses of 
the eugenics movement and the 
genocidal policies of the Nazis 
both led to a general social 
revulsion towards attempts to 
explain and reform society ac- 
cording to any allegedly inviola- 
ble biological principles. It all 
too often turned out that, de- 
spite claims to scientific objec- 
tivity, these theories of racial improvement 
and social hygiene had specific political and 
economic beneficiaries who were eager to 
“scientifically” eliminate their chosen ene- 
mies. In the post-World War II years bio- 
logical ideologies were eclipsed by theories 
which emphasized the importance and rela- 
tive autonomy of human culture. 
But the discovery of the double helix struc- 
ture of DNA by James Watson and Francis 
Crick in 1953 led to momentous develop- 
ments in molecular biology, the massive 
implications of which are still unfolding in 
the realms of biotechnology and genetic 
engineering as they affect agriculture, live- 
stock production, and most ominously medi- 
cine, psychiatry and the institutions of social 
control. Within modern biology, the im- 
plications of subsequent genetic research 
and theory have led to a new generation of 
more rigorously developed interpretations 
of Darwinian evolution that have, unsur- 
prisingly, once again overflowed the bound- 
aries of biological science into areas tradi- 
tionally claimed by social and political 
theorists, philosophers, and theologians. 
Under the banners at first of ethology and 
sociobiology and later of evolutionary psy- 
chology and behavioral genetics, biological 
reductionism has once again become not 
just acceptable, but almost hegemonic in 
mainstream social institutions and most 
notably in the corporate propaganda indus- 
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ers like the editor Cherie Matrix (Cherry 
Cakemix), s/m writer Deborah Ryder, hook- 
er Carol Leigh (the Scarlet Harlot) and sex 
therapist Carol Queen. 

Unfortunately, there is too little examina- 
tion (or even awareness exhibited) of the 
effects of modern capitalism on sexuality in 
the selections included. The phenomenon of 
sexual objectification in the service of com- 
modity exchange is largely glossed over. The 
functions of pornography and sex work as 
expressions of sexual alienation are ignored. 
And human sexuality is consistently present- 
ed as if it has no significant history prior to 
Victorian England. 

Of course there are a few exceptions. 
Porn actress and performance artist Annie 
Sprinkle writes about her eventual realiza- 
tion that "people in the (sex) industry don't 
care about much except money," and com- 
pares hamburgers to porn: they "aren't very 
nourishing but they sell a lot of them." 
However, there's much more that could be 
said from this angle. 

Despite the exposure of the often inter- 
esting details of personal lives of some of 
these pro-sexual feminists, the lack of a 
more critical edge is obvious. While the 
repressive moralism of the anti-pornography 
crowd does require answering, it is ultimate- 
ly unsatisfying to merely reverse the equa- 
tion from “porn = bad" to “porn = good,” 
or even “feminist porn = good.” Still, Tales 
from the Clit remains a good read on its 
own terms as long as the reader doesn’t 
expect too much. -J. McQuinn 


They Fly at Ciron 
The Mad Man 


Hogg 
Silent Interviews 


They Fly at Ciron by Samuel R. Delany (Tor 
Books, New York, NY, 1995) 243pp. $6.95 
paper/$19.95 hardcover. 


The Mad Man by Samuel R. Delany (Masquer- 
ade Books, Inc., 801 Second Ave., New York, NY 
10017, 1994) 501pp. $23.95 hardcover. 


Hogg by Samuel R. Delany (FC2 & Black Ice 
Books, Unit for Contemporary Literature, Cam- 
pus Box 4241, Normal, IL 61790-4241, 1994) 
219pp. $24.95 hardcover. 


Silent Interviews: On Language, Race, Sex, 
Science Fiction, and Some Comics by Samuel R. 
Delany (Wesleyan University Press, University 
Press of New England, Hanover, NH 03755, 
1994) 322pp. $16.95 paper/$40.00 hardcover. 


Science fiction and fantasy aren't exactly 
known for high quality prose and complex 
artistry. Yet there are a few exceptions to 
this rule, and the foremost is the work of 
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pages, and made 500 copies at the local 
copy shop or had 1000 copies printed by 
pros. Unfortunately, if you want to get them 
into lots of people's hands, you've still only 
done half the work! It's time to worry about 
distribution, about how to get your zine into 
newsstands, independent bookstores, and— 
for some ambitious zinesters—even chain 
stores so that people can find them. 

Most of the time each zine publisher is 
forced to reinvent her or his own wheel of 
distribution, because there isn't any local 
Zine Business Administration office ready 
to give advice on the subject. But Antonio 
Lopez (formerly part-owner of Desert 
Moon Periodicals), with some help from 
David Hirschi (currently a buyer for Desert 
Moon), has come up with a short, readable, 
and sometimes entertaining little handbook 
to advise you on distribution basics. 

Antonio begins by telling a little of his 
own personal story starting in the DIY punk 
scene and ending up as a partner in one of 
the best of the independent zine distribu- 
tors. He goes on to explain the mechanics 
of distribution and gives hints on what 
makes for successful newsstand sales. And 
finally he gives his overview of the current 
zine distribution scene along with his less- 
than-rosy predictions for the future (and a 
quick resource list on bipads, bar codes and 
distributor addresses). 

At $5.95 this little mini-booklet is a bit 
overpriced. But if you can use the informa- 
tion, and don't have any experienced friends 
to learn from, it could be worth every pen- 
ney to avoid bigger losses from mistakes you 
don't ever need to make. -J. McQuinn 


Tales from the Clit 


Tales from the Clit: A Female Experience of 
Pornography edited by Cherie Matrix (AK Press, 
POB 40682, San Francisco, CA 94140-0682/POB 
12766, Edinburgh, EH8 9YE, Scotland, 1996) 
144pp. $10.95/£7.95 paper. 


As the anti-porn strand of feminism 
threatens to drag the entire movement into 
an orgy of neo-puritan moralizing pro-sexu- 
al feminists have been forced to become 
more visible in defense of sensual and 
sexual freedom. 

One outspoken group of these sexual 
rebels has been Feminists Against Censor- 
ship (FAC) formed in 1989 in Britain. The 
group's fifth book is an anthology of per- 
sonal experiences involving pornography by 
its members, many of whom work in the sex 
industry. As such it presents a number of 
diverse perspectives, some quite naive and 
others more sophisticated, from simple porn 
"consumers" to writers, models or perform- 
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mined. Like the anthropomorphic ideologi- 
cal function of religion (attributing human 
powers, motives and values to reified spirits 
or gods which take on a life and subjectivity 
of their own. turning human beings into 
their instruments), biological reductionism 
attributes human powers, motives and val- 
ues to its reductive units—genes or bio- 
chemical processes—which take on a life 
and subjectivity of their own in order to 
turn humans into their instruments/ma- 
chines as purely mechanical and biochemi- 
cal processes. 

Unfortunately, what is left after the elimi- 
nation of all the genetic, functional and 
naturalistic fallacies in sociobiology doesn't 
amount to much of anything. All the falla- 
cious arguments and analogies are the es- 
sence of this ideological "synthesis" fraudu- 
lently packaged "science." The rest, the 
more genuinely scientific part of Wilson's 
investigations, is really nothing new or 
exceptional. 

The actual social meaning of modern 
biology certainly includes Kaye's own em- 
phasis on the function of reductionist biolo- 
gy as a scientistic ideological substitute for 
discredited religious and moral traditions— 
for both its authors and for their readers. 
However, the social meaning obviously goes 
far beyond the excessively narrow theme 
emphasized by Kaye. If there was not al- 
ready a highly organized, very profitable 
and thus well-funded complex of institutions 
ready to develop, promote and exploit the 
scientific and ideological products of bio- 
logical reductionism, sociobiology and evo- 
lutionary psychology would never have 
garnered such an undeservedly enthusiastic 
reception. (Of course, the evasion and, all 
too often, suppression of critical social 
theory in academia and in the mass media 
also played a role.) That an earnest aca- 
demic like Howard Kaye is so oblivious to 
the crippling limits of his own analysis is 
just one more unsurprising consequence of 
the extremely powerful economic, political 
and ideological influences that both remain 
largely below the threshold of popular 
awareness and function far more effectively 
that way. 


Zine distribution 


Zine Publisher's Distribution Handbook and 
Resource Guide by Antonio Lopez (Lost World 
Communications, 216M Paseo del Pueblo Norte 
#181, Taos, NM 87571, 1996) .مم67‎ $5.95 mini- 
booklet. 


OK, so you've started a zine—written the 
stories, solicited contributions, drawn the 
artwork, typed the contents, designed the 
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they loved it. So there’s as good a review as 
I can think of! Based loosely on George 
Orwell’s Animal Farm, the story incorpo- 
rates Earth First! sabotage techniques, the 
joys and struggles of communal living, and 
plenty of humorous asides about “the pow- 
ers that be” that will keep adults glued to 
the book along with the kids. Each chapter 
begins with an “animal letter"—one of my 
favorites is the letter “L” kitty—and the 
book features a map of the Circle A Farm 
and its environs. Perhaps in 
future editions there'll be illus- 
trations, but Anarchist Farm is 
so well written my crew didn't 
care—we had the map to flip 
back to while the story unfold- 
ed. Highly recommended. 
-Allan Antliff 


Flowers of Wiricuta 


The Flowers of Wiricuta by Tom Soloway 
Pinkson, Ph.D. (Destiny Books, One Park Street, 
Rochester, VT 05767, 1997) 287pp. $16.95 paper. 


I think it is best to begin my review with 
the autobiographical synopsis the author 
provides himself: *Walking in two worlds, 
the shamanic world of indigenous spirituali- 
ty and the Western world of the practicing 
psychologist, consultant, teacher, public 
speaker, and high-performance coach to 
business executives and health professionals, 
Tom serves as a bridge builder, bringing 
what he calls ‘The Teaching of the Elders’ 
into practical applications within the mod- 
ern, urban setting.” An ad is discretely 
tucked away on the last page: “To receive 
information about Tom’s workshops, con- 
sulting, retreats and pilgrimages or descrip- 
tions of his audio/visual tapes, books, and 
articles please contact him at....” (sorry, not 
telling!). 

This book is as maddeningly good as the 
New Age gets these days. It contains invalu- 
able insights about how to live gained from 
eleven years communing with the peyote- 
eating Huichol of Mexico. We also learn 
about the author’s personal journey, from 
his humble beginnings as a teenage thug in 
New York City to acid trips, a loving mar- 
riage, “vision quests” with drug addicts in 
the High Sierras, and touchingly powerful 
healing sessions with dying adults and chil- 
dren at the California-based Center for 
Attitudinal Healing. 

Having tapped my own depths with the 
help of hallucinogens I knew exactly what 
Pinkson was on about when he writes that 
Huichol peyote ceremonies taught him 
“people cannot walk in balance without 
knowing all the aspects of their being—the 
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tion of a serious novel within the same text 
as scene after scene of in-your-face pornog- 
raphy. The nearest comparison has to be 
the classics of the Marquis de Sade, to 
which The Mad Man compares quite favor- 
ably. But Delany here is writing for a much 
smaller audience, or at least, the only audi- 
ence that is likely to pick up this book 
before the end of this millennium is exceed- 
ingly small. However, regardless of the fact 
that the sexual proclivities of the protago- 


Delany is one author who has never let 
his work be limited by genre boundaries, 
political correctness, or even—for that 
matter—publishability. 


nists run to minorities of minorities (piss- 
drinking, shit-eating, etc.), I found myself 
amazed to be sympathetically following the 
lengthy text all the way through to its end. 
Readers up for a challenge may well find 
this book as compelling as I did. 

Hogg is a story of violent degradation— 
with both sexual and physically brutal com- 
ponents—told from the amoral perspective 
of its often barely human, but not complete- 
ly unsympathetic protagonists. This tale is 
not for everyone, especially not for the 
politically correct. And even fans of 
Delany’s science fiction might well wonder 
if the author’s ultimate point is worth 
immersion in the level of consistent depravi- 
ty he depicts. However, while it’s definitely 
not on my list of Delany favorites (it’s not 
as entertaining as its closest counterpart, 
Tides of Lust, and is a bit more extreme), it 
will definitely elicit a reaction from any 
reader who is brave enough to pick it up. 

Silent Interviews gives Delany a chance to 
expound on a multitude of subjects at 
length outside the formal boundaries of the 
essay format. And since Delany already 
excels in challenging the genre and textual 
borders, the results are often intriguing, 
always worth encountering. There are few 
other writers to whom I’d grant complete 
license to share their thoughts without 
restrictions. So far Delany has never disap- 
pointed me. If you have yet to explore his 
worlds, don’t waste any more time. -J.M. 


Anarchist Farm 


Anarchist Farm by Jane Doe (III Publishing, 
POB 1581, Gualala, CA 95445, 1996) 190pp. 
$10.00 paper. 


To test out this book I read it to my 
niece and nephew, chapter by chapter, and 


Samuel R. Delany. In his writing since the 
early sixties he has consistently infused new 
intelligence and critical life into these gen- 
res as no one else has. Which is why a new 
book by Delany is always a treat. 

The Fly at Ciron is actually a newly novel- 
ized reworking of a thirty year old story 
which had never been published. As such it 
contains familiar elements from both 
Delany’s early work (like his first novel The 
Jewels of Aptor) and his later work (similari- 
ties to his beautifully realized 
Nevéryon fantasy series abound). 

While there's nothing spec- 
tacularly new or different in this 
story that Delany hasn't already 
done elsewhere, the ease with 
which he pulls it all off is de- 
ceptive. This is a story of the 
transformation of a simple vil- 
lage boy named Rahm into a heroic figure 
who is inevitably doomed to become es- 
tranged from the people he loves by the 
very actions he takes to save himself and 
them from attack and massacre by an invad- 
ing army. If you haven't yet come across 
Delany's science fiction and fantasy work, 
Ciron is as good a place as any to begin, 
before proceeding on to his more complex 
projects like Dhalgren, Triton, Stars in My 
Pocket Like Grains of Sand, and the 
Nevéryon series. 

Delany is one author who has never let 
his work be limited by genre boundaries, 
political correctness, or even—for that 
matter—publishability. Although it took a 
long time to get into print, his first porno- 
graphic novel, Tides of Lust, (later titled 
Equinox) appeared in 1980, benefiting in its 
audience from the stir created in the sci- 
ence-fiction community by the bisexual 
triangle at the center of his most well- 
known novel, Dhalgren. Now, in rapid suc- 
cession, we've been treated to release of 
both Hogg and The Mad Man, each of which 
explores further the sexual perversity at 
society's margins. Hogg took even longer— 
twenty years—to make it into print than did 
Tides of Lust. But times have changed and 
The Mad Man has appeared shortly after 
being written. 

In The Mad Man Delany updates his 
erotic explorations with a story of a gradu- 
ate student in philosophy on a quest to 
uncover the seedy, yet seductive, sexual 
themes left unspoken in the margins of the 
work of a brilliant philosopher who untime- 
ly died in confusing circumstances that no 
one else wants to investigate. There is also 
a consistent subtext proclaiming the joys of 
unprotected sex in an age of AIDS. This is 
an amazingly long work for the juxtaposi- 
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Thankfully, at these “sweats” it turns out 
the CEOs are stuck with Pinkson for the 
duration. He relates how he instructed one 
such transnational at length about the 
importance of protecting the earth, ending 
the on-going genocide of indigenous peo- 
ples, and nurturing loving, egalitarian com- 


THE U.S. POSTAL SERVICE PROUDLY ANNOUNCES 


CULTURAL JETLAG—JIM SIERGEY & TOM ROBERTS 


a “sweat” by the Pacific Ocean. For those 
not familiar with it, a sweat ceremony is a 
Native American ritual involving prayers, 
pitch darkness, a blazing fire in a small dug- 
out lodge, and participants stripped naked 
who collectively confront their past deeds, 
current actions, and future intentions. 
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shadow as well as the light, the darker, 
negative, destructive, and uncomfortable 
aspects of themselves as well as those attrib- 
utes they value.” Self-confrontation is a rite 
of passage in shamanic encounters with 
greater spiritual forces: insight into the 
cycles of giving and taking that nurture life 
on this planet require it. Indigenous peoples 
“tread softly on the earth” because their 
ways are suffused with this spiritual aware- 
ness, which has led them to honor all life on 
the planet as of equal value to our own. 

Whether channelling with the matriarch 
of the Pomo-Miwok in California; wrestling 
evil spirits in the blazing deserts of Mexico; 
or sneaking into Machu Picchu for a sha- 
man-led session on the Death Stone of the 
Incas, Pinkson always breaks through to 
something or other in chapter after chapter 
chronicling his titanic spiritual struggles in 
exotic lands. And he has emerged from his 
quests with a grave and important message. 
“The Huichol" he writes, “say we are 
perdido, \ost. They say we are bringing 
doom and destruction to Yurianaka, Mother 
Earth, and that Taupa, Father Sun, is com- 
ing closer to the earth to purify it. They are 
concerned for the future and for the life of 
their children. They are holding great cere- 
monies calling in shamans from many areas 
to try to ‘hold up the sun.’ But they know 
they cannot do it themselves, for they are 
not the ones soiling the collective nest. We 
are. We are the ones who have to wake up, 
who have to find our lives.” 

Fine, so what about that other life, the 
one playing “high-performance coach to 
business executives and health profession- 
als"? In an early chapter Pinkson narrates 
that in the summer of 1984 he was hired by 
a Fortune 500 company as consultant in a 
motivational film for regional managers. He 
decided to film himself taking two such 
managers up a perilous peak, though he'd 
never led the climb before (having climbed 
myself I’m familiar with the responsibility 
the lead position entails—you're the one 
who anchors the rope so that if there is a 
fall the climbers don't die). Well, he pulls it 
off, thanks to prayers, a vision, and assorted 
higher powers. This chapter reads like a 
nauseating advertisement for his consultant 
services, complete with war-whooping man- 
agers on film, dancing on the summit. God 
knows what they went on to do afterwards. 

In a later chapter, “Resanctifying Every- 
day Life," we discover that some time ago 
Pinkson was directed by a vision *to work 
with people who are leaders of transnation- 
al corporations." Now he does. Either he is 
invited to corporate headquarters or CEOs 
fly in to his home in Northern California for 
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10011, 1996) 164pp. $10.00 paper (+ 53 ship- 
ping). 

According to observers from the U.N. 
Food and Agriculture Organization by the 
time this book was published as many as 
576,000 children may have died since the 
end of the Persian Gulf War because of the 
sanctions which have been imposed on Iraq, 
primarily at the insistence of the U.S. gov- 
ernment. If this type of mass killing resulted 
from Chinese or Russian policies, the U.S. 


48 many as 876,000 chil- 
dren may have died since the 
end of the Persian Gulf War 
because of the sanctions 


media would be trumpeting it up and down 
at every chance, but since it's largely the 
result of U.S. policy it's hardly even men- 
tioned. This book puts the devastating 
results of the sanctions against 1130 in 
human perspective. -J.M. 


Only Lawyers Dancing by Jan McKemmish 
(Cleis Press, POB 8933, Pittsburgh, PA 15221, 
1995) 192pp. $9.95 paper. 

Not a typical mystery, but definitely play- 
ing within the genre, Only Lawyers Dancing 
is well written, and often intelligent, despite 
the main characters' obsession for the Aus- 
tralian criminal underworld. Anne Stevens 
is a policeman's daughter who plays with 
danger as a criminal lawyer with a criminal 
boyfriend, while Frances Smith is the 
daughter of a crime boss, a lesbian, photog- 
rapher and artist. Both are caught up in a 
chain of events with distant roots in their 
childhood. A non-linear plot complicates 
the reading while the Australian locale 
makes for an unusual and interesting set- 
ting. Worth a look for those tired of the 
conventional formulas. -J.M. 


Lines of Fate by Mark Kharitonou, translated 
by Helena Goscilo (The New Press, 450 West 
4156 St, New York, NY 10036, 1996) 336pp. 
$25.00 hardcover. 

Lines of Fate is fiction from a relatively 
unknown Russian writer whose latest novel 
finally gained publication only upon winning 
the first Russian Booker Prize. Mark 
Kharitonou has constructed a postmodern 
mystery, a fragmentary narrative which 
traces the failures of Soviet power in the 
everyday lives of a writer-philosopher who 
perished in the late 1920s and a contempo- 
rary student reconstructing his recovered 
manuscript written on candy wrappers due 
to the post-revolutionary paper shortage. 
Lines of Fate is too literary to be a hit with 
the standard mystery reader, but for those 
interested in deeper questions than 
whodunnit, it may be rewarding. -J.M. 
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munities. Our task is to use spiritual con- 
sciousness "to guide us in blending with 
appropriate technology and strategies of 
sustainable development, to produce enough 
for ‘all our need, but not our greed,” he 
writes. To this end, Pinkson has founded a 
non-profit organization called Wakan 
(Oglala Sioux for “Sacred”) which, among 
many other admirable things, assists indige- 
nous peoples in their struggles against the 
corporate honchos he “sweats.” The Wakan 
organization intends to establish “a land 
base for responsible, sustainable community 
living in harmony with the spirit of the 
place.” It sounds like a very concrete, sin- 
cere, communalist project. I’d like to join 
myself. Let’s see, I have approximately 
$1,000 in assets. How about it Tom, could I 
afford it? Really, I’m serious. 

-Allan Antliff 


Kooks 


Kooks: A Guide to the Outer Limits of Human 
Belief by Donna Kossy (Feral House, POB 3466, 
Portland, OR 97208, 1994) 253pp. $16.95 
8%” X11” paper. 


It’s clear that there are plenty of certifi- 
able kooks publishing in the zine milieu, 
though a lot of them were out there way 
before zines became an accepted method 
for getting the “Truth” with a capital "T" 
out. In the past you could find them in the 
small-print classifieds of obscure magazines, 
on the fringes of public events and club 
meetings, or even at the centers of their 
own sub-cultures or local communities. Now 
they’ve got their own mini-encyclopedia of 
kookdom provided by Donna Kossy, former- 
ly publisher of the eponymously named 
zine. 

If you already think you get enough expo- 
sure to crazy ideas and knucklebrained 
schemes in the daily news accounts of the 
Christian right or the latest New Age fads, 
you might not want to know the details of 
the scientific prophets of anti-gravity, the 
Voluntary Human Extinction Movement, or 
Paul Laffoley's dream of a psychotronic 
time machine. But if you have time on your 
hands and enough curiosity, you might 
actually enjoy wading through the some- 
times fascinating but sometimes also boring 
accounts from this wide selection of crack- 
pots, would-be mystics and  pseudo-scien- 
tists. -J.M. 


Also Received 


The Children Are Dying by UN Food and 
Agriculture Organization, Ramsey Clark, et al. 
(World View Forum, Inc., International Action 
Center, 39 W. 14th St. #206, New York, NY 
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The Alternative Press Review can be your window on the 
world of independent media. APR publishes a wide 
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zines, tabloids, books and 
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